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M
otio

n
Fo

rm
ally ad

o
p

t th
e fo

llow
in

g votin
g p

ro
ced

u
re fo

r FS
C

: G
ro

u
p

s m
ay 

vote in
 th

e fo
llow

in
g w

ays: “Yes”; “N
o

”; “A
b

stain
”, “P

resent B
u

t N
ot 

V
otin

g”. 

Intent: Th
is m

otio
n

 seeks to
 fo

rm
alize a votin

g p
ro

ced
u

re an
d

 give 
vo

ice to
 th

e cu
rrent co

n
scien

ce of th
e G

ro
u

p
s. It is inten

d
ed

 to
 h

ave 
th

e fo
llow

in
g effects: 

• 
S

et, fo
rm

alize, an
d

 clarify a d
istin

ct votin
g p

ro
ced

u
re at th

e 
co

n
feren

ce. 

• 
K

eep
 th

e votin
g b

rief, to
 th

e p
o

int, an
d

 free of co
n

fu
sio

n
 an

d
 

attem
p

ts to
 alter th

e o
u

tco
m

e. 

• 
E

lim
in

ate d
eb

ate an
d

 d
iscu

ssio
n

s d
u

rin
g o

ld
 b

u
sin

ess as th
ese 

can
 resu

lt in
 th

e u
n

intentio
n

al su
bversio

n
 of th

e co
n

scien
ce of th

e 
G

ro
u

p
s.
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otio

n
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TE: M
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s b
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l p
a

rts a
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requ
ested b
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n

oth
er G

ro
u

p
 a

t th
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nferen
ce.
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ot p
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 b
y th
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b
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ittin
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ro
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p
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m

o
d

ate 
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b
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ro
u

p
s w

h
o
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o
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b
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it th

eir reaso
n

in
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th

at o
b

jectio
n
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 b

e co
n
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 b
y oth
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ro

u
p
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d
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o
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ificatio

n
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ad

e b
y th
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b

m
ittin

g G
ro

u
p
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ey so

 ch
o

o
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u
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o
b

liged
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o
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o
n
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n

d
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roval d
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le o
n
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o
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 m
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ep
en

d
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rofits h
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ra
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b
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 b
u

rd
en

ed
 t

h
e 

gr
o

u
p

s 
w

it
h

 t
h

e 
ta

sk
 o

f 
m

o
d

ify
in

g 
th

e 
tw

el
ve

 C
o

n
ce

p
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 p
la
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h
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b
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, p

ar
ti
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 b
y 

gr
o

u
p

s 
an

d
 h

av
e 

p
la

ce
d

 
a 

b
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b
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n
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C
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h
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d
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l d
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 p
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n
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 c
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f c
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 d
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b
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p
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n
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 b
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, m
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h
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h
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h
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h
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h
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 t
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• 
K

eep
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e p
o
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n
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a
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een
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ested b
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u

p
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ce.

M
otio

n
Fo
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ally ad

o
p
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in

g votin
g p

ro
ced

u
re fo
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C

: A
n

y G
ro

u
p

 m
ay 
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b

m
it fo

r th
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rd
 th

e reaso
n

 th
ey cast th

eir vote in
 th

e m
an

n
er 

th
ey cast it. 

Intent: Th
is m

otio
n

 seeks to
 fo

rm
alize a votin

g p
ro

ced
u

re an
d

 give 
vo

ice to
 th

e cu
rrent co

n
scien

ce of th
e G

ro
u

p
s. It is inten

d
ed

 to
 h

ave 
th

e fo
llow

in
g effects: 

• 
S

et, fo
rm

alize, an
d

 clarify a d
istin

ct votin
g p

ro
ced

u
re at th

e 
co

n
feren

ce. 

• 
K

eep
 th

e votin
g b

rief, to
 th

e p
o

int, an
d

 free of co
n

fu
sio

n
 an

d
 

attem
p

ts to
 alter th

e o
u

tco
m

e. 

• 
E

lim
in

ate d
eb

ate an
d

 d
iscu

ssio
n

s d
u

rin
g o

ld
 b

u
sin

ess as th
ese 

can
 resu

lt in
 th

e u
n

intentio
n

al su
bversio

n
 of th

e co
n

scien
ce of th

e 
G

ro
u

p
s.
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In
 1992, at th

e an
n

u
al W

o
rld

 S
ervice C

o
n

feren
ce, a m

otio
n

 w
as p

assed
;

M
otio

n
 3: To

 ap
p

rove th
e b

o
o

klet, "Tw
elve C

o
n

cep
ts fo

r N
A

 S
ervice” 

(A
d

d
en

d
u

m
 2).1

Intent: A
do

p
tio

n
 of th

is m
otio

n
 w

ill p
la

ce th
e b

o
o

klet, Tw
elve C

o
n

cep
ts 

fo
r N

A
 Service, in

 th
e W

SO
 in

vento
ry a

s W
o

rld Service C
o

nferen
ce-a

p
-

p
roved litera

tu
re.

Th
is b

o
o

klet w
as ap

p
roved

 b
y th

e co
n

feren
ce, b

u
t n

ever su
b

m
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 to
 th

e 
gro

u
p

s fo
r ap

p
roval an

d
 th

erefo
re n

ot Fellow
sh

ip
 ap

p
roved
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re u

n
d

er 
th

e existin
g ru

les (h
en

ce th
e term

 ‘C
o

n
feren

ce-ap
p

roved
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eant 
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 d

irect th
e effo

rts of th
e service stru

ctu
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re like “Th
e 
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s of R

ecovery”. D
u

rin
g th

e n
ext d

ecad
e, th

e W
S

O
 (w

h
ich

 b
ecam

e th
e 

cu
rrent N

arcotics A
n

o
n

ym
o

u
s W

o
rld

 S
ervices, o

r N
A

W
S
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e p
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d
u
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n
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d
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e N
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n
o

n
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o
u

s n
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re an
d
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s b
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p
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e Fellow

sh
ip

 Intellectu
al P

ro
p

erty Tru
st 

(FIP
T) w

h
ich

 w
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ever gro
u

p
 ap

p
roved
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e G

u
id

e to
 W

o
rld

 S
ervices (C

o
n

-
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ce C
ycle 2016–2018 E

d
itio

n
 p

u
b
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e W
o

rld
 S
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o

n
fer-

en
ce of N
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n

o
n
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o

u
s b

y N
arcotics A

n
o

n
ym

o
u

s W
o

rld
 S

ervices, 
In

c.) w
as created

 an
d

 in
clu

d
ed

 tw
o

 sectio
n

s;
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S
C

 A
p

p
roval

1. Th
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n
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ot vote o
n
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y p
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p

o
sals to
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ge existin
g 
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p
roved

