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titles. This w
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ebpage

The 4th annual 

E.F.S.C. 
for N.A. 

Click here to
Register 

at nahelp.nl
€ 125,-  all inclusive
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g 
at

 a
 p

ile
 o

f 
pa

ds
 a

nd
 j

ou
rn

al
 

bo
ok

s 
w

ith
 e

nt
ri

es
 d

at
in

g 
ba

ck
 t

o 
O

ct
o-

be
r,

 1
9

8
8

. N
ow

 h
e 

w
on

’t 
be

 t
he

re
.

W
he

n 
I 

as
ke

d 
G

re
g 

to
 b

e 
m

y 
sp

on
-

so
r 

I 
w

as
 

m
os

tly
 

un
aw

ar
e 

of
 

G
re

g’
s 

ex
te

ns
iv

e 
co

nt
ri

bu
tio

ns
 

to
 

N
ar

co
tic

s 
A

no
ny

m
ou

s.
 W

ha
t 

I 
kn

ew
 i

s 
th

at
 G

re
g 

w
as

 
lik

e 
th

e 
pr

ov
er

bi
al

 
Es

ki
m

o 
w

ho
 

w
as

 o
ft

en
 a

t 
th

e 
ev

en
ts

 a
nd

 p
la

ce
s 

m
y 

re
co

ve
ry

 
an

d 
se

rv
ic

e 
to

ok
 

m
e.

 
G

re
g 

w
as

 a
bl

e 
to

 a
ns

w
er

 m
y 

qu
es

tio
ns

 a
nd

 
ex

pl
ai

n 
th

in
gs

 b
et

te
r 

th
an

 a
ny

on
e 

el
se

. 
I 

st
ar

te
d 

ca
lli

ng
 o

nc
e 

in
 a

 w
hi

le
 a

nd
 a

t 
a 

W
S

O
 w

or
ks

ho
p 

in
 A

tla
nt

a 
fo

rm
al

ly
 

ta
lk

ed
 a

bo
ut

 s
po

ns
or

sh
ip

 a
nd

 m
ad

e 
it 

“o
ff

ic
ia

l”
. 

W
e 

bu
ilt

 o
ur

 r
el

at
io

ns
hi

p 
on

 
tr

us
t 

an
d 

un
de

rs
ta

nd
in

g 
of

 
sp

ir
itu

al
 

pr
in

ci
pa

ls
. 

A
s 

he
 s

ho
w

ed
 m

e 
hi

s 
or

ig
-

in
al

s 
of

 t
he

 N
.A

. 
Tr

ee
, 

Th
e 

Tr
ia

ng
le

 o
f 

S
el

f O
bs

es
si

on
, L

iv
in

g 
Th

e 
Pr

og
ra

m
 a

nd
 

pa
rt

s 
of

 t
he

 B
as

ic
 T

ex
t;

 I
 t

he
n 

be
ca

m
e 

fa
m

ili
ar

 
w

ith
 

th
e 

G
re

g 
Pi

er
ce

 
ot

he
rs

 
kn

ew
. 

A
ny

tim
e 

G
re

g 
ca

m
e 

w
ith

in
 2

0
0

 
m

ile
s,

 I 
w

ou
ld

 g
o 

se
e 

hi
m

.
W

he
n 

he
 w

as
 a

 T
ru

st
ee

, t
he

 B
O

T 
m

et
 

ev
er

y 
ot

he
r 

m
on

th
, m

os
tly

 in
 V

an
 N

uy
s.

 
A

 f
av

or
ite

 r
ou

tin
e 

of
 o

ur
s 

w
as

 t
o 

ha
ve

 
di

nn
er

 
at

 
H

am
bu

rg
er

 
H

am
le

t/
H

ea
ve

n 

an
d 

en
jo

y 
th

e 
Lo

bs
te

r 
B

is
qu

e.
 I 

re
m

em
-

be
r 

th
e 

ni
gh

t 
B

ob
 S

to
ne

 w
as

 f
ir

ed
 w

e 
ha

d 
S

us
hi

 
w

ith
 

S
tr

et
ch

 
(n

on
-a

dd
ic

t 
Tr

us
te

e)
. 

O
th

er
 v

is
its

 i
nc

lu
de

d 
ex

cu
r-

si
on

s 
to

 l
oc

at
io

ns
 f

ro
m

 G
re

g’
s 

ch
ild

-
ho

od
 i

n 
L.

A
. 

A
nd

 s
ite

s 
no

ta
bl

e 
in

 t
he

 
ea

rl
y 

N
.A

. F
el

lo
w

sh
ip

 . 
G

re
g 

in
tr

od
uc

ed
 

m
e 

to
 V

ed
an

ta
 a

nd
 t

oo
k 

m
e 

to
 t

he
 A

sh
-

ra
m

 i
n 

La
 C

re
se

nt
a 

w
he

re
 J

im
m

y 
K

’s
. 

M
em

or
ia

l s
er

vi
ce

 w
as

 h
el

d.
 O

th
er

 s
ite

s 
in

cl
ud

ed
 J

im
m

y 
K

’s
 h

ou
se

, 
th

e 
1

9
5

3
 

D
ad

’s
 

C
lu

b 
pr

op
er

ty
 

w
he

re
 

th
e 

fir
st

 
st

an
d 

al
on

e 
m

ee
tin

g 
w

as
 e

st
ab

lis
he

d,
 

th
e 

ho
us

e 
w

he
re

 t
he

 o
ri

gi
na

l 
N

A
 c

om
-

m
itt

ee
 f

or
m

ed
, 

th
e 

or
ig

in
al

 S
ur

vi
vo

r’
s 

C
lu

b,
 

th
e 

M
oo

rp
ar

k 
m

ee
tin

g 
pl

ac
e,

 
G

re
g’

s 
or

ig
in

al
 h

om
eg

ro
up

 o
n 

G
ow

er
 

in
 

H
ol

ly
w

oo
d 

an
d 

ot
he

rs
. 

C
op

ie
s 

of
 

G
re

g’
s 

ex
te

ns
iv

e 
N

A
 a

rc
hi

ve
 m

at
er

ia
l 

ha
ve

 g
ra

ce
d 

m
in

e 
an

d 
m

an
y 

ot
he

rs
 N

A
 

hi
st

or
y 

w
or

ks
ho

ps
.

O
ne

 
tim

e 
G

re
g 

vi
si

te
d 

m
y 

ho
m

e 
w

he
n 

I 
liv

ed
 i

n 
O

ce
an

si
de

 a
nd

 w
e 

vi
s-

ite
d 

th
e 

w
id

ow
 o

f 
hi

s 
fir

st
 s

po
ns

or
, D

on
 

Z.
 

