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The New/Old NA WAY Magazine
Volume 25 Special Edition
September 2019

This magazine was written in open participation by members of
the Groups of The Anonimy Foundation and members of the Groups
who participate in the Fellowship Service Conference and the Euro-

pean Fellowship Service Conference

WE NEED YOUR INPUT!

Please send your articles, event
information, comics or other input to
nahelp.org@gmail.com
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My Gratitude Speaks
When I Care
And When I Share
With Others

The NA Way

15th Annual Fellowship Service

Conference for N.A.

When: June 26ih thiu June 28ih, 2120 Where:
Hamburyg, PA Place. Oivel Mowmiain Camp 1540
Mouniam Ave. Himinag, Pa 19526

Cost: $100.00 per person
Price mciudes all meals {#n lodging I needed}

There is no reqsiraion fee all money goes drectly o pay for the facility and food
Write checks payable to Halorical Perspective Group

For More information: Coniact Historical Perspective Group

{610) 428 04923 Ask for Rey: or e-mail — malrixmatclub@vahoo.com

Check Out Dur Weh www.nahelp.org/ Send check to: ASLS. For NA

P.0. Box 4404 Allentown, Pa 18105 Write checks payable to

Historical Perspective Group of NA (Brnpg sheels, pllows, Towels and soap
everything elbe provided)

Address: City State:
p: Phone Number { ] -

Group Name Register by June 1, 2020

Amount $100.00 Check NO.
{Adversily does not bulld cdhawacier, it Reveals it} Bore Will Be Revesled.

[e]
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nicated with through email please call one of the trusted
servants that we will put phone numbers below. The His-
torical Perspectives Group is building a literature fund for a
stockpile so there will not be the waiting periods that we
have had to deal with for getting Baby Blue Basic Texts and
Gray Books. The information on how to donate will be in
this issue as well as a report regarding it. Group Conscience
was seen and heard the sword of Group Conscience is still
strong. Keep swinging it to protect our Fellowship from the
dangers involved with Groups not having a Conscience. We
are here to serve the Groups so if there is any way we can
serve please let us know.

In loving service,

Eric D
2020 Chair Servant
Fellowship Service Conference (for Narcotics Anonymous)

Eric D 1-402-640-2471
Erik F +316-46711134 - erikfiselier@hotmail.com
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The New/Old NA Way

Hosted By: Sponsored By:

Primary Purpose Group Grey Book Group. Mayo FL.

Live Oak FL. From the streets to the
seats group. Live Oak FL.

Date & Times:

Friday 4pm-7pm
Saturday 9am-7pm

——l> A
Location:
1391 11th St. SW
® Live Oak Fl. 32064
Sunday 9am-noon

G.B.S.A—L.CLIT CONFERENCE #9
( ALL ARE WELCOME )

Primary Purpose Group, The Grey Book Group, From the streets to the seats
Group and
The G.B.S.A —L.C Present:

9t Open Participatory Literature Conference

All addicts are welcome to attend and add input.
Our Goal: To continue working towards a complete first draft of the
Grey Book Meditations Book. (In This Moment) This book is the last in a series of workbooks
that have been created to use alongside the Grey Book. The Grey Book Step Work Guide and
Traditions Workbook are also labors of love produced and edited by members of Narcotics
Anonymous during this literature conference previously.

Who is the G.B.S.A.-L.C?!?!
The Grey Book Spiritual Autonomy Literature Committee is a committee formed in 2014 by a
home group in Jacksonville Florida. The home group believed that the best way to carry the
message would be to create a series of books written by addicts for addicts centered around
the Grey Book. The intent of writing these books is to have a full series of books; Meditation
Book, Step Working Guide and Traditions Work Book to use as tools in recovery and never to be
sold for profit. To date, 7 open participatory literature conferences and many workshops have
completed The Grey Book Step Working Guide 3 Draft and The Grey Book Traditions Work
Book 3™ Draft. These books are available in PDF format for free online. Currently there are
more than 7500 Grey Book Step Working guides in circulation among addicts in all 50 states and
17 countrys!!! And over 2000 Grey Book Traditions Workbook. It is our goal to provide addicts
with affordable recovery material, never for profit, written by addicts for addicts!!