 N
A
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re u
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ges h
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p
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e C
o

n
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d
a R
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o
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b
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n
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o
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ajo

rity
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o
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ird
s m

ajo
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w

ith
d

raw
cu
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A
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ry of ap

p
roved
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re.
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p
roved

 u
n
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 p
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 b
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 d
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 c
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p
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w
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f 
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n
g 

ad
d
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 b
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h
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w

it
h
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s 

w
h
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o
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g 
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r 
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o
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h
o
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er

e 
st

ay
in

g 
cl

ea
n

.  
Th

e 
o

ri
gi

n
al

 l
it

er
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u
re

 t
h
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 w
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 c
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ed
 w
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 f

o
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ed
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n
 a

n
 o

p
en

-p
ar
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p
a-

to
ry

 s
ty
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w
it

h
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n
yo

n
e 

sh
ow

in
g 

u
p

 b
ei

n
g 

ab
le

 t
o

 c
o

nt
ri

b
u

te
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t 
lit

er
at

u
re

 
co

n
fe

re
n

ce
s.

 T
h

e 
lit
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u
re

 c
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ed

 w
o

u
ld

 b
e 

d
is

tr
ib

u
te

d
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y 
th

e 
b

u
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eo
n

in
g 

se
rv
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e 

st
ru

ct
u
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s 
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 a

s 
m

an
y 

gr
o

u
p

s 
as

 p
o

ss
ib

le
, w

h
o

 w
o

u
ld

 a
p

p
ro

ve
 t

h
e 

lit
er

at
u

re
 f

o
r 

u
se

 a
s 

‘F
el

lo
w

sh
ip

 a
p

p
ro

ve
d

.’ 
Th

e 
lit

er
at

u
re

 d
is

tr
ib

u
te

d
 w

as
 

re
fe

rr
ed

 t
o

 a
s 

ap
p

ro
va

l d
ra

ft
s 

b
ef

o
re

 b
ei

n
g 

‘F
el

lo
w

sh
ip

 a
p

p
ro

ve
d

’ b
y 

gr
o

u
p

s.
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 C
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 p
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d
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 t
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n
o

n
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o
u

s 
h
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w

n
 t

o
 t

h
e 

p
o

in
t 
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at

 t
h

e 
Fe
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w

sh
ip
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 s
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ed

 t
o

 s
o

lid
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 s

er
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ce
 s
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u

ct
u
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d
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 c
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-

at
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 c
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ti
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l t

ex
t 

kn
ow

n
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th

e 
B

as
ic

 T
ex

t 
an

d
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th
er

 li
te
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re
 w
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 w

id
el

y 
ap

p
ro

ve
d

 a
n

d
 u

se
d

 b
y 

gr
o

u
p

s 
ar

o
u

n
d

 t
h

e 
w

o
rl

d
. T

h
er

e 
w

er
e 

m
an

y 
st

ro
n

g 
p

er
so

n
al

it
ie

s 
an

d
 d

iff
er

in
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o
p

in
io

n
s 

o
n

 t
h

e 
d

ir
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ti
o

n
 o
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o

u
r 

se
rv

ic
e 

ef
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s 

an
d

 t
h

e 
re
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ti

o
n

sh
ip

 b
et

w
ee

n
 g

ro
u

p
s 
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d

 s
er

vi
ce

 s
tr

u
ct

u
re

s.
 T

h
e 

w
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-
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at
u
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d

u
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d
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 c
h

an
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o
 d

ef
in
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o

u
r 
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e 
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u
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 r
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u
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 p

u
b
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h
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N
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h
e 

W
o

rl
d
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vi
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ic
e 
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O
) 
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d

 t
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p
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m
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t 

p
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n
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w
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n

d
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p
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l 
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u
p
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w
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u
se
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 c
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at

e 
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o
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u
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r 
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rs

io
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 t
h
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 c
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p
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b
lis

h
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p
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ra
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b
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 t
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 a
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in
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ot
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 p
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b
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 d
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a
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a
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b
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p
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ro
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 b
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n
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 m
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m
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h
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G
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 d
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 t
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Th
is is a

 R
etu

rn
in

g M
otio

n
 fro

m
 a

 p
revio

u
s yea

r; 80%
 w

ill p
a

ss th
is 

M
otio

n
. N

O
TE: M

otio
n

 3 h
a

s b
een

 divided into
 severa

l p
a

rts a
s 

requ
ested b

y a
n

oth
er G

ro
u

p
 a

t th
e co

nferen
ce.

M
otio

n
 

Fo
rm

ally ad
o

p
t th

e fo
llow

in
g votin

g p
ro

ced
u

re fo
r FS

C
: D

u
rin

g th
e 

votin
g th

ere w
ill b

e n
o

 d
eb

ate o
r d

iscu
ssio

n
 oth

er th
an

 each
 G

ro
u

p
 

su
b

m
ittin

g reaso
n

s fo
r th

eir votes. 

Intent: Th
is m

otio
n

 seeks to
 fo

rm
alize a votin

g p
ro

ced
u

re an
d

 give 
vo

ice to
 th

e cu
rrent co

n
scien

ce of th
e G

ro
u

p
s. It is inten

d
ed

 to
 h

ave 
th

e fo
llow

in
g effects: 

• 
S

et, fo
rm

alize, an
d

 clarify a d
istin

ct votin
g p

ro
ced

u
re at th

e 
co

n
feren

ce. 