A
no

th
er

 
tim

e,
 

G
re

g 
st

ay
ed

 
at

 
m

y 
pl

ac
e 

in
 S

an
 D

ie
go

 a
nd

 s
po

ke
 a

t 
th

e 
B

aj
a 

C
al

ifo
rn

ia
 C

on
ve

nt
io

n.
 M

y 
vi

si
ts

 t
o 

G
re

g’
s 

ab
od

es
 i

nc
lu

de
d 

th
e 

ap
ar

tm
en

t 
in

 A
tla

nt
a 

an
d 

th
e 

ho
us

e 
in

 th
e 

co
w

fie
ld

 
in

 G
re

en
ev

ill
e,

 T
en

n.
 O

ne
 o

f 
m

y 
fa

vo
ri

te
 

ph
ot

os
 o

f 
G

re
g 

w
as

 t
ak

en
 i

n 
A

tla
nt

a 
ar

ou
nd

 1
9

9
0

. S
itt

in
g 

in
 h

is
 R

ov
er

, s
m

il-
in

g 
ou

t 
th

e 
si

de
 w

in
do

w
 -

- 
he

 lo
ok

s 
ju

st
 

lik
e 

a 
gr

iz
zl

y 
be

ar
, a

nd
 t

ha
t 

be
ca

m
e 

m
y 

ni
ck

na
m

e 
fo

r 
hi

m
. I

n 
th

e 
ne

ar
 f

ut
ur

e 
I’l

l 
be

 s
ee

in
g 

A
co

rn
 H

ill
 w

he
re

 h
e 

w
as

 h
op

-
in

g 
to

 b
ui

ld
 a

 n
ew

 c
ha

pt
er

 i
n 

hi
s 

sa
ga

. 
G

re
g 

co
lle

ct
ed

 
ro

ck
s 

an
d 

it 
al

w
ay

s 
am

az
ed

 m
e 

ho
w

 h
e 

w
ou

ld
 p

ac
k-

up
 a

nd
 

se
tu

p 
th

e 
m

an
y 

gl
as

s 
ca

bi
ne

ts
 

w
ith

 
hi

s 
ex

te
ns

iv
e 

co
lle

ct
io

n.
 T

he
 l

as
t 

tim
e 

I s
aw

 G
re

g 
in

 p
er

so
n 

w
as

 a
t 

W
C

N
A
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in S
aint Louis. G

reg and Lois shared a 
hotel suite w

ith m
e and m

y (now
) ex. 

I w
as glad for the private tim

e w
ith 

him
 then since it w

as the last tim
e w

e 
hugged.

W
hen I spoke w

ith G
reg four days 

ago (M
onday 2

6
 A

pril ‘9
9

) he sounded 
like he believed he had w

eathered the 
storm

 and w
as past the w

orst of it. Last 
night w

hen I spoke w
ith Lois, his loving 

w
ife, things had changed dram

atically. 
Part of m

e is grateful that G
reg w

as not 
in a lot of physical pain, the other part 
of m

e insists that it w
as not G

reg’s tim
e 

yet. Talk about bew
ildered, confused 

and not know
ing w

hat to do!
Y

es 
I 

accept 
G

od’s 
w

ill, 
though 

understanding takes m
e a lot longer.

This w
as neither a case of casualty 

nor 
random

 
accident. 

To 
his 

credit, 
G

reg had calm
ed earlier fears and w

as 
truly looking forw

ard to a new
 era of 

creativity 
and 

fulfillm
ent 

of 
dream

s. 
This w

ill take a w
hile to sort out and 

in m
y heart, I know

 it should be G
reg 

doing the sorting, not anyone else.
V

ery rarely has one person touched 
and inspired the lives of so m

any peo-
ple. M

y recovery and m
y daily living 

ow
e m

uch to G
reg. For m

any of us, 
G

reg is a true H
ero of N

.A
. W

e A
ll M

iss 
him

.

In
 B

e
tw

e
e

n
 

W
L
C

N
A

 2
 a

n
d
 3

I w
as on a train heading for hom

e. 
It w

as 9
/ 1

4
 / 1

9
8

0
. I had just left 

the 2
nd W

orld Literature C
onference 

of 
N

arcotics 
A

nonym
ous 

in 
Lincoln, 

N
ebraska. I had about a day and a half 

ride back to Levittow
n, Pennsylvania. I 

w
as physically, m

entally, and spiritually 
spent. I w

as also hungry and broke. I 
w

as trying to process m
y feelings from

 
the last 1

0
 days. There w

ere so m
any 

new
 experiences. I w

ent to the 1
0

th 
W

orld C
onvention of N

arcotics A
non-

ym
ous in W

ichita, K
ansas and then the 

2
nd W

LC
N

A
 in Lincoln,

 
N

ebraska. 
The 

1
0

th 
W

C
N

A
 

w
as 

enough to blow
 m

y m
ind. People from

 
all 

over 
the 

country. 
The 

am
ount 

of 
recovery and clean tim

e at the conven-
tion w

as inspiring. I then attended the 
2

nd W
LC

N
A

 and w
as blessed to w

it-
ness and participate in the m

iracle of 
our B

asic Text w
hile in its infancy. The 

2
nd W

LC
N

A
 started w

ith w
ritten m

ate-
rial from

 a couple of foot lockers that 
w

ere saved over m
any years w

ritten by 
addicts from

 all over. The w
ritings w

ere 
sorted into an outline that had chapters 
and subheadings. The “cut and paste” 
technique w

as trialed at the end of the 
conference and a rough draft of the 1

st 
six pages of our book w

ere com
pleted. 

This w
ork w

as accom
plished by pray-

ing often for G
od’s w

ill w
ith the dedica-

tion of m
any S

elfless S
ervants.

I 
hadn’t 

slept 
m

uch 
the 

past 
1

0
 

days. I w
as very hungry but the w

orst 
thing w

as I had no one to share this 
experience w

ith for the next 3
0

 hours. 
There w

as so m
uch to share w

ith every-

21
Septem

ber 2019
S

pecial E
dition

than “the eastside m
en’s group”?

TR
A

D
ITIO

N
 

FO
U

R
 

–
 

O
ur 

group 
decides how

 best to achieve our pri-
m

ary 
and 

any 
secondary 

purposes, 
how

 w
e do that, w

ithin the traditions, is 
our choice: w

hat N
A

 literature w
e use, 

w
hether w

e use services offered, w
hat

events 
w

e 
sponsor, 

w
hat 

service 
boards 

or 
com

m
ittees 

w
e 

create 
is 

entirely up to us. G
roups are autono-

m
ous, 

service 
boards 

or 
com

m
ittees 

are not; they are directly responsible 
to those they serve and can never be 
autonom

ous.
TR

A
D

ITIO
N

 FIV
E –

 groups and ser-
vice com

m
ittees can never carry the 

N
A

 
m

essage: 
“any 

addict 
can 

stop 
using…

” w
hen they elect using addicts 

as trusted servants. The desire to stop 
is our requirem

ent for m
em

bership but 
unless w

e have the ability to stop w
e 

carry the m
essage that som

etim
es it 

is O
K

 to use drugs –
 that is N

O
T our 

m
essage
TR

A
D

ITIO
N

 S
IX

 –
 w

hen w
e condone 

the sale of literature to distributors at 
prices low

er than to our m
em

bership 
w

e are financing an outside enterprise. 
W

hen w
e condone deals w

ith govern-
m

ents to m
ake m

eetings available w
e 

endorse outside enterprise. W
hen our 

speakers share their experiences w
ith 

specific treatm
ent facilities w

e dilute 
and corrupt our m

essage.
TR

A
D

ITIO
N

 
S

EV
EN

 
–

 
is 

not 
just 

about m
oney. W

hen w
e lim

it or cre-
dentiallize 

service 
involvem

ent 
w

e 
close 

participation 
to 

certain 
m

em
-

bers therefore stopping our ability to 
be self-supporting through the volun-
tary contributions of our m

em
bers and 

com
prom

ising the voice of our loving 

ultim
ate authority . W

hen w
e outsource 

creative services to hired outsiders w
e 

accept outside contributions even if w
e 

pay for them
.