GET INVOLVED, YOUR VOICE MATTERS, FREE TO ALL

Contact: Hank S. 904-236-2259 Nolie S. 904-570-2828
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older way) in which we addicts can recover. It's a reformer/
reformist/reformation type of deal that needs to happen/
take place. Our Home Group does not sign papers, we don’t
encourage people on drug replacement to share or serve,
and our meeting is closed to the public. This makes for a
rich recovery atmosphere. Anyway, we love every one of ya
and we hope to see you soon!

The motion failed with 0% approval from Groups. This motion
can be brought back if a Group chooses to bring it back.

GROUP THAT MADE MOTION IS NOT PRESENT

We need to contact this group. If by January 1st this Group
does not carry this motion it needs to be dropped.

Motioning Group Contact: Bryan H. — Phone (606) 584-9023

MOTION 2019 H

GSRs, ASRs, RSRs, or any other Representative empowered
by a Group to bring its conscience may not submit reasons
for votes unless the Group has instructed them to do so,
even if they have knowledge of such.

This motion failed with 78,6% approval from Groups. This
motion can be brought back if a Group chooses to bring it
back.

Motioning Group Contact: Chubs — Phone Group (225) 366-
9462 or Phone Chubs (775) 990-3509

MOTION 2019 K

Eliminate the “Chair” or "Chairperson” title from FSC and
ASIS titles. This would apply to any position using the title
“Chair”, including “Co-chair” titles.

This motion failed with 28,6% approval from Groups. This
motion can be brought back if a Group chooses to bring it

The New/Old NA Way

Narcotics Anonymous
www.nahelp.ni

Bel: 06-18496614 i
Of kom naar een meeting!

Unity groep

S

Roermond

€0 Wikt om et vy
weten,
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Footnote: It is already approved by are Home Group and
Other Home Groups in NA. It is on many of tables that
Groups have approved this I.P it has gone through the test
of time.

2) To approve the I.P. Total Abstinence

Intent to clarify our message of Total Abstinence within the
Fellowship of NA. This issue is @ major concern within the
Fellowship where we are allowing a corporation to define
our message as being other than total abstinence. This I.P.
clarify our message of total abstinence. It also has been out
since 2013 for input and review with no input coming since
2013.

Footnote: Footnote: It is already approved by are Home
Group and Other Home Groups in NA. It is on many of ta-
bles that Groups have approved this I.P it has gone through
the test of time.

Motioning Group Contact: Bill A. - Phone (484) 951-3305

The New/Old NA Way

Donations for the literature Stockpile

We are seeking donations to build a book stockpile in the USA
for the Grey Books and the Baby Blues.This way there never
has a delay on the book order ever again. In order to build this
stockpile we are looking for a first shipment that contains 5000
Baby Blues and 3000 Grey Books. The total cost for this order
including shipping from Europe to the U.S. is $8800.00. Hope-
fully Groups will help in this area and also individual members
can donate for this cause. The current balance for the Stockpile
is $3535.00 and we will continue to keep Groups posted about
where we are on raising the money. Donations can be made
through various methods.

1. Sending checks or money orders to the Historical Perspec-
tive Group.
Historical Perspective Group NA
P.O. Box 4404
Allentown PA 18105

2. PayPal. Our address is historicalperspectivena@.gmail.com.
Make sure to use the Friends and Family option.

3. Zelle. Account number is: 610-428-9923 (USA only)

For any further questions please
feel free to contact us through
email matrixmatclub@yahoo.com
or by phone: +14849513305.

In Loving Service,

The Historical Perspective Group

Balance as of 08/30/2019 is
$3535.00

Special Edition September 2019
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was hoping to build a new chapter
in his saga. Greg collected rocks
and it always amazed me how he
would pack-up and setup the many
glass cabinets with his extensive
collection.The last time | saw Greg
in person was at WCNA-26 in Saint
Louis. Greg and Lois shared a hotel
suite with me and my (now) ex. |
was glad for the private time with
him then since it was the last time
we hugged.

When | spoke with Greg four
days ago (Monday 26 April ‘99) he
sounded like he believed he had
weathered the storm and was past
the worst of it. Last night when |
spoke with Lois, his loving wife,
things had changed dramatically.
Part of me is grateful that Greg
was not in a lot of physical pain,
the other part of me insists that it
was not Greg'’s time yet. Talk about
bewildered, confused and not
knowing what to do!