• 
K

eep
 th

e votin
g b

rief, to
 th

e p
o

int, an
d

 free of co
n

fu
sio

n
 an

d
 

attem
p

ts to
 alter th

e o
u

tco
m

e. 

• 
E

lim
in

ate d
eb

ate an
d

 d
iscu

ssio
n

s d
u

rin
g o

ld
 b

u
sin

ess as th
ese 

can
 resu

lt in
 th

e u
n

intentio
n

al su
bversio

n
 of th

e co
n

scien
ce of th

e 
G

ro
u

p
s. 

• 
K

eep
 th

e reco
rd

 co
n

cise an
d

 o
n

ly in
clu

d
e in

 th
e votin

g sectio
n

 of 
th

e m
in

u
tes w

h
at th

e G
ro

u
p

s h
ave actu

ally co
n

scien
ced

. 

• 
S

ep
arately rep

o
rt th

e o
p

in
io

n
s an

d
 q

u
estio

n
s of co

n
feren

ce 
atten

d
ees. 

• 
In

 an
 id

eal w
o

rld
 th

is w
ill also

 give G
ro

u
p

s an
d

 N
A

 m
em

b
ers 

in
centive to

 co
ntact th

e m
otio

n
in

g G
ro

u
p

 w
ith

 an
y q

u
estio

n
s p

rio
r 

to
 th

e co
nferen

ce.
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M
edicine, R

eligion, and 
Psychiatry?

N
arcotics A

nonym
ous is built upon a 

few
 ideas that are not part of the tw

elve 
steps w

e use to recover from
 addiction. 

For exam
ple: …

”this is a program
 of 

com
plete abstinence from

 all drugs”, 
“w

e have no dues or fees, no pledges to 
sign, no prom

ises to m
ake to anyone, 

w
e are “…

addicts w
ho m

eet  regularly 
to help each other stay clean…

”.
Part of the philosophy N

arcotics 
A

nonym
ous 

w
as 

built 
upon 

included the idea that: “…
Jail did not help us at 
all, M

edicine, religion 
and 

psychiatry 
…

(had) no answ
ers for 

us w
e could use.” 

To 
recover 

from
 

addiction.
O

ur 
earliest 

and 
m

ost 
basic 

com
pre-

hensive literature w
as 

w
ritten by those addicts 

w
ho cared enough to give 

it aw
ay so they could keep it. 

The w
riting w

as open to any m
em

ber 
w

ho w
anted to help and all of it w

as 
review

ed by the entire fellow
ship w

ho 
w

ere encouraged to input any changes 
or additions they thought w

ere helpful.
This 

m
ethod 

m
ust 

have 
offended 

som
e folks w

ho seem
ed to think they 

w
ere m

ore qualified to w
rite than the 

entire fellow
ship. A

 very lim
ited faction 

of m
em

bers re-w
rote part of our stated 

philosophy to: “…
 M

ost of us ended up 
in jail, or sought help through m

edi-
cine, religion and psychiatry. N

one of 
these m

ethods w
as sufficient for us.” 

C
hanging 

our 
entire 

relationship 
to 

those institutional entities.
N

ow
 

w
e 

are 
saddled 

w
ith 

this 
erroneous perception. W

e have drug 
replacem

ent 
m

em
bers 

calling 
them

-
selves 

clean 
because 

som
e 

thera-
pist told them

 that they w
ere.  

W
e need to inventory our 
service 

errors, 
particu-

larly 
those 

w
e 

m
ade 

because of elitism
 and 

closing 
our 

services 
to 

full 
fellow

ship 
participation, 

and 
the dishonoring of 

com
plete review

 and 
input. 

W
ritte

n
 B

Y
: J

.M
 

fro
m

 O
h
io

ilt 
upon 

t:“…
at 

n-as 
icts 
o give 

pist told t
W

e ne
servlabW

fro
m



Th 
e N

ew
/O

ld
 N

A 
W

ay
16A
 M

ir
ac

le
, S

av
in

g 
Li

ve
s

I r
em

em
be

r 
th

e 
fir

st
 t

im
e 

re
ad

 a
 N

A
 

ba
si

c 
te

xt
. 

H
ow

 c
ou

ld
 t

hi
s 

lit
tle

 b
lu

e 
bo

ok
 s

av
e 

m
y 

lif
e?

 I
 w

as
 t

ol
d 

to
 j

us
t 

re
ad

 i
t 

an
d 

ta
lk

 a
bo

ut
 i

t 
w

ith
 f

el
lo

w
s,

 
I 

di
d 

th
is

. 
I 

w
as

 t
ol

d 
to

 w
or

k 
th

e 
st

ep
s 

de
sc

ri
be

d 
in

 t
he

 t
ex

t, 
I 

di
d 

th
is

. 
I 

w
as

 
to

ld
 t

o 
go

 t
o 

m
ee

tin
gs

 a
nd

 s
ha

re
 w

ha
t 

th
e 

st
ep

s 
di

d 
fo

r 
m

e,
 I

 d
id

 t
hi

s.
 I

 w
as

 
to

ld
 w

he
n 

at
 a

 m
ee

tin
g,

 d
o 

se
rv

ic
e,

 I 
di

d 
th

is
. 

I 
ha

d 
no

 c
lu

e 
w

ha
t 

I 
w

as
 d

oi
ng

, 
I 

di
dn

't 
un

de
rs

ta
nd

 
w

ha
t 

ha
pp

en
ed

, 
bu

t 
w

or
ki

ng
 w

ith
 t

hi
s 

lit
tle

 b
lu

e 
bo

ok
, 

st
ar

te
d 

to
 c

ha
ng

e 
m

y 
lif

e.
 I 

fo
un

d 
a 

w
ay

 
to

 s
ta

y 
cl

ea
n.