TR
A

D
ITIO

N
 EIG

H
T –

 only N
A

 should 
speak to questions regarding w

hat N
A

 
is about w

hen w
e allow

 our hirelings 
to do that for us w

e have prom
oted 

professional N
A

. O
ur special w

orkers 
should have only very lim

ited non- pro-
fessional roles.

TR
A

D
ITIO

N
 N

IN
E –

 to be D
irectly 

R
esponsible 

to 
those 

they 
serve 

our 
service boards and com

m
ittees need 

to seek the guidance of G
roup C

on-
science, follow

 that guidance and regu-
larly review

 their policy to be sure they 
are doing w

hat they have been created 
to 

do. 
“N

A
 

should 
never 

be 
run 

by 
bureaucracy or m

anagem
ent nor con-

trolled by individuals w
ithin an adm

in-
istrative structure”

TR
A

D
ITIO

N
 

TEN
 

–
 

accepting 
court-ordered people on drug-replace-
m

ent therapies as m
em

bers m
ay be 

im
plying an opinion or taking a stand 

on an outside issue –
 w

e should take 
care.TR

A
D

ITIO
N

 ELEV
EN

 –
 Public R

ela-
tions can be prom

otion, Public Infor-
m

ation 
is 

generally 
attraction. 

H
ow

-
ever, w

e generally need the pow
er to 

edit before publication or broadcast to 
assure anonym

ity.
TR

A
D

ITIO
N

 TW
ELV

E –
 W

e som
e-

tim
es forget the 2

nd half of our nam
e, 

anonym
ity denotes sam

eness, w
eighty 

differentiation 
regarding 

sex, 
race, 

creed, 
or 

sexual 
preference 

com
pro-

m
ises this principle. S

ervice credential-
ization also defies com

pliance.
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op
en

er
.

If
 y

ou
 a

re
 a

 m
em

be
r 

of
 N

ar
co

tic
s 

A
no

ny
m

ou
s,

 
an

d 
fe

el
 

th
at

 
th

e 
m

os
t 

va
lu

ab
le

 
m

ea
ns

 
of

 
m

ak
in

g 
de

ci
si

on
s 

th
at

 a
ff

ec
t 

yo
ur

 f
el

lo
w

sh
ip

 i
s 

th
e 

“U
lti

-
m

at
e 

A
ut

ho
ri

ty
 

of
 

a 
lo

vi
ng

 
go

d 
as

 
ex

pr
es

se
d 

in
 O

U
R

 g
ro

up
 c

on
sc

ie
nc

e”
, 

th
en

 O
pp

os
e 

an
y 

fo
rm

 o
f 

re
si

st
an

ce
 t

o 
th

at
 

U
lti

m
at

e 
au

th
or

ity
, 

G
iv

in
g 

vo
te

s 
to

 
tr

us
te

d 
se

rv
an

ts
 

at
 

th
e 

ar
ea

 
an

d 
re

gi
on

al
 le

ve
ls

 o
f 

se
rv

ic
e 

on
ly

 s
er

ve
s 

to
 

ta
ke

 a
w

ay
 f

ro
m

 t
he

 f
in

al
 w

or
d 

of
 g

ro
up

 
co

ns
ci

en
ce

. 
W

he
n 

lis
te

ni
ng

 
to

 
th

os
e 

th
at

 w
ou

ld
 o

pp
os

e 
th

es
e 

vi
ew

s,
 l

oo
k 

at
 t

he
ir

 m
ot

iv
es

, 
an

d 
w

ha
t 

th
ey

 m
ig

ht
 

ha
ve

 t
o 

ga
in

 o
r 

lo
se

 …
…

…
…

I 
am

 s
ic

k 
an

d 
tir

ed
 o

f 
ca

re
er

 s
er

vi
ce

 
ju

nk
ie

s 
ac

tin
g 

lik
e 

th
ey

 a
re

 d
oi

ng
 t

he
 

Fe
llo

w
sh

ip
 s

om
e 

bi
g 

fa
vo

r 
by

 g
ra

ci
ng

 
us

 w
ith

 t
he

ir
 t

im
e,

 T
he

re
 i

s 
on

ly
 o

ne
 

pu
re

 m
ot

iv
e 

to
 g

iv
e 

of
 y

ou
rs

el
f 

to
 N

A
, 

to
 s

er
ve

, 
an

d 
th

at
 i

s 
be

ca
us

e 
yo

u 
ar

e 
gr

at
ef

ul
 f

or
 t

he
 li

fe
 y

ou
 h

av
e 

fo
un

d 
an

d 
yo

u 
w

an
t 

to
 

sh
ar

e 
th

at
 

w
ith

 
ot

he
rs

. 
N

ot
 b

ec
au

se
 y

ou
 h

av
e 

th
e 

m
os

t 
ex

pe
-

ri
en

ce
 o

r 
w

is
h 

to
 e

nr
ic

h 
us

 w
ith

 y
ou

r 
pr

iv
ile

ge
d 

vi
ew

s,
 If

 t
ha

t 
is

 t
he

 c
as

e,
 s

ta
y 

ho
m

e 
on

 S
un

da
ys

, 
w

e 
do

n’
t 

ne
ed

 t
ha

t 
ty

pe
 o

f 
“s

er
vi

ce
”,

 W
ha

t 
w

e 
do

 n
ee

d 
is

 
m

em
be

rs
 o

f N
A

 th
at

 a
re

 w
ill

in
g 

to
 s

er
ve

 
th

e 
gr

ou
ps

 a
s 

th
e 

gr
ou

ps
 d

ir
ec

t 
th

em
 

to
.

T
ra

d
it

io
n
a
ll
y
 S

p
e

a
k
in

g

O
ur

 
fe

llo
w

sh
ip

 
m

ay
 

w
an

t 
to

 
qu

it 
“p

us
sy

-f
oo

tin
g”

 a
ro

un
d 

re
ga

rd
in

g 
th

e 
Tr

ad
iti

on
s.

Li
m

ite
d 

an
d 

m
is

le
ad

in
g 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

is
 l

im
iti

ng
 r

ec
ov

er
y 

an
d 

ef
fe

ct
iv

e 
sh

ar
-

in
g 

of
 r

ec
ov

er
y.