Yes | accept God's will, though
understanding takes me a lot
longer.

This was neither a case of casu-
alty nor random accident. To his
credit, Greg had calmed earlier
fears and was truly looking forward
to a new era of creativity and fulfill-
ment of dreams. This will take a
while to sort out and in my heart,
| know it should be Greg doing the
sorting, not anyone else.

Very rarely has one person
touched and inspired the lives of
so many people. My recovery and
my daily living owe much to Greg.
For many of us, Greg is a true Hero
of N.A. We All Miss him.

The New/Old NA Way

In Between
WLCNA 2 and 3

| was on a train heading for
home. It was 9/ 14 / 1980. | had
just left the 2nd World Literature
Conference of Narcotics Anony-
mous in Lincoln, Nebraska. | had
about a day and a half ride back
to Levittown, Pennsylvania. | was
physically, mentally, and spiritually
spent. | was also hungry and broke.
| was trying to process my feelings
from the last 10 days. There were
SO many new experiences. | went
to the 10th World Convention of
Narcotics Anonymous in Wichita,
Kansas and then the 2nd WLCNA
in Lincoln,

Nebraska. The 10th WCNA was
enough to blow my mind. People
from all over the country. The
amount of recovery and clean time
at the convention was inspiring. |
then attended the 2nd WLCNA and
was blessed to witness and partic-
ipate in the miracle of our Basic
Text while in its infancy. The 2nd
WLCNA started with written mate-
rial from a couple of foot lockers
that were saved over many years
written by addicts from all over.
The writings were sorted into
an outline that had chapters and

There is only one pure motive to
give of yourself to NA, to serve,
and that is because you are grate-
ful for the life you have found
and you want to share that with
others. Not because you have the
most expe-rience or wish to enrich
us with your privileged views,
If that is the case, stay home on
Sundays, we don’t need that type
of “service’ What we do need is
members of NA that are willing
to serve the groups as the groups
direct them to.vv | am sick and tired
of career service junkies acting
like they are doing the Fellowship
some big favor by gracing us with
their time, There is only one pure
motive to give of yourself to NA, to
serve, and that is because you are
grateful for the life you have found
and you want to share that with
others. Not because you have the
most expe-rience or wish to enrich
us with your privileged views,
If that is the case, stay home on
Sundays, we don’t need that type
of “service’ What we do need is
members of NA that are willing
to serve the groups as the groups
direct them to.

Traditionally Speaking

Our fellowship may want to quit
“pussy-footing” around regarding
the Traditions.

Limited and misleading infor-
mation is limiting recovery and
effective shar-ing of recovery.

Let's justtalk about “the elephant
in the middle of the room” Just
share the truth — pure and simple.

TRADITION ONE - has little

Special Edition

if any-thing to do with a lack of
controversy or agreement on ideas
especially some “party-line” Real
unity exists when every meeting
we go to is based upon complete
abstinence from all drugs, recov-
ery from addition through the 12
Steps of NA and the sharing of
recov-ery through the 12Traditions
of NA.

TRADITION TWO -  while
personal contact with the God of
our under-standing is crucially
important we can-not forget that
a group needs complete unbi-
ased information for a real group
conscience. The 2nd half teaches
us how to behave if we are
given respon-sibility: like trusted
servants who do not govern.

TRADITION THREE - what is a
genu-ine ‘desire to stop using’ -
we need that to be a member - it
is not using pre-scribed drugs for
anxiety to avoid the pain of steps
4-9. If we really believe the only
requirement for membership is the
desire to stop using then we will
not name our meeting something
that indicates our group is differ-
ent than any other — men’s groups,
women'’s groups, gay groups etc.
compromise this Principal: why not
“the men of the eastside welcome
all addicts” rather than “the east-
side men’s group”?