 I 
le

ar
ne

d 
th

e 
po

w
er

 o
f o

ne
 

ad
di

ct
 h

el
pi

ng
 a

no
th

er
, 

I 
le

ar
ne

d 
th

at
 

th
ro

ug
h 

th
e 

te
xt

, 
ad

di
ct

s 
ar

e 
he

lp
in

g 
ea

ch
 o

th
er

. 
A

nd
 n

ow
 a

ft
er

 s
om

e 
da

ys
 

cl
ea

n,
 I

 g
ot

 a
 c

ha
nc

e 
to

 w
or

k 
on

 t
hi

s 
te

xt
. 

W
ith

 m
y 

ho
m

eg
ro

up
. 

In
 F

eb
ru

ar
y 

w
e 

ar
e 

ho
st

in
g 

a 
tr

an
sl

at
io

n 
da

y 
fo

r 
th

e 

th
ir

d 
ed

iti
on

, 
fr

om
 E

ng
lis

h 
to

 D
ut

ch
. 

A
 

lo
t 

of
 w

or
k 

ha
s 

al
re

ad
y 

be
en

 d
on

e,
 b

y 
m

an
y 

lo
vi

ng
 f

el
lo

w
s.

 N
ow

 i
t's

 t
im

e 
to

 
ge

t 
th

in
gs

 d
on

e.
 G

et
 a

 f
re

e 
ba

si
c 

te
xt

 
in

 o
ur

 o
w

n 
la

ng
ua

ge
. 

S
ha

ri
ng

 t
he

 N
A

 
m

es
sa

ge
 b

y 
gi

vi
ng

 i
t 

aw
ay

 a
s 

it 
w

as
 

gi
ve

n 
to

 u
s.

 W
or

ki
ng

 o
n 

th
is

 f
el

t 
lik

e 
su

ch
 a

 p
ri

vi
le

ge
, 

su
ch

 a
 g

ift
, 

bu
t 

al
so

 
so

 n
at

ur
al

. 
A

nd
 n

ow
 t

o 
ho

st
 a

 t
ra

ns
-

la
tio

n 
da

y 
w

ith
 m

y 
ho

m
eg

ro
up

, 
ac

tin
g 

in
 u

ni
ty

 a
nd

 w
or

ki
ng

 t
og

et
he

r 
to

 f
re

el
y 

sp
re

ad
 t

he
 m

es
sa

ge
 o

f 
N

A
, t

ha
t's

 a
 r

ea
l 

bl
es

si
ng

. 
M

ak
in

g 
it 

po
ss

ib
le

 t
o 

gi
ve

 a
 

ne
w

co
m

er
 a

 l
itt

le
 b

lu
e 

bo
ok

, 
to

 h
el

p 
sa

ve
 a

 l
ife

. 
M

ay
be

 o
ne

 d
ay

 t
hi

s 
lit

tle
 

bl
ue

 b
oo

k 
w

ill
 n

o 
lo

ng
er

 n
ee

d 
an

ot
he

r 
tr

an
sl

at
io

n,
 b

ut
 t

ill
 t

he
n:

 l
et

's
 g

et
 t

hi
s 

do
ne

!!

W
ri

tt
e

n
 B

y
: 

A
n
o

n
y
m

o
u
s
 A

d
d
ic

t 
 

T
h
e

 N
e

th
e

rl
a
n
d
s
 

Ve
rt

aa
ld

ag
: T

hi
rd

 E
di

tio
n,

 R
ev

ise
d 

- E
ng

el
s n

aa
r N

ed
er

la
nd

s 

9
Ja

nu
ar

y 2
01

9
S

pe
ci

al
 E

di
ti

on

M
ot

io
n 

3.
8

Su
bm

it
te

d 
by

: A
liv

e 
&

 F
re

e 
N

om
a

ds
 c

ur
re

nt
ly

 lo
ca

te
d 

in
 U

ta
h 

Fo
r 

G
ro

up
 H

ot
 L

in
e 

di
a

l: 
A

B
LE

-N
O

W
-4

-N
A

 
 

or
 

(2
25

) 3
66

-9
4

62

Th
is

 is
 a

 R
et

u
rn

in
g 

M
ot

io
n

 fr
o

m
 a

 p
re

vi
o

u
s 

ye
a

r;
 8

0%
 w

ill
 p

a
ss

 t
h

is
 

M
ot

io
n

. N
O

TE
: M

ot
io

n
 3

 h
a

s 
b

ee
n

 d
iv

id
ed

 in
to

 s
ev

er
a

l p
a

rt
s 

a
s 

re
qu

es
te

d 
b

y 
a

n
ot

h
er

 G
ro

u
p

 a
t 

th
e 

co
nf

er
en

ce
.

M
ot

io
n

 
Fo

rm
al

ly
 a

d
o

p
t 

th
e 

fo
llo

w
in

g 
vo

ti
n

g 
p

ro
ce

d
u

re
 fo

r 
FS

C
:

O
p

in
io

n
s 

re
ga

rd
in

g 
th

e 
vo

te
s 

ca
st

 in
 O

ld
 B

u
si

n
es

s 
ca

n
 b

e 
ex

p
re

ss
ed

 
an

d
 q

u
es

ti
o

n
s 

as
ke

d
 o

f t
h

e 
re

p
re

se
nt

at
iv

es
 in

 t
h

e 
o

p
en

 d
is

cu
ss

io
n

 
se

ss
io

n
 w

h
ic

h
 s

h
al

l i
m

m
ed

ia
te

ly
 fo

llo
w

 t
h

e 
co

n
cl

u
si

o
n

 o
f v

ot
in

g 
u

n
le

ss
 

vo
ti

n
g 

is
 fo

llo
w

ed
 b

y 
a 

b
re

ak
, i

n
 w

h
ic

h
 c

as
e 

th
e 

o
p

en
 d

is
cu

ss
io

n
 

se
ss

io
n

 w
ill

 fo
llo

w
 s

ai
d

 b
re

ak
.  

