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O
pen participation involvem

ent in service is 
as im

portant to the new
 com

er as it is the 
older m

em
ber to be involved in the fellow

-
ship of N

A
. It allow

s us to be involved in the 
direction and future of our fellow

ship. O
pen 

participation allow
s us not to create a cast 

system
 in our service structure. It brings the 

best talent of our m
em

bership together in 
the spirit of unity to carry out are purpose. It 
allow

s us to serve in the spirit of anonym
ity.
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It w

as first used in the w
riting of our B

asic 
Text. W

ere the Fellow
ship com

ing to together 
for the purpose of w

riting the first ever B
ook 

on recovery from
 the disease of addiction. 

N
o one w

as excluded from
 being involved 

in the process of w
riting our B

asic Text. A
ll 

voices w
ere heard from

 the addict w
ith one 

day clean to addict w
ith m

any of years clean. 
W

e Excluded no one.

W
e 

hear 
often 

that 
w

e re 
an 

inclusive 
Fellow

ship, based on the spiritual principle 
of anonym

ity. W
e m

ust be equally inclusive 
in our literature and service, if w

e censorship 
a lot of the voices in our Fellow

ship, then w
e 

censor the voice of G
od as w

e understood 
H

im
. Everyone s experience, strength and 

hope are equally im
portant, w

e don t know
 

w
itch particular share that w

ill save another 
addict.

O
pen participation is im

portant because w
e 

need all the experience in recovery w
e can 

get. N
ew

com
ers m

ay think they have noth-
ing to contribute w

ith, but one day clean is 
a m

iracle and that is an experience w
ho can 

help another suffering addict to stay clean 
for one day, so w

hy not be of service s right 
from

 the start.

I can t, but W
E can 

 since this is a W
E pro-

gram
 all of us need to take part of opportu-

nity to be a part of, open participation that 
grants us the ability to be involved. It grants 
us the right to be a part of som

ething greater 
than ourselves, w

ere G
od guide s us through 

the traditions of N
A

 to better carry the m
es-

sage to the still suffering addicts around the 
w

orld. There re no boundaries to open par-
ticipation, everyone has a chance to be a 
part of the involvem

ent in N
A

 services to 
carry the m

essage. W
ithout barriers created 

by others that prom
ote fear trying to control 

services through w
hat are m

essage sounds 
like to society. O

nly an A
ddict w

ill understand 
our m

essage of hope from
 active addiction.

The action of taking part in som
ething is 

som
ething w

e can relearn or learn in the fel-
low

ship of N
A

. M
any of us have disqualified 

ourselves for taking an active part in soci-
ety or our ow

n lives. G
etting involved as a 

new
com

er in open participation can be the 
beginning of grow

th in m
any areas in our 

lives. It gives us recovery in places w
e did 

not even knew
 w

e w
ere sick. W

e start to see 
that w

e have som
ething to offer and others 

as w
ell, w

e learn how
 to be around other 

people and w
ork together. B

eing around 
addicts and doing our part gives a sense of 
belonging m

any of us have search for but 
never found. It gives us purpose and w

e see 
w

e really need each other in this new
 w

ay 
of life.

B
eing clean today and being together w

ith 

other recovering addicts is a m
iracle, w

hen 
w

e invite our loving  G
od as w

e understand 
him

 
 into the process of open participation 

things happen w
e did not though possible 

before. W
e can help addicts together. O

ur 
recovery is a gift w

e received and open par-
ticipation is a w

ay for every addict to give 
back in a w

ay that fits them
.

W
e as addicts are used to not feeling w

el-
com

e. O
ur addiction isolated us to the point 

of no return. W
hen w

e first set foot in our 
Fellow

ship w
e re being w

elcom
ed w

ith love 
and em

pathy. W
e re even being w

elcom
ed 

back. M
any of us feel like com

ing hom
e. 

Shouldn t w
e be allow

ed to enter all  room
s  

in a loving hom
e? W

hy should som
e services 

be restricted from
 the ones this Fellow

ship is 
built upon, recovering addicts? There s no 
therapeutic value in taking aw

ay the oppor-
tunity for all addicts to get and feel involved. 
O

pen 
participation 

equals 
creativity 

and 
diversity.

To participate in som
ething is to take part in 

som
ething, and share. W

e do not need to 
rely on professionals or outside organiza-
tions to w

rite our literature


