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 u
sin

g
 w

e w
ere n

o
t th

at 
g

ratefu
l o

f anyth
in

g
, w

e b
asically 

d
estro

yed
 anyth

in
g

 th
at cam

e in
 

o
u

r 
w

ay; 
relatio

n
sh

ip
s, 

p
hysical 

th
in

g
s 

an
d

 
o

u
r 

o
w

n
 

lives. 
O

u
r 

loved
 o

n
es m

ayb
e tried

 a lo
t to

 
h

elp
 u

s, to
 try to

 save o
u

r lives. W
e 

w
ere n

o
t g

ratefu
l fo

r th
o

se th
in

g
s; 

th
ey w

ere b
u

t o
b

stacles b
etw

een
 

u
s an

d
 o

u
r u

sin
g

. W
e co

u
ld

 b
e 

jealo
u

s 
o

f 
o

th
er´s 

an
d

 
w

ish
ed

 
p

eo
p

le n
o

 g
o

o
d

 in
 life, b

ecau
se 

w
e h

ave h
ad

 su
ch

 a “sh
itty lu

ck” 
so

 sh
o

u
ld

 o
th

er´s.
W

h
en

 w
e reach

ed
 th

e en
d

 o
f th

e 
ro

ad
, w

e w
ere g

ran
ted

 a ch
o

ice, 
eith

er d
o

 w
e co

n
tin

u
e th

is p
ath

, to
 

jails, in
stitu

tio
n

s an
d

 d
eath

. O
r try 

a n
ew

 w
ay o

f life. 
W

h
en

 w
e receive a g

ift fro
m

 
so

m
eo

n
e to

d
ay, if w

e are g
rate-

fu
l, w

e w
ill take care o

f th
at g

ift, 
m

ain
tain

 it an
d

 care fo
r it. If w

e 
are g

ratefu
l fo

r it, w
e d

o
 n

o
t th

ro
w

 
it in

 th
e d

u
m

p
ster. 

N
A

 an
d

 G
o

d
 h

ave g
ran

ted
 u

s 
th

e g
ift o

f life, freed
o

m
! A

n
d

 if w
e 

are g
ratefu

l, w
e w

ill take care o
f 

th
at g

ift, d
o

 th
e actio

n
s n

ecessary 
to

 m
ain

tain
 th

at g
ift, an

d
 w

an
t th

at 
g

ift fo
r o

th
ers. H

o
w

 w
e d

o
 th

at is 

T
he G

ro
up

s o
f N

o
rthern C

o
lum

b
iana C

o
unty A

rea o
f N

arco
tics A

no
nym

o
us p

resent...

A
nnual 12 S

tep
 R

etreat

F
eb

ruary 21, 22, and
 23, 2020

D
as D

utch V
illag

e Inn
150 E

ast state R
o

ute 14
C

o
lum

b
iana, O

hio
 44408

W
hat to

 exp
ect: S

p
eakers, D

iscussio
n, C

o
ffee,

R
eal N

A
 O

ld
 S

cho
o

l R
eco

very!

o
nly $5.00 fo

r the w
eekend

 if yo
u p

re-reg
ister - $10.00 at the d

o
o

r

P
re-R

eg
ister b

y E
m

ailing
 step

retreat@
yaho

o
.co

m

N
O

 ad
d

ict E
V

E
R

 turned
 aw

ay!