A
n

y 
m

em
b

er
 o

f N
A

 is
 e

nt
it

le
d

 t
o

 a
sk

 
q

u
es

ti
o

n
s 

o
r 

b
e 

h
ea

rd
 d

u
ri

n
g 

o
p

en
 d

is
cu

ss
io

n
 a

s 
in

d
iv

id
u

al
 N

A
 

m
em

b
er

s

In
te

nt
: T

h
is

 m
ot

io
n

 s
ee

ks
 t

o
 fo

rm
al

iz
e 

a 
vo

ti
n

g 
p

ro
ce

d
u

re
 a

n
d

 g
iv

e 
vo

ic
e 

to
 t

h
e 

cu
rr

en
t 

co
n

sc
ie

n
ce

 o
f t

h
e 

G
ro

u
p

s.
 It

 is
 in

te
n

d
ed

 t
o

 h
av

e 
th

e 
fo

llo
w

in
g 

ef
fe

ct
s:

 

• 
S

et
, f

o
rm

al
iz

e,
 a

n
d

 c
la

ri
fy

 a
 d

is
ti

n
ct

 v
ot

in
g 

p
ro

ce
d

u
re

 a
t 

th
e 

co
n

fe
re

n
ce

. 

• 
K

ee
p

 t
h

e 
vo

ti
n

g 
b

ri
ef

, t
o

 t
h

e 
p

o
in

t, 
an

d
 fr

ee
 o

f c
o

n
fu

si
o

n
 a

n
d

 
at

te
m

p
ts

 t
o

 a
lt

er
 t

h
e 

o
u

tc
o

m
e.

 

• 
E

lim
in

at
e 

d
eb

at
e 

an
d

 d
is

cu
ss

io
n

s 
d

u
ri

n
g 

o
ld

 b
u

si
n

es
s 

as
 t

h
es

e 
ca

n
 r

es
u

lt
 in

 t
h

e 
u

n
in

te
nt

io
n

al
 s

u
bv

er
si

o
n

 o
f t

h
e 

co
n

sc
ie

n
ce

 o
f t

h
e 

G
ro

u
p

s.
 

• 
K

ee
p

 t
h

e 
re

co
rd

 c
o

n
ci

se
 a

n
d

 o
n

ly
 in

cl
u

d
e 

in
 t

h
e 

vo
ti

n
g 

se
ct

io
n

 o
f 

th
e 

m
in

u
te

s 
w

h
at

 t
h

e 
G

ro
u

p
s 

h
av

e 
ac

tu
al

ly
 c

o
n

sc
ie

n
ce

d
. 

• 
S

ep
ar

at
el

y 
re

p
o

rt
 t

h
e 

o
p

in
io

n
s 

an
d

 q
u

es
ti

o
n

s 
of

 c
o

n
fe

re
n

ce
 

at
te

n
d

ee
s.
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M
otio

n
 

• 
E

lim
in

ate th
e “C

h
air” o

r “C
h

airp
erso

n
” title fro

m
 FS

C
 an

d
 A

S
IS

 titles. 
Th

is w
o

u
ld

 ap
p

ly to
 an

y p
o

sitio
n

 u
sin

g th
e title “C

h
air”, in

clu
d

in
g 

“C
o

-ch
air” titles. 

• 
W

e p
ro

p
o

se th
at all su

ch
 p

o
sitio

n
s b

e referred
 to

 as 
“A

cco
m

m
o

d
ato

r ” (o
r “C

o
-A

cco
m

m
o

d
ato

r”, etc.). 

• 
Th

e d
efin

itio
n

 of A
cco

m
m

o
d

ato
r as listed

 in
 a d

ictio
n

ary sh
all b

e 
recogn

ized
 b

y th
is co

n
feren

ce to
 m

ean
: 

n
o

u
n

 
1. A

 p
erso

n
 o

r th
in

g th
at acco

m
m

o
d

ates. 
2. S

o
m

eo
n

e w
h

o
 p

erfo
rm

s a service o
r d

o
es a favo

r. 
N

O
TE: Th

is is th
e defin

itio
n

 given
 a

t freedictio
n

a
ry.co

m
 a

s of 
12/15/2018.  Th

is is n
ot a

n
 en

do
rsem

ent of sa
id dictio

n
a

ry, o
n

ly 
m

ea
nt a

s a
 so

u
rce fo

r th
e info

rm
a

tio
n

 p
rovided. 

• 
Th

is ap
p

lies O
N

LY to
 th

e low
est an

d
 b

road
est level of service – 

th
e Fellow

sh
ip

 S
ervice C

o
n

feren
ce an

d
 an

y A
S

IS
 co

m
m

ittees o
r 

su
b

co
m

m
ittees d

irected
 b

y th
e G

ro
u

p
s th

ro
u

gh
 th

e FS
C

.

Intent 

• 
To

 realign
 w

ith
 o

u
r u

n
d

erstan
d

in
g of th

e Trad
itio

n
s as exp

ressed
 

in
 th

e G
rey B

o
o

k; sp
ecifically: “W

e ch
o

o
se n

ot to
 h

ave p
resid

ents, 
m

asters, ch
airm

en
 o

r d
irecto

rs.” (Page 95, Lin
es 3-4) 

• 
To

 en
su

re th
at w

e, as a service b
o

d
y, rem

ain
 fo

rever tru
sted

 
servants, n

ever effective lead
ers, as w

e b
elieve th

e u
se of th

e ch
air 

title h
as lead

 to
 p

ro
b

lem
s in

 w
h

at eventu
ally b

ecam
e th

e N
A

W
S

 
stru

ctu
re an

d
 th

at ju
st b

ecau
se so

m
eth

in
g h

as n
ot b

een
 a p

ro
b

lem
 

to
 th

is p
o

int at th
e FS

C
, d

o
es n

ot m
ean

 it w
o

n
't b

eco
m

e o
n

e. 
(N

oth
in

g is ever a p
ast p

ro
b

lem
 u

ntil th
e first tim

e it b
eco

m
es o

n
e.) 
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really lonely at tim
es thinking I am

 the 
only one thinking this w

ay, but I know
 

it’s a lie because I've had other people 
share the sam

e experience w
ith m

e so 
I'm

 not alone. I think there are other 
people out there w

ho are thinking the 
sam

e 
thoughts 

I 
have 

had 
and 

just 
don't know

 w
here to go w

ith them
 or 

just don't know
 how

 to find the solu-
tions to fix the problem

. I spent m
ost 

of m
y recovery involved in the know

n 
service structure frustrated and finally 
got to the thought, m

aybe I am
 w

rong 
and w

hat is the use anyw
ay. M

aybe 
it’s the tim

e just to get along w
ith m

y 
personal life anyw

ay. M
aybe I'm

 w
rong 

and crazy. D
id anyone ever have them

 
thoughts? Y

ou're not alone anym
ore. 