Le
t’s

 ju
st

 t
al

k 
ab

ou
t 

“t
he

 e
le

ph
an

t 
in

 
th

e 
m

id
dl

e 
of

 t
he

 r
oo

m
” 

Ju
st

 s
ha

re
 t

he
 

tr
ut

h 
–

 p
ur

e 
an

d 
si

m
pl

e.
TR

A
D

IT
IO

N
 O

N
E 

–
 h

as
 l

itt
le
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IT
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 p
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G
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an
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ng
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 c
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an
t 
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e 
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ou
p 
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ho

w
 t

o 
be
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f 

w
e 
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e 
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n 
re
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on
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se
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ho
 d
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go
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 b
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If

 w
e 

re
al

ly
 b

el
ie

ve
 

th
e 

on
ly

 r
eq

ui
re

m
en

t 
fo

r 
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em
be

rs
hi

p 
is

 t
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 d
es

ir
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in
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 d
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ra
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 d
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e 

“N
A

 B
ig

 B
oo

k”
 (

th
at
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 L
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R
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m
onths now

 and had an identity in the 
N

A
 C

om
m

unity. W
e w

ere also w
riting 

articles for new
sletters like the “R

ain-
bow

 C
onnection” and articles for possi-

ble starting our ow
n new

sletter. Things 
w

ere going w
ell. If it’s not broke don’t 

fix it! There w
as som

e pride also. W
hat 

are they going to w
ant next? To change 

the nam
e to the Philly Lit C

om
m

ittee ? 
W

hy don’t they start their ow
n com

m
it-

tee?I approached the addicts from
 Philly 

the next w
eek. W

hat do you think about 
form

ing a Philadelphia Literature C
om

-
m

ittee? They thought that w
as great. I 

asked w
ho w

as going to be their chair-
person. Their answ

ered surprised m
e. 

They w
anted m

e to chair their com
m

it-
tee because I w

as the only one in the 
area had been to a N

A
 W

orld Litera-
ture C

om
m

ittee. I had the experience. 
They w

anted to m
eet on Tuesday night. 

W
ould I be w

illing to do it?
The 

night 
they 

picked 
happened 

to be the sam
e night as a m

eeting I 
started in B

ristol. W
e didn’t have the 

term
 hom

e group yet but that w
ould 

be its equivalent to m
e. I attended it 

every w
eek. It w

as a tough choice but 
I agreed to chair the Philly Literature 
C

om
m

ittee. 
The 

m
eeting 

in 
B

ristol 
folded shortly after I left. I w

as upset 
about the m

eeting folding but I felt like 
I w

as follow
ing G

od’s W
ill and I had 

m
ade the right choice.
The Philadelphia Literature C

om
m

it-
tee m

et at D
ebbie S

 apartm
ent. I w

as 
shocked at how

 m
any people show

ed 
up at the 1

st m
eeting. The enthusiasm

 
in 

the 
m

eeting 
to 

participate 
in 

the 
“N

A
 B

ig B
ook” w

as electric. I chaired 
the m

eeting from
 the doorw

ay into the 
next room

. There w
as no room

 any-
w

here. I suggested w
e start on chapter 

8
 w

here the B
ristol Literature C

om
m

it-
tee had left off from

 their last m
eeting. 

The com
m

ittee w
anted Philadelphia to 

have its ow
n m

ark The “N
A

 B
ig B

ook” 
The Philadelphia Literature C

om
m

ittee 
asked if they could w

ork on their ow
n 

chapter of the “N
A

 B
ig B

ook”. I told 
them

 I w
ould call B

o. W
e decided to 

19
Septem

ber 2019
S

pecial E
dition

the groups, and are D
irectly R

espon-
sible to them

 period . That too clearly 
m

eans they can not rule, censor, decide 
or dictate. I think its a pretty im

portant 
point. S

o how
 does it help to Explain 

the traditions by deleting that line out ?
Tradition 4
Talking again of service boards and 

C
om

m
ittees, tradition 4

 in it’s original 
form

 says, “W
hether w

e choose to uti-
lize these services is up to the G

roup.” 
A

gain this is left out in the 5
th &

 6
th 

editions. Tradition 2
 says that a group’s 

decisions are m
ade solely by its con-

science - so of course it’s up to the 
group. For this choice to be up to any-
one else w

ould be a violation of
tradition 2

. S
ervice boards or com

-
m

ittees 
aren’t 

A
utonom

ous 
like 

our 
G

roups 
self 

governing. 
The 

service 
structure is not the conscience of the 
fellow

ship, their m
ade up of our m

em
-

bers and elected to serve, w
hich m

eans 
help, not dictate. .S

o again the quote 
speaks the truth, and again it’s not in 
the 5

th or 6
th editions.

Those deleted lines are not actu-
ally essential these principles are cov-
ered already by tradition 2

. B
ut they 

are there to explain, to m
ake it crystal 

clear, to pass on understanding, just 
like all the w

riting on the traditions. 
For that reason they are im

portant, as 
is the w

hole chapter. D
oes it help your 

understanding of the traditions to leave 
these im

portant points out? If you go 
from

 our 2
nd edition or the 3

rd edition 
revised w

ith the original 4
th and 9

th 
traditions to the 5

th or new
 6

th edition, 
you’ll discover all sorts of little changes 
and re-interpretations and som

e quite 
significant ones too. It’s quite an eye 

T
h
o

s
e

 F
a
m

o
u
s
 

T
ra

d
itio

n
s
 4

 &
 9

Tradition 9
O

ur A
pproval form

 w
hich w

ent up 
for a vote M

ay 6
th @

 the 8
2

 W
S

C
, 

our 2
nd edition w

hich the conference 
again directed because of the deletions 
in our 1

st edition, a 3
rd revised B

aby 
B

lue w
ith those original 4

 &
 9

th tradi-
tions tradition 9

 reads S
ervice boards 

or C
om

m
ittees “ N

one of them
 has the 

pow
er to rule, censor, decide or dic-

tate.” Tradition 2
 tells us a group’s O

ne 
U

ltim
ate A

uthority is a loving G
od as he 

m
ay express him

self in O
ur group con-

science. To m
e that m

eans that no ser-
vice board or com

m
ittee has the pow

er 
to rule, censor, decide or dictate to our 
group .

S
eem

s 
fairly 

clear. 
A

s 
A

ll 
of 

our 
texts say, “They exist solely to serve 
the needs of the Fellow

ship.” The con-
cept of creating these service boards or 
com

m
ittees is directly related to pro-

viding 
som

e 
service 

that 
the 

groups 
have asked for and need, The sim

ple 
fact Is, that the service structure is not 
N

arcotics A
nonym

ous, their created by 
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se
lf-

de
st

ru
ct

io
n.

 
Y

ou
 

ta
ug

ht
 

m
e 

th
at

 
I 

w
as

 p
ow

er
le

ss
 o

ve
r 

th
e 

di
se

as
e 

of
  

ad
di

ct
io

n.
 I

 s
to

pp
ed

 u
si

ng
. 

Y
ou

 t
au

gh
t 

m
e 

th
at

 
si

m
pl

e 
ab

st
in

en
ce

 
w

as
 

no
t 

en
ou

gh
. 

I 
go

t 
ho

ne
st

. 
Y

ou
 t

ol
d 

m
e 

to
 

w
al

k 
m

y 
pr

ay
er

. 
I 

st
op

pe
d 

co
m

pr
om

is
-

in
g.