TRADITION FOUR - Our group
decides how best to achieve
our pri-mary and any secondary
purposes, how we do that, within
the traditions, is our choice: what
NA literature we use, whether we
use services offered, what

events we sponsor, what service
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ter 8 of the “NA Big Book”

One Friday after the Oxford
Circle meeting. A few addicts
approached me about the litera-
ture committee. They wanted to
know why the literature committee
met in Bristol. Most of the addicts
in Northeast Philadelphia trav-
elled by way of public transpor-
tation. They couldn’t take public
transportation to the meeting but
they wanted to participate. Was it
possible to move the meeting to
Philadelphia? | told them | would
approach the group about it.

| asked the Bristol Literature
Committee about moving to a Phil-
adelphia location for better access.
The committee had been meeting
for about 6 months now and had
an identity in the NA Community.
We were also writing articles for
newsletters like the “Rainbow
Connection” and articles for possi-
ble starting our own newsletter.
Things were going well. If it's not
broke don't fix it! There was some
pride also. What are they going to
want next? To change the name
to the Philly Lit Committee ? Why
don’t they start their own commit-
tee?

The New/Old NA Way

| approached the addicts from
Philly the next week. What do you
think about forming a Philadel-
phia Literature Committee? They
thought that was great. | asked
who was going to be their chair-
person. Their answered surprised
me. They wanted me to chair their
committee because | was the only
one in the area had been to a NA
World Literature Committee. | had
the experience. They wanted to
meet on Tuesday night. Would | be
willing to do it?

The night they picked happened
to be the same night as a meeting
| started in Bristol. We didn’t have
the term home group yet but that
would

beitsequivalentto me.lattended
it every week. It was a tough choice
but | agreed to chair the Philly
Literature Committee. The meet-
ing in Bristol folded shortly after |
left. | was upset about the meeting
folding but | felt like | was follow-
ing God's Will and | had made the
right choice.

The Philadelphia Literature
Committee met at Debbie S apart-
ment. | was shocked at how many
people showed up at the 1st meet-

B
f

to believe in abstinence, accept my
condition, and gave me the faith to
try recovery.

Narcotics Anonymous taught me
that anything less than a totalcom-
mitment to all twenty-four spiritual
principals of recovery and sharing
is denial of my decision to turn
my will and life over to the Spirit
of recovery | perceive Therefore, |
cannot compromise. Acceptance
is acceptance. Reality shows me
that | am powerless over addiction
and my life is unmanageable by
me. | can choose to accept that or
deny it. Recovery demands accep-
tance. Faith is faith. Hope comes
from faith in my life and | believe
| can recover. | need to act on this
faith or become hopeless again.
Commitment is uncompromising
to me. It is surrender is action.
Honesty is honesty. Recovery rein-
forces personal integrity for me.
| am free to be as honest, coura-
geous and just as | am willing to
be uncompromising on spiritual
principals. This kind of limitless
recovery forces me to accept my
humanity. | fall short of my goals
consistently. But by “shaping my
thoughts with the spiritual ideals ...

(I'm) ... moving toward, ... (I'm) ..
free to become who ... () ... want
to be”

When | compromise spiritual
principals in my life, | limit my
recovery.

When | compromise spiritual
principals in my service, | deny
addicts the recovery they seek.
Just as acceptance is accep-
tance, faith is faith and honesty is
honesty, so group conscience is

Special Edition

group conscience, direct respon-
sibility is direct responsibility and
anonymity is anonymity.

Compromise of these spiritual
principals in service brings me
similar lifelimitation to compro-
mise in my recovery. Except that
the life | may limit, the recovery |
may deny, is often someone elseis.

Our predecessors taught us that
iHalf measure avail us nothing.
Compromising Spiritual Princi-
pals in recovery and service can
only hurt. My recovery demands
uncompromising honesty and
personal Integrity. Real recovery
and true service means

NO COMPROMISE!

Those Famous
Traditions 4 & 9

Tradition 9

Our Approval form which went
up for a vote May 6th @ the 82
WSC, our 2nd edition which the
conference again directed because
of the deletions in our 1st edition,
a 3rd revised Baby Blue with those
original 4 & 9th tradi-tions tradi-
tion 9 reads Service boards or
Committees “ None of them has
the power to rule, censor, decide
or dic-tate.” Tradition 2 tells us a
group’s One Ultimate Authority is
a loving God as he may express
himself in Our group con-science.
To me that means that no ser-vice
board or committee has the power
to rule, censor, decide or dictate to
our group .

Seems fairly clear. As All of our
texts say, “They existsolely to serve
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had completed their respective
chapters.