R
o

o
m

s start at $94 p
er nig

ht fo
r 2 ad

ults 
($10.00 ad

d
itio

nal fo
r each ad

ult)
P

rices are sub
ject to

 chang
e

R
eserve yo

ur ro
o

m
 b

y January 1, 2020 m
entio

n yo
u are w

ith the 
N

A
 retreat to

 g
et the d

isco
unted

 p
rice

C
all H

o
tel @

 330-4825050
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th
ro

u
g

h
 t

h
e 

p
ro

g
ra

m
 o

f 
N

ar
co

ti
cs

 
A

n
o

ny
m

o
u

s,
 t

o
 b

e 
ex

am
p

le
s 

fo
r 

o
th

er
s;

  
w

o
rk

in
g

 t
h

e 
st

ep
s 

w
it

h
 

g
u

id
an

ce
 

fr
o

m
 

o
u

r 
sp

o
n

so
r´

s,
 

p
ra

y 
an

d
 m

ed
it

at
e 

d
ai

ly
, 

se
ar

ch
-

in
g

 f
o

r 
G

o
d

s 
w

ill
, g

o
 t

o
 m

ee
ti

n
g

s,
 

co
m

m
u

n
ic

at
e 

w
it

h
 o

th
er

 a
d

d
ic

ts
 

an
d

 
g

et
 

in
vo

lv
ed

 
in

 
se

rv
ic

e,
 

to
 

h
el

p
 

ca
rr

yi
n

g
 

th
e 

m
es

sa
g

e 
so

 
m

ay
b

e 
o

th
er

s 
al

so
 c

an
 e

xp
er

ie
n

ce
 

th
at

 b
ea

u
ti

fu
l g

ift
 o

f 
lif

e.
 

T
h

e 
m

es
sa

g
e 

w
e 

ca
rr

y 
n

ee
d

s 
to

 
b

e 
cl

ea
r,

 s
o

 a
d

d
ic

ts
 a

re
 g

ra
n

te
d

 th
e 

o
p

p
o

rt
u

n
it

y 
to

 a
cc

ep
t 

o
r 

d
ec

lin
e 

o
u

r 
w

ay
 o

f 
lif

e,
 w

e 
ca

n
n

o
t 

ad
ap

t 
th

e 
p

ro
g

ra
m

 t
o

 e
ve

ry
 i

n
d

iv
id

u
al

’s
 

lif
e,

 b
u

t 
w

e 
ca

n
 a

d
ap

t 
o

u
r 

liv
es

 t
o

 
th

e 
p

ro
g

ra
m

.
W

e 
ar

e 
g

ra
te

fu
l 

fo
r 

G
o

d
’s

 
g

ra
ce

 
an

d
 

N
ar

co
ti

cs
 

A
n

o
ny

-
m

o
u

s,
 b

ec
au

se
 o

f 
th

at
 d

o
 w

e 
g

iv
e 

b
ac

k,
 h

el
p

 f
u

lfi 
lli

n
g

 o
u

r 
p

ri
m

ar
y 

p
u

rp
o

se
, 

to
 c

o
n

tr
ib

u
te

 w
it

h
 a

ny
 

m
ea

n
s 

w
e 

ca
n

, 
an

d
 

tr
y 

to
 

liv
e 

ac
co

rd
in

g
 

to
 

th
e 

p
ri

n
ci

p
le

s 
w

e 
w

er
e 

th
o

u
g

h
t 

b
y 

G
o

d
 

an
d

 
N

A
. 

W
e 

d
o

 n
o

t 
ta

ke
 f

o
r 

g
ra

n
te

d
 t

h
at

 
ev

er
yo

n
e 

el
se

 w
ill

 p
u

t 
in

 t
h

e 
w

o
rk

 
an

d
 d

o
 a

ll 
th

e 
se

rv
ic

e,
 s

o
 w

e 
d

o
n

´t
 

h
av

e 
to

, 
th

at
 i

s 
n

o
t 

g
ra

ti
tu

d
e.

 W
e 

g
iv

e 
fr

ee
ly

 a
n

d
 g

ra
te

fu
lly

 o
f 

o
u

r 
ti

m
e 

to
 s

er
ve

. W
e 

sh
ar

e 
o

u
r 

ex
p

e-
ri

en
ce

, 
st

re
n

g
th

 
an

d
 

h
o

p
e 

o
n

 
re

co
ve

ry
 a

n
d

 h
o

w
 w

e 
ap

p
ly

 t
h

e 
sp

ir
it

u
al

 
p

ri
n

ci
p

le
s 

in
 

o
u

r 
liv

es
. 