 
C

ou
ra

ge
 

ca
m

e 
sl

ow
ly

 
an

d 
pa

in
-

fu
lly

. Y
ou

 t
au

gh
t 

m
e 

th
at

 a
dd

ic
tio

n 
ha

d 
m

an
y 

m
or

e 
sy

m
pt

om
s 

th
an

 d
ru

g 
us

e.
 I

 
di

dn
’t 

un
de

rs
ta

nd
 t

ha
t 

at
 f

ir
st

. 
M

y 
di

s-
ho

ne
st

y,
 d

ec
ei

tf
ul

ne
ss

, 
an

d 
co

w
ar

di
ce

 
w

er
e 

m
or

e 
di

ff
ic

ul
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 t
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 p
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 d
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ith
 t
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 c

om
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fr
om
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 f
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th
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y 

w
ay

 d
id

n’
t 

w
or

k 
an

y 
be

tt
er

 i
n 

re
co

ve
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n 
it 

ha
d 

in
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ct
iv
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ad

di
ct
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n.
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y 

lif
e 
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d 

be
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m
e 

un
m

an
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ea
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an
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as

 
I 
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pt
ed

 
th

is
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y 

m
in
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op

en
ed
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W

at
ch

in
g 
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u 

liv
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an
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le
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to

 b
el

ie
ve
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n 
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st
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ne
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e,

 a
cc

ep
t 

m
y 

co
nd

iti
on
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an

d 
ga

ve
 

m
e 

th
e 

fa
ith

 t
o 

tr
y 

re
co

ve
ry
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no
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ou
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ht
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at
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th
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le
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itu
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ng
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ni
al
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f 
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y 

de
ci

si
on

 t
o 

tu
rn

 m
y 

w
ill

 
an

d 
lif

e 
ov

er
 t

o 
th

e 
S

pi
ri

t 
of

 r
ec

ov
er

y 
I 

pe
rc

ei
ve

 T
he

re
fo

re
, 

I 
ca

nn
ot

 c
om

pr
o-

m
is

e.
 A

cc
ep

ta
nc

e 
is

 a
cc

ep
ta

nc
e.

 R
ea

l-
ity

 s
ho

w
s 

m
e 

th
at

 I
 a

m
 p

ow
er

le
ss

 o
ve

r 
ad

di
ct

io
n 

an
d 

m
y 

lif
e 

is
 u

nm
an

ag
ea

bl
e 

by
 m

e.
 I

 c
an

 c
ho

os
e 

to
 a

cc
ep

t 
th

at
 o

r 
de

ny
 it

. R
ec

ov
er

y 
de

m
an

ds
 a

cc
ep

ta
nc

e.
 

Fa
ith

 i
s 

fa
ith

. 
H

op
e 

co
m

es
 f

ro
m

 f
ai

th
 

in
 m

y 
lif

e 
an

d 
I 

be
lie

ve
 I

 c
an

 r
ec

ov
er

. 
I 

ne
ed

 t
o 

ac
t 

on
 t

hi
s 

fa
ith

 o
r 

be
co

m
e 

ho
pe

le
ss

 a
ga

in
.

C
om

m
itm

en
t 

is
 u

nc
om

pr
om

is
in

g 
to

 
m

e.
 It

 is
 s

ur
re

nd
er

 is
 a

ct
io

n.
 H

on
es

ty
 is

 
ho

ne
st

y.
 R

ec
ov

er
y 

re
in

fo
rc

es
 p

er
so

na
l 

in
te

gr
ity

 f
or

 m
e.

 I 
am

 f
re

e 
to

 b
e 

as
 h

on
-

es
t, 

co
ur

ag
eo

us
 a

nd
 j

us
t 

as
 I

 a
m

 w
ill

-
in

g 
to

 b
e 

un
co

m
pr

om
is

in
g 

on
 s

pi
ri

tu
al

 
pr

in
ci

pa
ls

. 
Th

is
 k

in
d 

of
 l

im
itl

es
s 

re
co

v-
er

y 
fo

rc
es

 m
e 

to
 a

cc
ep

t 
m

y 
hu

m
an

ity
. 

I 
fa

ll 
sh

or
t 

of
 m

y 
go

al
s 

co
ns

is
te

nt
ly

. 
B

ut
 b

y 
“…

sh
ap

in
g 

m
y 

th
ou

gh
ts

 w
ith

 
th

e 
sp

ir
itu

al
 i

de
al

s 
…

 (
I’m

) 
...

 m
ov

in
g 

to
w

ar
d,

 …
 (

I’m
) 

…
 f

re
e 

to
 b

ec
om

e 
w

ho
 

…
 (

I) 
…

 w
an

t 
to

 b
e.

”
W

he
n 

I c
om

pr
om

is
e 

sp
ir

itu
al

 p
ri

nc
i-

pa
ls

 in
 m

y 
lif

e,
 I 

lim
it 

m
y 

re
co

ve
ry

.
W

he
n 

I 
co

m
pr

om
is

e 
sp

ir
itu

al
 p

ri
n-

ci
pa

ls
 in

 m
y 

se
rv

ic
e,

 I
 d

en
y 

ad
di

ct
s 

th
e 

re
co

ve
ry

 t
he

y 
se

ek
. J

us
t 

as
 a

cc
ep

ta
nc

e 
is

 a
cc

ep
ta

nc
e,

 f
ai

th
 i

s 
fa

ith
 a

nd
 h

on
-

es
ty

 is
 h

on
es

ty
, s

o 
gr

ou
p 

co
ns

ci
en

ce
 is

 
gr

ou
p 

co
ns

ci
en

ce
, 

di
re

ct
 r

es
po

ns
ib

ili
ty

 
is

 d
ir

ec
t 

re
sp

on
si

bi
lit

y 
an

d 
an

on
ym

ity
 is

 
an

on
ym

ity
.

C
om

pr
om

is
e 

of
 t

he
se

 s
pi

ri
tu

al
 p

ri
n-

ci
pa

ls
 i

n 
se

rv
ic

e 
br

in
gs

 m
e 

si
m

ila
r 

lif
e-

 
lim

ita
tio

n 
to

 c
om

pr
om

is
e 

in
 m

y 
re

co
v-

er
y.

 E
xc

ep
t 

th
at

 t
he

 li
fe

 I
 m

ay
 li

m
it,

 t
he

 
re

co
ve

ry
 I

 m
ay

 d
en

y,
 i

s 
of

te
n 

so
m

eo
ne

 
el

se
’s

.
O

ur
 

pr
ed

ec
es

so
rs

 
ta

ug
ht

 
us

 
th

at
 

“H
al

f 
m

ea
su

re
 a

va
il 

us
 n

ot
hi

ng
.”

 C
om

-
pr

om
is

in
g 

S
pi

ri
tu

al
 P

ri
nc

ip
al

s 
in

 r
ec

ov
-

er
y 

an
d 

se
rv

ic
e 

ca
n 

on
ly

 h
ur

t. 
M

y 
re

co
v-

er
y 

de
m

an
ds

 u
nc

om
pr

om
is

in
g 

ho
ne

st
y 

an
d 

pe
rs

on
al

 
In

te
gr

ity
. 

R
ea

l 
re

co
ve

ry
 

an
d 

tr
ue

 s
er

vi
ce

 m
ea

ns
 N

O
 C

O
M

PR
O

-
M

IS
E!