This is the prayer we said before
every meeting:

“GOD, grant us Your knowledge
that we may write according to
Your Divine precepts. Instill in us
a sense of Your purpose. Make us
servants of Your will and grant us a
bond of selflessness, that this may
be your work, not ours, in order
that no addict, need die from the
horrors of addiction”

If we got bogged down or argu-
mentative We said the Literature
Review Prayer again. Every time we
said the prayer | got goose bumps
because | could feel my Higher
Powers presence. The atmosphere
in the room became spiritual and
we realized why we were there.

_—

The New/Old NA Way

It was a miracle watching addicts
who appeared to have little skill
and/or experience transform into
selfless servants with distinct skills
and purpose. At times it appeared
effortless. Addicts were almost
always respectful and helpful. We
all understood that our efforts
weren't just for today’s addicts but
it was also for the addicts in the
future.

Both committees completed the
“cut and paste” work on their chap-
ters. They were ready for editing
at Memphis. An addict from each
committee committed to going
with me to the 3rd World Literature
Conference of Narcotics Anony-
mous in Memphis on 1/31/1981.
We were all very grateful for the
opportunity to be able serve the
NA Fellowship.

Greg Pierce 1947- 1999

Greg got clean in L.A. on Octo-
ber 25, 1970 when there was hardly
any NA outside Southern Califor-
nia. He found a tiny fellowship; and
as he always said, he “Bet his life”
on NA. Greg quickly got involved
in service; he wrote the NA Tree,
our first service manual; he wrote
virtually the entire Traditions chap-
ter in the BasicText; and he chaired
the first World Service

Conference in 1976. Greg was
elected the chairman of the World
Board of Trustees February 1978.

Maybe the most significant
contribution Greg made was to
encourage, shepherd, and perhaps
serve as “godfather” to the effort
for the writing and development of

mation from which to draw conclu-
sions and make decisions in the
name of group con-science.

This makes us extremely vulnera
ble to manipulation by trusted
servants who lack integrity and
would control communication.
Many very wrong deci-sions made
in the name of group con-science
have been the result of manipu-la-
tion in form of incomplete, inaccu-
rate or biased information.

While encouraging the members
responsible to change and grow,
we should be highly critical of such
actions.

Perhaps the most exciting
aspect of participation in a group
conscience comes when We try to
resolve a recur-ring problem. Our
primary purpose, maybe even the
very lives of addicts seeking recov-
ery hangs in the balance.The prob-
lem looms larger than life. We have
sought an answer through group
conscience before but failed to
find a solution. Old and new ideas
fly around the room. We become
frustrated and maybe even angry.

WAY
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What do we do? Each member
seeks a conscious con-tact with
their personal Higher Power.
Perhaps a gentle voice from the
rear of the group suggests quietly,
“we could follow this new path..”
The idea seems so clearly inspired,
the group and its conscience feel
very relieved, a loving Ultimate
Authority has been expressed.

NO COMPROMISE

One of the most painful and
degrading actions my active addic-
tion demanded of me was that
| consist-ently had to compro-
mise my ideals to survive. | had
grown up believing in honesty
and personal integrity; I'd learned
to be “...as good as my word” In
my youth, before active addiction
stole my self-worth, | was a person
of my word. You could believe
what | said.You could count on me.
| believed in certain principals, and

consistently stood up for
them. | wasn't always right but |
stood up for what | believed. My
belief system was based in my
perception of reality. Hon-esty
was honesty, and like pregnancy,
you either were or you weren't.
Personal integrity meant doing
the right thing for the right reason,
telling the truth, living without
deceit, being fair, just stand-ing up
for principals courageously, and
accepting the consequences of my
actions.

Addiction altered my behavior.
Reality became uncomfortable,
even-tually intolerable. | needed
more and more drugs to survive.
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Humility

Humility is the opposite of Pride,
which has been called the “dead-
liest sin “ It is indeed the subtlest
of My defects of character. | find
acting out of Pride to be the most
easily justified sick behavior. It
creeps up on Me and | think I'm
doing OK when I'm isolating from
others in the Fellowship-still going
to meetings ,but not sharing My
own feelings with others ,still
doing service,but out of Pride not
Love.