There are other solutions. The Tradi-
tions are the answ

ers, not the concepts. 
The hom

e group I belong to decided 
a year and 7

 m
onths ago that it could 

not 
participate 

in 
the 

know
n 

service 
structure, that if w

e w
ere to continue 

to call ourselves N
arcotics A

nonym
ous 

that it w
as tim

e w
e stopped negoti-

ating our Traditions to go along w
ith 

the status quo. The 1
2

 Traditions are 
not negotiable [3

rd Ed R
ev.]. S

o w
hy 

w
ere w

e negotiating them
? W

e left the 
A

rea w
e belonged to and found other 

groups w
ho w

ere also feeling the sam
e 

w
ay and form

ed our ow
n A

rea. A
 solu-

tion. 
W

e 
started 

to 
serve 

the 
needs 

of the groups instead of the w
ants of 

the service w
orkers. W

e decided also 
not to belong to a R

egion at this tim
e 

and not to belong to the W
orld S

ervice 
C

onference. S
om

e w
ill ask, "H

ow
 do 

you get literature then?". O
ur answ

er 
is that w

e print our ow
n. It is the right 

of the G
roup. This m

ight upset som
e 

people and cause great harm
. This has 

not gone w
ithout notice. W

e also w
ould 

like to thank all those w
ho have been in 

support of us the last few
 years. Y

our 
support w

as needed. This also has not 
gone w

ithout notice. Y
ou let us know

 
that w

e're not alone. N
arcotics A

non-
ym

ous, you are beautiful. M
ore w

ill be 
revealed.  

W
ritte

n
 B

y
: A

n
o

n
y
m

o
u
s
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S
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T
h
e
 
T
r
a
d
i
t
i
o
n
s
 

a
r
e
 
t
h
e
 
a
n
s
w
e
r
s
,
 

n
o
t
 
t
h
e
 
c
o
n
c
e
p
t
s
 

“
U

n
it

y
 v

s
 U

n
if

o
rm

it
y
”

O
ur

 u
ni

ty
 l

ie
s 

in
 o

ur
 d

iv
er

si
ty

. 
"T

he
 

gr
ea

te
r 

th
e 

ba
se

, a
s 

w
e 

gr
ow

 in
 u

ni
ty

 in
 

nu
m

be
rs

 a
nd

 in
 f

el
lo

w
sh

ip
, t

he
 b

ro
ad

er
 

th
e 

si
de

s 
an

d 
th

e 
hi

gh
er

 t
he

 p
oi

nt
 o

f 
fr

ee
do

m
."

 [B
as

ic
 T

ex
t, 

3
rd

 E
d.

 R
ev

is
ed

]. 
"G

oo
dw

ill
 is

 b
es

t 
ex

em
pl

ifi
ed

 in
 s

er
vi

ce
 

an
d 

pr
op

er
 s

er
vi

ce
 i

s 
'D

oi
ng

 t
he

 r
ig

ht
 

th
in

g 
fo

r 
th

e 
ri

gh
t 

re
as

on
.' 

W
he

n 
th

is
 

su
pp

or
ts

 a
nd

 m
ot

iv
at

es
 b

ot
h 

th
e 

in
di

-
vi

du
al

 a
nd

 t
he

 f
el

lo
w

sh
ip

, 
w

e 
ar

e 
fu

lly
 

w
ho

le
 a

nd
 w

ho
lly

 f
re

e.
" 

W
e 

he
ar

 a
 l

ot
 a

bo
ut

 u
ni

ty
 i

n 
ou

r 
fe

llo
w

sh
ip

. W
ha

t 
do

es
 t

he
 w

or
d 

"u
ni

ty
" 

m
ea

n?
 O

r 
is

 i
t 

ju
st

 a
 w

or
d 

w
e 

th
ro

w
 

ar
ou

nd
 t

o 
ge

t 
pe

op
le

 t
o 

be
lie

ve
 i

n 
ou

r 
ca

us
e?

 W
e 

al
so

 h
ea

r t
he

 w
or

d 
"d

is
un

ity
" 

ut
ili

ze
d 

in
 o

ur
 f

el
lo

w
sh

ip
 t

hr
ou

gh
 o

ur
 

se
rv

ic
e 

st
ru

ct
ur

e.
 W

ho
 i

s 
ca

us
in

g 
th

e 
di

su
ni

ty
? 

Th
e 

on
es

 p
oi

nt
in

g 
th

e 
fin

ge
r o

r 
th

e 
on

es
 t

he
 f

in
ge

rs
 a

re
 b

ei
ng

 p
oi

nt
ed

 
at

. 
O

ur
 T

ra
di

tio
ns

 t
el

l 
us

 h
ow

 t
o 

de
al

 
w

ith
 

in
te

rn
al

 
co

nt
ro

ve
rs

y,
 

th
e 

pr
ob

-
le

m
s 

th
at

 m
ay

 a
ri

se
 o

ut
 o

f 
ou

r 
in

ab
il-

ity
 t

o 
co

m
m

un
ic

at
e 

w
ith

 e
ac

h 
ot

he
r 

at
 

tim
es

. 
Th

e 
Tr

ad
iti

on
s 

of
 t

he
 f

el
lo

w
sh

ip
 

of
 N

A
 a

re
 li

ke
 t

he
 C

on
st

itu
tio

n 
an

d 
th

e 
B

ill
 o

f 
R

ig
ht

s 
of

 t
he

 U
ni

te
d 

S
ta

te
s 

of
 

A
m

er
ic

a.
 W

ith
ou

t 
th

em
 w

e 
w

ou
ld

 b
e 

in
 

sl
av

er
y.