11
Se

pt
em

be
r 2

01
9

S
pe

ci
al

 E
di

ti
on

w
ri

te
 a

rt
ic

le
s 

ab
ou

t 
N

A
 r

ec
ov

er
y 

an
d 

se
e 

if 
th

ey
 c

ou
ld

 b
e 

pu
bl

is
he

d 
in

 t
he

 
“R

ai
nb

ow
 C

on
ne

ct
io

n”
I 

ca
lle

d 
B

o 
th

at
 n

ig
ht

. I
 t

ol
d 

hi
m

 w
e 

ha
d 

a 
ne

w
 N

A
 L

ite
ra

tu
re

 C
om

m
itt

ee
 i

n 
Ph

ila
de

lp
hi

a.
 T

he
 c

om
m

itt
ee

 w
an

te
d 

to
 

w
or

k 
on

 t
he

ir
 o

w
n 

ch
ap

te
r 

of
 t

he
 “

N
A

 
B

ig
 B

oo
k”

. 
B

o 
ha

d 
so

m
e 

qu
es

tio
ns

 a
s 

to
 w

hy
 t

he
re

 w
as

 2
 d

iff
er

en
t 

co
m

m
it-

te
es

. W
e 

w
er

e 
fr

om
 t

he
 s

am
e 

N
A

 A
re

a.
 

(P
hi

la
de

lp
hi

a 
A

re
a 

of
 N

A
) 

A
ft

er
 a

 l
on

g 
di

sc
us

si
on

 B
o 

ag
re

ed
 t

o 
S

en
d 

th
e 

Ph
il-

ad
el

ph
ia

 L
ite

ra
tu

re
 C

om
m

itt
ee

 th
e 

1
0

th
 

ch
ap

te
r 

“M
or

e 
W

ill
 

B
e 

R
ev

ea
le

d”
 

of
 

Th
e 

“N
A

 B
ig

 B
oo

k”
.

B
ot

h 
co

m
m

itt
ee

s 
ha

d 
co

ns
is

te
nt

 
su

pp
or

t 
an

d 
w

or
ke

d 
ha

rd
 t

o 
co

m
pl

et
e 

th
ei

r 
w

or
k 

pr
io

r 
to

 t
he

 3
rd

 N
A

 W
or

ld
 

Li
te

ra
tu

re
 

C
on

fe
re

nc
e 

in
 

M
em

ph
is

 
(t

ha
t’s

 a
no

th
er

 s
to

ry
) 

on
 J

an
ua

ry
 3

1
, 

1
9

8
1

 -
 F

eb
ru

ar
y 

8
, 

1
9

8
1

. 
Th

e 
co

m
-

m
itt

ee
s 

le
ar

ne
d 

ho
w

 t
o 

do
 “

cu
t 

an
d 

pa
st

e”
 t

ec
hn

iq
ue

 t
ha

t 
w

as
 d

ev
el

op
ed

 
at

 t
he

 2
nd

 N
A

 W
or

ld
 L

ite
ra

tu
re

 C
on

-
fe

re
nc

e.
 T

hi
s 

is
 h

ow
 w

e 
us

ed
 t

he
 “

cu
t 

an
d 

pa
st

e”
 t

ec
hn

iq
ue

 in
 o

ur
 c

om
m

itt
ee

. 
W

e 
lo

ok
ed

 a
t t

he
 o

ut
lin

e 
fo

r 
ea

ch
 c

ha
p-

te
r.

 W
e 

th
en

 d
is

tr
ib

ut
ed

 a
ll 

th
e 

w
ri

tt
en

 
m

at
er

ia
l 

th
at

 w
as

 s
or

te
d 

in
to

 t
he

 1
st

 
pa

rt
 

of
 

th
e 

ou
tli

ne
 

fr
om

 
th

e 
Li

nc
ol

n 
C

on
fe

re
nc

e.
 W

e 
ea

ch
 h

ad
 o

ne
 o

r 
tw

o 
pa

ge
s 

of
 w

ri
tt

en
 m

at
er

ia
l. 

W
e 

th
en

 r
ea

d 
th

em
 s

o 
w

e 
co

ul
d 

be
 f

am
ili

ar
 w

ith
 t

he
 

m
at

er
ia

l. 
A

ft
er

 e
ve

ry
on

e 
w

as
 f

in
is

he
d 

re
ad

in
g 

I 
as

ke
d 

w
ho

 h
ad

 a
n 

op
en

in
g 

pa
ra

gr
ap

h 
or

 s
en

te
nc

e 
fo

r 
th

is
 p

ar
t 

of
 

th
e 

ou
tli

ne
.

S
om

eo
ne

 
w

ou
ld

 
ra

is
e 

th
ei

r 
ha

nd
 

an
d 

re
ad

 
w

ha
t 

th
ey

 
th

ou
gh

t 
w

as
 

a 
go

od
 s

ta
rt

. 
If
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ry
on

e 
ag
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 w
e 
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t 

th
at

 p
ar

t 
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t 
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n 

th
e 

to
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of
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pi

ec
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ap
er
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S
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ne
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e 
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ig

ht
 

w
ou

ld
 r

ai
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ir
 h

an
d 

an
d 

sa
y 

I 
ha

ve
 

so
m

et
hi

ng
 

th
at

 
fo
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w
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th

at
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ce
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Th
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 b
e 
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 d
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pe
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ir
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d 
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e 

w
ou

ld
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 b
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 S

om
e 
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sc
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 f
ol
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O
ne
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n 
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e 

ot
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in
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g 
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e 
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e 
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 b
ot
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pi
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er
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O
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pa
ge

 f
ul
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th
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ut
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te
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so

m
eo

ne
 w

ou
ld

 
re
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 t

he
 p

ag
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 I
f 

it 
so

un
de

d 
go

od
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nt
in

ue
d 

on
 t

o 
pa

ge
 t

w
o.

 W
he

n 
w

e 
ha

d 
no

th
in

g 
le

ft
 f

or
 1

st
 p

ar
t 

of
 t

he
 o

ut
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lin
e 

w
e 
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ct
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d 
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ia
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 m
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 p
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e.

 E
ac

h 
of

 u
s 

ha
vi

ng
 o

ne
 o

r 
tw

o 
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ra
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-
w

h
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ee
d

 d
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m
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h
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h
o
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o
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f 
ad

d
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n
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t b
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-
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W
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 L
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ay
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in
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w
e 

sa
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fe
el
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y 

H
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The atm
osphere in the room

 becam
e 

spiritual and w
e realized w

hy w
e w

ere 
there. It w

as a m
iracle w

atching addicts 
w

ho appeared to have little skill and/
or 

experience 
transform

 
into 

selfless 
servants w

ith distinct skills and pur-
pose. A

t tim
es it appeared effortless. 

A
ddicts w

ere alm
ost alw

ays respectful 
and helpful. W

e all understood that our 
efforts w

eren’t just for today’s addicts 
but it w

as also for the addicts in the 
future.

B
oth 

com
m

ittees 
com

pleted 
the 

“cut and paste” w
ork on their chap-

ters. 
They 

w
ere 

ready 
for 

editing 
at 

M
em

phis. A
n addict from

 each com
-

m
ittee com

m
itted to going w

ith m
e to 

the 3
rd W

orld Literature C
onference of 

N
arcotics A

nonym
ous in M

em
phis on 

1
/3

1
/1

9
8

1
. W

e w
ere all very grateful 

for the opportunity to be able serve the 
N

A
 Fellow

ship.