W
e 

n
ee

d
 t

o
 c

ar
e 

fo
r 

ea
ch

 o
th

er
, 

h
el

p
 e

ac
h

 o
th

er
 r

ec
ov

er
 f

ro
m

 t
h

is
 

d
is

ea
se

 a
n

d
 t

o
 c

ar
ry

 t
h

e 
m

es
sa

g
e 

to
 t

h
e 

ad
d

ic
ts

 w
h

o
 s

ti
ll 

su
ff

er
s.

”M
y 

g
ra

ti
tu

d
e 

sp
ea

ks
…

 W
h

en
 I 

ca
re

 a
n

d
 W

h
en

 I 
sh

ar
e 

w
it

h
 o

th
er

s 
th

e 
N

.A
. W

ay
.” 

– 
B

as
ic

 Te
xt

 

O
u

r 
g

ra
te

fu
ln

es
s 

is
 s

h
o

w
n

 i
n

 
h

o
w

 w
e 

liv
e,

 n
o

t 
in

 w
h

at
 w

e 
sa

y.
 

W
e 

h
ea

r 
th

at
 

a 
g

ra
te

fu
l 

ad
d

ic
t 

w
o

n’
t 

u
se

. 
A

 
g

ra
te

fu
l 

ad
d

ic
t 

d
o

es
 

m
o

re
 

th
an

 
th

at
. 

W
e 

g
iv

e,
 

w
e 

lo
ve

, 
w

e 
ca

re
, 

an
d

 w
e 

ca
rr

y 
o

u
r 

m
es

sa
g

e 
to

 t
h

e 
st

ill
 s

u
ff

er
in

g
 

ad
d

ic
t.

 T
h

in
g

s 
w

e 
ta

ke
 f

o
r 

g
ra

n
te

d
 

ar
e 

th
e 

fi 
rs

t 
th

in
g

s 
w

e 
w

ill
 lo

se
 t

o
 

th
e 

d
is

ea
se

 o
f 

ad
d

ic
ti

o
n

.
Fr

om
 A

no
ny

m
ou

s 
A

dd
ic

ts
 

F
in

d
in

g
 t

h
e

 r
e

a
l 
N

A
 w

a
y
.

I 
fo

u
n

d
 N

A
 w

it
h

 t
h

e 
h

el
p

 o
f 

a 
p

ro
fe

ss
io

n
al

, I
 w

as
 r

ec
o

m
m

en
d

ed
 

to
 t

ry
 a

 m
ee

ti
n

g
 a

s 
I 

h
ad

 a
sk

ed
 

th
em

 fo
r 

h
el

p
. M

y 
lif

e 
at

 th
is

 p
o

in
t 

w
as

 f
al

lin
g

 a
p

ar
t,

 I 
co

u
ld

n’
t 

h
o

ld
 a

 
jo

b
, m

y 
fa

m
ily

 t
o

ld
 m

e 
to

 g
et

 h
el

p
 

o
r 

th
ey

 
w

o
u

ld
 

se
iz

e 
al

l 
co

n
ta

ct
 

an
d

 m
y 

em
o

ti
o

n
al

 s
ta

te
 w

as
 a

s 
d

ar
k 

as
 a

 w
in

te
r 

n
ig

h
t.

 I
 d

ec
id

ed
 

to
 g

et
 h

el
p

, n
o

t 
fo

r 
m

e 
b

u
t 

fo
r 

m
y 

fa
m

ily
. 