 T
he

re
 w

ou
ld

 b
e 

no
 f

el
lo

w
sh

ip
. 

O
ve

r 
a 

pe
ri

od
 

of
 

tim
e,

 
af

te
r 

lo
ok

in
g 

ba
ck

 o
n 

ou
r 

hi
st

or
y,

 o
ne

 m
us

t 
w

on
de

r 
if 

w
e 

ha
ve

 e
ve

r 
fo

llo
w

ed
 t

he
 T

ra
di

tio
ns

. 
Th

e 
co

nt
ro

ve
rs

y 
w

hi
ch

 s
ee

m
s 

to
 h

av
e 

al
w

ay
s 

ex
is

te
d 

in
 

th
e 

fe
llo

w
sh

ip
 

is
 

ju
st

 a
 w

ay
 f

or
 t

he
 d

is
ea

se
 t

o 
m

an
ife

st
 

its
el

f 
w

ith
in

 N
ar

co
tic

s 
A

no
ny

m
ou

s.
 T

he
 

be
st

 w
ay

 f
or

 t
he

 d
is

ea
se

 t
o 

ex
is

t 
is

 t
o 

di
vi

de
 u

s 
th

ro
ug

h 
se

rv
ic

e 
al

ig
nm

en
ts

, 
to

 t
el

l 
us

 t
ha

t 
w

e 
ha

ve
 t

he
 a

ns
w

er
s 

an
d 

th
at

 i
f 

yo
u 

di
sa

gr
ee

 t
ha

t 
yo

u 
ar

e 

ca
us

in
g 

di
su

ni
ty

. 
W

e 
do

 
th

is
 

in
 

th
e 

na
m

e 
of

 g
ro

up
 c

on
sc

ie
nc

e,
 a

nd
 g

ro
up

 
co

ns
ci

en
ce

 m
us

t 
be

 r
ig

ht
. 

A
ft

er
 c

ar
e-

fu
lly

 r
ev

ie
w

in
g 

th
e 

S
ec

on
d 

Tr
ad

iti
on

 i
t 

w
as

 f
ou

nd
 t

o 
m

y 
su

rp
ri

se
 t

ha
t 

it 
st

at
es

, 
"W

e 
m

us
t 

be
 c

on
st

an
tly

 o
n 

gu
ar

d 
th

at
 

ou
r 

de
ci

si
on

s 
ar

e 
tr

ul
y 

an
 e

xp
re

ss
io

n 
of

 
G

od
's

 w
ill

. 
Th

er
e 

is
 o

ft
en

 a
 v

as
t 

di
ff

er
-

en
ce

 
be

tw
ee

n 
gr

ou
p 

co
ns

ci
en

ce
 

an
d 

gr
ou

p 
op

in
io

n,
 a

s 
di

ct
at

ed
 b

y 
po

w
er

-
fu

l 
pe

rs
on

al
iti

es
 o

r 
po

pu
la

ri
ty

."
 [

3
rd

 E
d 

R
ev

.] S
o,

 w
e 

as
k 

w
ho

 i
s 

ri
gh

t 
or

 w
ho

 i
s 

w
ro

ng
? 

D
oe

s 
th

er
e 

al
w

ay
s 

ha
ve

 t
o 

be
 

a 
ri

gh
t 

or
 w

ro
ng

? 
D

o 
w

e 
ha

ve
 t

he
 a

bi
l-

ity
 t

o 
th

in
k 

fo
r 

ou
rs

el
ve

s 
or

 d
o 

w
e 

ne
ed

 
so

m
eo

ne
 t

o 
do

 t
he

 t
hi

nk
in

g 
fo

r 
us

? 
I 

pe
rs

on
al

ly
 h

av
e 

no
 a

ns
w

er
s,

 ju
st

 q
ue

s-
tio

ns
. T

he
 lo

ng
er

 I 
st

ay
 c

le
an

, t
he

 m
or

e 
qu

es
tio

ns
 I

 h
av

e.
 S

om
e 

of
 ‘

th
e 

qu
es

-
tio

ns
 I

'v
e 

as
ke

d 
m

ys
el

f 
ar

e,
 w

ha
t 

ar
e 

th
e 

so
lu

tio
ns

, w
ho

 h
as

 t
he

m
, d

o 
I r

ea
lly

 
ha

ve
 t

o 
be

 i
nv

ol
ve

d 
to

 s
ta

y 
cl

ea
n,

 w
hy

 
ca

n'
t 

I.b
e 

ju
st

 l
ik

e 
th

e 
ne

xt
 g

uy
, 

do
 w

e 
re

al
ly

 n
ee

d 
th

e 
se

rv
ic

e 
st

ru
ct

ur
e,

 a
nd

 if
 

so
 w

hy
? 

Is
 t

he
re

 a
 w

ay
 t

o 
ch

an
ge

 t
he

 
se

rv
ic

e 
st

ru
ct

ur
e 

w
ith

ou
t 

be
in

g 
lis

te
d 

as
 a

 "
di

su
ni

fie
r"