According to our text, Humility
is the necessary spiritual principle
of step 7, which states “ We Humbly
asked him to remove our short-
comings” Humility is the state of
seeing yourselfasYou are, or Living
in Truth. Pride weaves a matrix of
lies and illusions around us, which
we cannot see through when we
are caught up in them. We can see
these illusions quite clearly in the
lives of others, especially those
we know well. That is one reason
why we need each other to survive
our ongoing disease. My recovery
often depends onYour vision.

| believe steps 6 and 7 are the
real change steps of our program
and | can’t even begin to change
if I'm living in Pride which will not
allow Me to admit

the need for change.To maintain
this illusion of being OK, | must
isolate Myself from others in N.A.
Because they will reveal the fallacy
of My beliefs. The fellowship is a
magic, multi faceted mirror which
only reflects truth to Me never
falsehood. N.A. Will not co-sign My

The New/Old NA Way

bullshit, and for that | am Grateful,
It gives Me a chance to grow and
not die in My disease.

ANONYMI

A world-wide NA Home Group designed

de our trusted servants (whose

service has sometimes isolated them
from their local groups) with the love
and understanding they need to survive.

TO MUCH FREEDOM

It seems that the time has finally
come when we've built too broad
a base for our pyramid. The Pinna-
cle can’t be seen in the distance,
and as a result, We've built a
new mythos: ‘If we can’t see it, it
mustn’t be there”. Up until recently,
recovery was always an opportu-
nity for us to boost each other up
at any chance, to support efforts
for growth, and to expand tremen-
dous energy trying to do things
differently so that our actions
would match up with our princi-
ples. In the past seven years | have
had more experience with addicts
telling me that | couldn’t do some-
thing than with loving encourage-
ment. | don’t know why, and | miss
having people pull for me.

Am | the only addict left who
was told on arrival, “Sit down,
be quiet, listen carefully, and you
might sur-vive”? The responsibil-
ity for having any answers, | was
told, was not my problem. Addicts
explained to me that

all that | knew must change and
that what | knew most about was
using, which they didn’t need any
additional lessons in. | was given
instruction in the form of Steps
that aided me in finding a new
perspective. These Steps have
been a constant force for growth
ever since. Recently, I've watched
all sorts of Newcomers wander
in, assume they know every-
thing about recovery, and end up
running right back out. My God is
strong, but knows better than to
blunt his tools trying to work them
too hard. | don’t have the time,
energy, Or frankly, the inclination
to try to change the world. We do,
however, need to pay attention to
this phenomenon. It's really start-
ing to affect our Fellowship.

Traditionally, we don’t give
any-thing but suggestions to
people who ask. This is because
by nature We are a truly rebellious
bunch of reactionaries. We respond
poorly to direction, sug-gestions
have been a good tool for hav-ing
addicts work together for change.
However, there are musts in this
pro-gram, and indifference and
intolerance are not two of them.
These

come into play every time the
sub-ject of NA service comes up.
I’'m not just talking about the “with
the gearintherear” kind of service,
but about front-line service with
addicts helping addicts too. NA
service is about loving this Fellow-
ship and another addict so much
that We're willing to do whatever
We can to help God help Us. | had
to be shown how to do this and

Special Edition

was cor-rected when | got lost.

We all know now that power and
prestige can carry a message, but
do we know what we're giving ?

We had a simple, effective
method for reaching out and shar-
ing hope, now we can’t see the
Tree for the forest.

Unless you Was born in a Lit
Com-mittee meeting, suckled on
the tit of the Board of Trustees ,
raised (definitely latch-key) By
WSO, Today there is NO possibil-
ity of my future involvement with
writing new literature through the
approved channel. That is not our
experience! Our experience is that
anyone who wanted to participate
,no cleantime requirement were
welcome to participate in the liter-
ature process ,Our experience is
that one addict is no better than any
other addict. Our experience is that
we have no need of Professionals
in NA. Now, I'm not suggesting
that we make a newcomer respon-
sible for service. But we do need
to remember that the newcomer is
still our wellspring.

Now that we have positions
of authority in our fellowship,
now that we have thrown out our
traditions and replaced them with
concepts, now that our service
boards can totally dismiss our
groups’ conscience without any
fear of reprisal, | wonder what will
be required before our N.A. Soci-
ety will take a stand. Our Free-
dom is dwindling away, and many
long-time members (like myself)
are becoming desperately weary
of our situation. It is not too late
to save Our Fellowship, But we
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