G
re

g
 P

ie
rc

e
 19

4
7
- 19

9
9

G
reg got clean in L.A

. on O
ctober 2

5
, 

1
9

7
0

 w
hen there w

as hardly any N
A

 
outside S

outhern C
alifornia. H

e found a 
tiny fellow

ship; and as he alw
ays said, 

he “B
et his life” on N

A
. G

reg quickly 
got involved in service; he w

rote the N
A

 
Tree, our first service m

anual; he w
rote 

virtually the entire Traditions chapter in 
the B

asic Text; and he chaired the first 
W

orld S
ervice

 
C

onference 
in 

1
9

7
6

. 
G

reg 
w

as 
elected 

the 
chairm

an 
of 

the 
W

orld 
B

oard of Trustees February 1
9

7
8

.
M

aybe the m
ost significant contri-

bution G
reg m

ade w
as to encourage, 

shepherd, and perhaps serve as “god-
father” to the effort for the w

riting and 
developm

ent 
of 

our 
B

asic 
Text. 

H
ad 

G
reg not been there to cham

pion the 
project, it could not have borne fruit at 
that tim

e. (G
reg’s story appears both in 

the Little W
hite B

ook and in the B
asic 

Text book 2
, C

hapter 3
5

: “ I W
as D

if-
ferent.” 

If 
you’ve 

heard 
him

 
speak, 

you’ll recognize his story of show
ing up 

for his first m
eeting in a 3

-piece black 
suit and tie ) The m

odesty of the story 
doesn’t hint at the greater contribution 
he w

as m
aking to the B

asic Text. O
ne 

day w
hen he w

as self obsessed, he sat 
and w

rote the triangle of self obses-
sion, H

ow
 m

any of us have taken great 
solace and peace from

 this little IP.
O

n a road trip from
 O

regon to Tren-
ton ,N

J to speak at the 2
nd East C

oast 
C

onvention, G
reg stopped in Tennes-

see to see W
orld Literature Treasurer 

Joseph Proctor, G
reg had been w

riting 
along the w

ay on a draft for a guide 
to 

step 
4

 
in 
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O
ne 

of 
the 

m
ost 

painful 
and 

degrading actions m
y active addiction 

dem
anded of m

e w
as that I consist-

ently 
had 

to 
com

prom
ise 

m
y 

ideals 
to survive. I had grow

n up believing 
in honesty and personal integrity; I’d 
learned to be “…

as good as m
y w

ord”. 
In 

m
y 

youth, 
before 

active 
addiction 

stole m
y self-w

orth, I w
as a person of 

m
y w

ord. Y
ou could believe w

hat I said. 
Y

ou could count on m
e. I believed in 

certain principals, and
 consistently stood up for them

. I 
w

asn’t alw
ays right but I stood up for 

w
hat I believed. M

y belief system
 w

as 
based in m

y perception of reality. H
on-

esty w
as honesty, and like pregnancy, 

you either w
ere or you w

eren’t. Personal 
integrity m

eant doing the right thing for 
the right reason, telling the truth, living 
w

ithout deceit, being fair, just stand-
ing up for principals courageously, and 
accepting 

the 
consequences 

of 
m

y 
actions.

A
ddiction 

altered 
m

y 
behavior. 

R
eality becam

e uncom
fortable, even-

tually intolerable. I needed m
ore and 

m
ore 

drugs 
to 

survive. 
W

hen 
I 

w
as 

under the influence of drugs, honesty 
and integrity w

ere less im
portant and 

often 
inconvenient. 

B
etw

een 
‘runs’, 

honesty 
and 

integrity 
w

ere 
burdens 

that 
w

ould 
have 

prevented 
getting 

m
ore drugs and the relief I needed. M

y 
values w

ere still there, how
ever, and 

the only escape from
 this inner conflict 

of addiction vs. conscience w
as to use 

m
ore drugs. Eventually addiction con-

quered conscience. D
ishonesty, deceit, 

and injustice becam
e as m

uch a part 

of m
y life as drugs. I w

ould do w
hat-

ever 
w

as 
needed, 

say 
w

hatever 
w

as 
required, be w

hoever the drug culture I 
lived in expected, to get the m

oney and 
drugs m

y addiction dem
anded. W

hat-
ever the consequences of m

y actions 
w

ere, there alw
ays seem

s to be enough 
drugs to com

pensate.
D

ishonesty, deceit, and cow
ardice 

becam
e habitual. M

y self-esteem
 w

as 
lost to the dem

ands of active addic-
tion. I lied and stole for practice, even 
w

hen 
I 

didn’t 
need 

to. 
I 

laughed 
at 

honest people w
ho stood up for their 

beliefs 
and 

called 
them

 
square 

and 
used 

them
. 

Living 
up 

to 
principals 

m
ade them

 vulnerable, I thought them
 

w
eak. A

ddiction tw
isted reality cruelly 

so that I began to feel that m
y dishon-

esty and deceit could result in som
e 

benefit for them
. A

fter all, I thought, I 
am

 sophisticated and they are naive. I 
w

as baffled w
hen their pain and con-

fusion increased. I gradually began to 
see m

yself as hopelessly im
m

oral. The 
drugs slow

ly stopped w
orking so w

ell 
and conscience nagged m

e about m
y 

dishonesty and cow
ardice. M

y denial 
forced m

e to continue telling m
yself 

that I’d becom
e such a bad person that 

there w
as no hope. I’d becom

e w
hat I 

despised and there w
as no reconcilia-

tion betw
een m

y actions and m
y ideals. 

O
nly death or perm

anent incarceration 
could save the w

orld from
 m

y pain. I 
began trying to kill m

yself w
ith drugs. It 

didn’t w
ork. The fog of addiction thick-

ened and I groped hopelessly for help.
B

lindly I reached out and you took 
m

y 
hand. 

N
arcotics 

A
nonym

ous 
res-

cued m
e from

 m
y dishonest, deceit-

ful, 
cow

ardly, 
drug-altered 

w
orld 

of 
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ce

,b
ut

 o
ut

 o
f 

Pr
id

e 
no

t 
Lo

ve
.

A
cc

or
di

ng
 to

 o
ur

 te
xt

, H
um

ili
ty

 is
 th

e 
ne

ce
ss

ar
y 

sp
ir

itu
al

 p
ri

nc
ip

le
 o

f 
st

ep
 7

, 
w

hi
ch

 s
ta

te
s 

“ 
W

e 
H

um
bl

y 
as

ke
d 

hi
m

 
to

 r
em

ov
e 

ou
r 

sh
or

tc
om

in
gs

” 
H

um
ili

ty
 

is
 t

he
 s

ta
te

 o
f 

se
ei

ng
 y

ou
rs

el
f 

as
 Y

ou
 

ar
e,

 o
r 

Li
vi

ng
 i

n 
Tr

ut
h.

 P
ri

de
 w

ea
ve

s 
a 

m
at

ri
x 

of
 l

ie
s 

an
d 

ill
us

io
ns

 a
ro

un
d 

us
, 

w
hi

ch
 

w
e 

ca
nn

ot
 

se
e 

th
ro

ug
h 

w
he

n 
w

e 
ar

e 
ca

ug
ht

 u
p 

in
 t

he
m

. W
e 

ca
n 

se
e 

th
es

e 
ill

us
io

ns
 q

ui
te

 c
le

ar
ly

 i
n 

th
e 

liv
es

 
of

 
ot

he
rs

, 
es

pe
ci

al
ly

 
th

os
e 

w
e 

kn
ow

 
w

el
l. 

Th
at

 i
s 

on
e 

re
as

on
 w

hy
 w

e 
ne

ed
 

ea
ch

 o
th

er
 t

o 
su

rv
iv

e 
ou

r 
on

go
in

g 
di

s-
ea

se
. 