? 
If

 s
o,

 h
ow

? 
It

 g
et

s 

11
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9
S

pe
ci

al
 E

di
ti

on

• 
To

 c
la

ri
fy

, t
h

is
 c

an
n

ot
 b

e 
ap

p
lie

d
 t

o
 a

n
y 

le
ve

l o
f s

er
vi

ce
 a

b
ov

e 
FS

C
 

an
d

 A
S

IS
. G

ro
u

p
s,

 A
re

as
, R

eg
io

n
s,

 e
tc

. (
in

cl
u

d
in

g 
th

o
se

 t
h

at
 c

al
l 

th
em

se
lv

es
 “A

S
IS

” o
r 

“F
S

C
” a

re
as

 a
n

d
 r

eg
io

n
s)

 s
it

 a
b

ov
e 

th
e 

FS
C

/
A

S
IS

 s
er

vi
ce

 le
ve

l a
n

d
 c

an
n

ot
 b

e 
to

ld
 w

h
at

 t
o

 d
o

 t
h

ro
u

gh
 t

h
is

 
se

rv
ic

e 
b

o
d

y;
 t

h
is

 m
ot

io
n

 a
p

p
lie

s 
O

N
LY

 t
o

 t
h

e 
Fe

llo
w

sh
ip

 S
er

vi
ce

 
C

o
n

fe
re

n
ce

 a
n

d
 d

ir
ec

t 
su

b
co

m
m

it
te

es
 o

f t
h

e 
co

n
fe

re
n

ce
 a

n
d

 A
S

IS
.
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Su
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liv
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 F
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N

om
a

ds
 c
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Fo
r i

nf
or

m
at

io
na

l p
ur

po
se

s 
on

ly
, t

he
 m

ot
io

n 
th

at
 w

as
 re

sc
in

de
d 

fo
llo

w
s 

– 
TH

ER
E 

IS
 N

O
 N

EE
D

 T
O

 C
O

N
SC

IE
N

C
E 

TH
IS

 A
S 

IT
 H

A
S 

B
EE

N
 

R
ES

C
IN

D
ED

 B
Y

 T
H

E 
M

O
TI

O
N

IN
G

 G
R

O
U

P
 A

N
D

 W
IL

L 
N

O
T 

B
E 

O
N

 T
H
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A

G
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D
A
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M
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• 
In

st
ru

ct
 t

h
e 

FS
C

 t
o

 t
ak

e 
an

 in
fo

rm
al

 p
o

ll 
ea

ch
 y

ea
r 

at
 t

h
e 

co
n

fe
re

n
ce

 o
f t

h
e 

lit
er

at
u

re
 e

ac
h

 G
ro

u
p

 u
se

s.
 

• 
Th

is
 w

ill
 b

e 
ac

co
m

p
lis

h
ed

 b
y 

th
e 

C
o

-C
h

ai
r 

se
n

d
in

g 
o

u
t 

a 
re

q
u

es
t 

fo
r 

a 
lis

t 
of

 li
te

ra
tu

re
 u

se
d

 b
y 

ea
ch

 G
ro

u
p

 w
it

h
 t

h
e 

m
in

u
te

s 
an

d
 

m
ot

io
n

s 
ea

ch
 y

ea
r. 

• 
Th

e 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n
 w

ill
 b

e 
co

lle
ct

ed
 a

s 
p

ar
t 

of
 t

h
e 

G
ro

u
p

 r
ep

o
rt

s 
an

d
 

th
u

s 
th

e 
re

su
lt

s 
of

 t
h

e 
p

o
ll 

w
ill

 b
e 

in
cl

u
d

ed
 in

 t
h

e 
m

in
u

te
s 

as
 p

ar
t 

of
 t

h
e 

G
ro

u
p

 r
ep

o
rt

s.
 G

ro
u

p
s 

ar
e 

as
ke

d
 t

o
 s

p
ec

ify
 w

h
ic

h
 v

er
si

o
n

(s
)/

ed
it

io
n

(s
) t

h
ey

 a
re

 u
si

n
g 

in
 c

as
es

 o
f l

it
er

at
u

re
 w

it
h

 m
u

lt
ip

le
 v

er
si

o
n

s 
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o
r ed

itio
n

s (like o
rigin

al IP
s vs revised

 IP
s o

r d
ifferent versio

n
s of 

th
e B

asic Text).

Intent 
Th

is is inten
d

ed
 to

: 

• 
S

tren
gth

en
 th

e p
rin

cip
le of H

o
m

e G
ro

u
p

 ap
p

roval. 

• 
E

stab
lish

 a literatu
re rep

o
rtin

g p
ro

cess th
at sim

p
ly gives vo

ice to
 

w
h

at G
ro

u
p

s are u
sin

g as o
p

p
o

sed
 to

 a “m
ajo

rity ru
le”. 

• 
S

o
lve th

e d
ilem

m
a of ap

p
rovin

g literatu
re in

 a w
ay th

at d
o

es n
ot 

acco
u

nt fo
r th

e m
in

o
rity in

 d
eterm

in
in

g literatu
re fo

r an
 entire 

Fellow
sh

ip
. 

• 
Th

is co
u

ld
 b

e u
sed

 in
 lieu

 of a fo
rm

al co
n

feren
ce p

ro
cess u

ntil su
ch

 
tim

e as th
e G

ro
u

p
s estab

lish
 o

n
e, an

d
 m

ay p
rove to

 b
e a p

referab
le 

m
eth

o
d

 to
 a co

n
feren

ce d
eterm

in
in

g w
h

at is “Fellow
sh

ip
 A

p
p

roved
” 

o
r “C

o
n

feren
ce A

p
p

roved
”.

Th
is is n

ot inten
d

ed
 to

 an
d

 sh
all n

ot: 

• 
R

em
ove th

e ab
ility of th

e G
ro

u
p

s to
 su

b
m

it a m
otio

n
 fo

r 
co

n
feren

ce ap
p

roval of an
y p

iece of literatu
re, as is th

eir righ
t an

d
 

p
ast p

ractice. 

• 
P

reclu
d

e an
y G

ro
u

p
 fro

m
 in

clu
d

in
g th

is typ
e of in

fo
rm

atio
n

 in
 th

eir 
G

ro
u

p
 rep

o
rts. G

ro
u

p
s can

 alread
y d

o
 th

is – Th
is m

otio
n

 seeks to
 

m
ake it a co

n
feren

ce p
ractice to

 ask fo
r th

e in
fo

rm
atio

n
. 

• 
O

b
lige an

y G
ro

u
p

 to
 rep

o
rt – Th

is o
n

ly o
b

liges th
e co

n
feren

ce to
 

ask fo
r an

d
 rep

o
rt th

e in
fo

rm
atio

n
. 
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