I 
st

ill
 t

h
o

u
g

h
t 

I 
w

o
u

ld
 b

e 
ab

le
 t

o
 s

to
p

 w
h

en
 I 

w
an

te
d

 t
o

. A
s 

it
 t

u
rn

ed
 o

u
t 

I c
o

u
ld

 n
o

t.
 I 

w
en

t 
to

 
a 

m
ee

ti
n

g
, c

ry
in

g
 a

n
d

 p
ra

yi
n

g
 f

o
r 

th
e 

st
re

n
g

th
 t

o
 s

to
p

, 
th

en
 w

en
t 

an
d

 u
se

d
 t

h
at

 n
ig

h
t 

ag
ai

n
. 

T
h

is
 

h
ap

p
en

 a
 c

o
u

p
le

 o
f 

ti
m

es
 a

n
d

 I
 

h
ad

 t
o

 r
ea

liz
e 

th
at

 I
 w

as
 i

n
ca

p
a-

b
le

 o
f 

le
av

in
g

 i
t 

b
eh

in
d

 m
e.

 S
o

, 
I 

as
ke

d
 f

o
r 

m
o

re
 h

el
p

 a
n

d
 g

o
t 

th
e 
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o
p

p
o

rtu
n

ity 
to

 
leave 

m
y 

h
o

m
e-

to
w

n
. I can

celled
 m

y ap
artm

en
t 

an
d

 started
 o

n
 a n

ew
 p

ath
. 

A
fter leavin

g
 m

y h
o

m
eto

w
n

 I 
stayed

 in
 an

 in
stitu

tio
n

 fo
r so

m
e 

tim
e. T

h
is is w

h
ere I g

o
t clean

 an
d

 
th

is is w
h

ere I really fo
u

n
d

 m
y 

p
lace in

 N
A

. I co
u

ld
 see th

at th
e 

w
ay to

 stayin
g

 clean
 w

as th
e N

A
 

w
ay. W

h
at I d

id
n’t kn

o
w

 b
ack th

en
 

is th
at th

ere is n
o

t o
n

ly o
n

e w
ay 

to
 fo

llo
w

 th
e N

A
 w

ay an
d

 h
ad

 n
o

 
id

ea w
h

at I w
o

u
ld

 fi n
d

 later o
n

 in
 

m
y recovery. 
I g

o
t m

y fi rst sp
o

n
so

r w
h

ile in
 

th
e 

in
stitu

tio
n

, 
sh

e 
w

as 
yo

u
n

g
, 

clean
 an

d
 sh

e w
as so

m
eth

in
g

 in
 

N
A

. S
h

e w
as th

e o
n

e th
at every-

b
o

d
y talked

 to
 at th

e m
eetin

g
s 

an
d

 
sh

e 
d

id
 

service 
o

n
 

d
istrict 

level, 
w

h
ich

 
b

ack 
th

en
 

w
as 

th
e 

g
o

al in
 m

y recovery. D
u

rin
g

 m
y 

last m
o

n
th

 b
efo

re g
o

in
g

 b
ack to

 
m

y h
o

m
eto

w
n

 I cam
e in

 co
n

tact 
w

ith
 

an
o

th
er 

h
o

m
eg

ro
u

p
. 

T
h

is 
h

o
m

eg
ro

u
p

 felt m
o

re recovered
, 

san
er an

d
 m

o
re at h

o
m

e th
an

 any 
g

ro
u

p
 so

 far, b
u

t I w
as leavin

g
 to

 
g

o
 b

ack h
o

m
e. 

S
o

, I w
en

t b
ack h

o
m

e. I started
 

d
o

 all th
e service I co

u
ld

 in
 m

y 
n

ew
 H

o
m

e G
ro

u
p

, an
d

 I w
en

t to
 

all th
e m

eetin
g

s I co
u

ld
. I o

p
en

ed
 

m
eetin

g
s 

an
d

 
th

en
 

even
 

m
o

re 
m

eetin
g

s; I w
as g

ettin
g

 invo
lved

 
in

 th
e d

istrict w
ere all th

e co
o

l N
A

 
p

eo
p

le w
ere. In

 th
e sam

e tim
e, I 

w
as in

 co
n

tact w
ith

 an
 ad

d
ict th

at 
w

as tellin
g

 m
e ab

o
u

t th
is b

o
o

k 

W
hen: 
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W
here:
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h
im