M
y 

re
co

ve
ry

 o
ft

en
 d

ep
en

ds
 o

n 
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all that I knew
 m

ust change and that 
w

hat I knew
 m

ost about w
as using, 

w
hich they didn’t need any additional 

lessons in. I w
as given instruction in the 

form
 of S

teps that aided m
e in finding 

a new
 perspective. These S

teps have 
been a constant force for grow

th ever 
since. R

ecently, I’ve w
atched all sorts 

of N
ew

com
ers w

ander in, assum
e they 

know
 everything about recovery, and 

end up running right back out. M
y G

od 
is 

strong, 
but 

know
s 

better 
than 

to 
blunt his tools trying to w

ork them
 too 

hard. I don’t have the tim
e, energy, O

r 
frankly, the inclination to try to change 
the w

orld. W
e do, how

ever, need to pay 
attention to this phenom

enon. It’s really 
starting to affect our Fellow

ship.
Traditionally, 

w
e 

don’t 
give 

any-
thing but suggestions to people w

ho 
ask. This is because by nature W

e are a 
truly rebellious bunch of reactionaries. 
W

e respond poorly to direction, sug-
gestions have been a good tool for hav-
ing addicts w

ork together for change. 
H

ow
ever, there are m

usts in this pro-
gram

, and indifference and intolerance 
are not tw

o of them
. These

 com
e into play every tim

e the sub-
ject of N

A
 service com

es up. I’m
 not 

just talking about the “w
ith the gear 

in the rear” kind of service, but about 
front-line service w

ith addicts helping 
addicts too. N

A
 service is about loving 

this Fellow
ship and another addict so 

m
uch that W

e’re w
illing to do w

hatever 
W

e can to help G
od help U

s. I had to 
be show

n how
 to do this and w

as cor-
rected w

hen I got lost.
W

e all know
 now

 that pow
er and 

prestige can carry a m
essage, but do 

w
e know

 w
hat w

e’re giving ?

Y
our vision.

I believe steps 6
 and 7

 are the real 
change steps of our program

 and I can’t 
even begin to change if I’m

 living in 
Pride w

hich w
ill not allow

 M
e to adm

it
 the need for change. To m

aintain 
this illusion of being O

K
, I m

ust isolate 
M

yself 
from

 
others 

in 
N

.A
. 

B
ecause 

they w
ill reveal the fallacy of M

y beliefs. 
The fellow

ship is a m
agic, m

ulti faceted 
m

irror w
hich only reflects truth to M

e 
never falsehood. N

.A
. W

ill not co-sign 
M

y bullshit, and for that I am
 G

rateful, 
It gives M

e a chance to grow
 and not 

die in M
y disease.

T
O

 M
U

C
H

 F
R

E
E

D
O

M

It seem
s that the tim

e has finally 
com

e 
w

hen 
w

e’ve 
built 

too 
broad 

a 
base 

for 
our 

pyram
id. 

The 
Pinnacle 

can’t be seen in the distance, and as 
a result, W

e’ve built a new
 m

ythos: ‘If 
w

e can’t see it, it m
ustn’t be there’. U

p 
until recently, recovery w

as alw
ays an 

opportunity for us to boost each other 
up at any chance, to support efforts 
for grow

th, and to expand trem
endous 

energy trying to do things differently so 
that our actions w

ould m
atch up w

ith 
our principles. In the past seven years I 
have had m

ore experience w
ith addicts 

telling m
e that I couldn’t do som

ething 
than w

ith loving encouragem
ent. I don’t 

know
 w

hy, and I m
iss having people 

pull for m
e.

A
m

 I the only addict left w
ho w

as 
told 

on 
arrival, 

“S
it 

dow
n, 

be 
quiet, 

listen 
carefully, 

and 
you 

m
ight 

sur-
vive”? 

The 
responsibility 

for 
having 

any answ
ers, I w

as told, w
as not m

y 
problem

. A
ddicts explained to m

e that 

15
Septem

ber 2019
S

pecial E
dition

W
e had a sim

ple, effective m
ethod 

for reaching out and sharing hope, now
 

w
e can’t see the Tree for the forest.

U
nless you W

as born in a Lit C
om

-
m

ittee m
eeting, suckled on the tit of 

the B
oard of Trustees , raised (definitely 

latch-key) B
y W

S
O

, Today there is N
O

 
possibility 

of 
m

y 
future 

involvem
ent 

w
ith 

w
riting 

new
 

literature 
through 

the approved channel. That is not our 
experience! 

O
ur 

experience 
is 

that 
anyone w

ho w
anted to participate ,no 

cleantim
e requirem

ent w
ere w

elcom
e 

to participate in the literature process 
,O

ur experience is that one addict is 
no better than any other addict. O

ur 
experience 

is 
that 

w
e 

have 
no 

need 
of Professionals in N

A
. N

ow
, I’m

 not 
suggesting that w

e m
ake a new

com
er 

responsible for service. B
ut w

e do need 
to rem

em
ber that the new

com
er is still 

our w
ellspring.

N
ow

 
that 

w
e 

have 
positions 

of 
authority in our fellow

ship, now
 that 

w
e have throw

n out our traditions and 
replaced them

 w
ith concepts, now

 that 
our service boards can totally dism

iss 
our 

groups’ 
conscience 

w
ithout 

any 
fear of reprisal, I w

onder w
hat w

ill be 
required before our N

.A
. S

ociety w
ill 

take a stand. O
ur Freedom

 is dw
indling 

aw
ay, 

and 
m

any 
long-tim

e 
m

em
bers 

(like m
yself) are becom

ing desperately 
w

eary of our situation. It is not too late 
to save O

ur Fellow
ship, B

ut w
e m

ust 
as a w

hole decide to use the Principles 
that have w

orked since the inception of 
N

arcotics A
nonym

ous, instead of buy-
ing in w

holesale to w
hatever glossy, 

slickly produced, m
ass-m

arketed, pro-
fessionally driven solutions that are for-
w

arded at the cost of our A
utonom

y.

O
h, and by the w

ay, I can still see 
the pinnacle. C

an Y
ou ?

G
R

O
U

P
 C

O
N

S
C

IE
N

C
E

In service to N
A

, “...there is but one 
ultim

ate A
uthority, a loving G

od as he 
m

ay express him
self in our group con-

science...”
W

hat is this thing called group con-
science? H

ow
 does it develop? W

hen 
can w

e be sure it has been expressed? 
U

pon w
hat does it depend? O

ur basic 
text w

arns us, “ W
e m

ust be constantly 
on guard that our decisions are truly an 
expression of G

od’s w
ill. There is often 

a vast difference betw
een group con-

science and group opinion, S
om

e of our 
m

ost painful grow
ing experiences have 

com
e as a result of decisions m

ade in 
the nam

e of group conscience.”
It seem

s that the gathering together 
of N

A
 m

em
bers to discuss and decide 

upon an issue does not insure that the 
result w

ill be the conscience of that 
group or an expression of our U

ltim
ate 

A
uthority. The lim

iting factors seem
 to 

be the accuracy and com
pleteness of 

inform
ation 

provided, 
and 

quality 
of 

recovery, or spiritual base, of the m
em

-
bers involved.

G
roup conscience is only a chan-