 a
n

d
 s

o
m

e 
o

th
er

 a
d

d
ic

ts
 w

er
e 

tr
an

sl
at

in
g

. 
T

h
es

e 
w

er
e 

ad
d

ic
ts

 
th

at
 

w
er

e 
a 

p
ar

t 
o

f 
th

e 
h

o
m

e-
g

ro
u

p
 w

er
e 

I 
sa

w
 r

ea
l 

re
co

ve
ry

 
fo

r 
th

e 
fi 

rs
t 

ti
m

e.
 S

o
m

e 
o

f 
th

es
e 

ad
d

ic
ts

 w
er

e 
ad

d
ic

ts
 I

 h
ad

 c
o

m
e 

to
 r

es
p

ec
t 

an
d

 li
st

en
 t

o
 d

u
ri

n
g

 m
y 

ea
rl

y 
re

co
ve

ry
. 

I 
w

en
t 

to
 v

is
it

 t
h

is
 

h
o

m
eg

ro
u

p
 a

 c
o

u
p

le
 o

f 
ti

m
es

 a
n

d
 

I 
h

ea
rd

 a
b

o
u

t 
th

is
 s

te
p

 w
o

rk
in

g
 

g
u

id
e 

th
at

 p
ee

ke
d

 m
y 

in
te

re
st

. 
I 

lo
o

ke
d

 a
t t

h
e 

g
u

id
e 

an
d

 c
o

m
p

ar
ed

 
it

 
w

it
h

 
w

h
at

 
m

y 
sp

o
n

so
r 

w
as

 
su

g
g

es
ti

n
g

 I
 d

o
 a

n
d

 fi
 n

al
ly

 m
ad

e 
m

y 
ch

o
ic

e.
 I

 w
an

te
d

 t
o

 d
o

 t
h

is
 

g
u

id
e,

 t
h

e 
g

u
id

e 
th

at
 s

p
o

ke
 t

o
 m

e 
an

d
 th

at
 lo

o
k 

p
re

ci
se

 a
n

d
 o

n
 p

o
in

t 
in

 r
el

at
io

n
s 

to
 t

h
e 

o
th

er
 o

n
e.

 T
h

e 
is

su
e 

n
o

w
 w

as
 t

h
at

 m
y 

cu
rr

en
t 

sp
o

n
so

r 
d

id
 n

o
t 

w
an

t 
to

 g
u

id
e 

m
e 

in
 th

is
 g

u
id

e,
 s

h
e 

al
so

 w
as

 a
ga

in
st

 
th

e 
b

o
o

k 
th

at
 w

as
 c

o
n

n
ec

te
d

 t
o

 
th

e 
g

u
id

e 
an

d
 a

s 
a 

re
su

lt
 I

 l
ef

t 
h

er
. 

A
t 

th
is

 p
o

in
t 

I 
w

as
 a

ro
u

n
d

 8
 

m
o

n
th

s 
cl

ea
n

.
A

s 
a 

re
su

lt
 o

f m
e 

w
an

ti
n

g
 to

 d
o

 
a 

sp
ec

ifi 
c 

g
u

id
e 

m
y 

n
ex

t 
sp

o
n

so
r 

w
as

 a
 w

o
m

an
 t

h
at

 w
as

 w
ill

in
g

 t
o

 
g

u
id

e 
m

e 
in

 t
h

e 
g

u
id

e 
I 

w
an

te
d

. 
A

t 
th

e 
sa

m
e 

ti
m

e,
 I 

le
ft

 m
y 

h
o

m
e-

to
w

n
 o

n
ce

 a
ga

in
 a

n
d

 m
ov

ed
 t

o
 

th
e 

ci
ty

 w
er

e 
m

y 
re

al
 h

o
m

eg
ro

u
p

 
w

as
. T

h
e 

b
o

o
k 

w
as

 n
o

w
 fi

 n
is

h
ed

, 
an

d
 w

e 
st

ar
te

d
 o

u
r 

fi 
rs

t 
N

A
 m

ee
t-

in
g

 t
h

at
 u

se
d

 t
h

e 
B

ab
y 

B
lu

e.
 M

y 
sp

o
n

so
r 

w
as

 s
u

p
p

o
rt

iv
e,

 a
n

d
 m

y 
fo

cu
s 

w
en

t 
in

 t
o

 l
ea

rn
in

g
 a

b
o

u
t 

th
is

 r
ea

l 
N

A
 w

ay
 a

n
d

 t
h

e 
h

is
to

ry
 

th
at

 w
as

 b
eh

in
d

 it
. 
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6 A

ll w
as w

ell fo
r aro

u
n

d
 a year, I 

w
o

rked
 in

 th
e step

 w
o

rkin
g

 g
u

id
e 

an
d

 w
ith

 th
e h

elp
 o

f G
o

d
 an

d
 N

A
 I 

started
 to

 live life again
. I d

id
 a lo

t 
o

f service b
u

t co
m

p
ared

 to
 th

e last 
h

o
m

eg
ro

u
p

 w
e all d

id
, n

o
t ju

st m
e 

an
d

 o
n

e m
o

re, w
e o

p
en

ed
 m

o
re 

m
eetin

g
s an

d
 w

e g
rew

 as in
d

i-
vid

u
als an

d
 as a g

ro
u

p
. W

e h
ad

 
so

m
e issu

es in
 th

e g
ro

u
p

 an
d

 as a 
resu

lt I learn
ed

 th
e valu

e o
f d

o
in

g
 

service fo
r th

e rig
h

t reaso
n

s. W
e 

also
 o

p
en

ed
 m

eetin
g

s in
 an

o
th

er 
city an

d
 g

rew
 as a g

ro
u

p
.

B
u

t aro
u

n
d

 o
n

e year after fi n
d

-
in

g
 a sp

o
n

so
r th

at su
p

p
o

rted
 th

e 
literatu

re I saw
 as m

y N
A

 w
ay 

w
e h

ad
 a situ

atio
n

 in
 o

n
e o

f o
u

r 
m

eetin
g

s. W
e g

o
t a visito

r th
at 

w
as 

h
eavily 

m
ed

icated
 

an
d

 
th

e 
d

iscu
ssio

n
 

o
n

 
to

tal 
ab

stin
en

ce 
w

as b
ro

u
g

h
t to

 th
e g

ro
u

p
. I, o

f 
co

u
rse, asked

 m
y sp

o
n

so
r ab

o
u

t 
th

is an
d

 w
as to

ld
 th

at it w
as u

p
 to

 
h

er an
d

 h
er d

o
cto

r an
d

 th
at th

e 
g

ro
u

p
 h

ad
 n

o
th

in
g

 to
 say ab

o
u

t 
th

is. T
h

is 
is 

w
h

ere 
I 

started
 

to
 

q
u

estio
n

 
m

y 
sp

o
n

so
r 

an
d

 
w

h
at 

sh
e w

as sayin
g

. I talked
 w

ith
 th

e 
g

ro
u

p
 an

d
 a lo

t o
f o

th
er ad

d
icts 

an
d

 I co
u

ld
 n

o
t co

m
e to

 term
s w

ith
 

th
is. I tried

 to
 accep

t h
er o

p
in

io
n

 
an

d
 d

id
 n

o
t b

rin
g

 it u
p

 again
. h

is 
m

ad
e it im

p
o

ssib
le fo

r m
e to

 talk 
freely w

ith
 h

er an
d

 I g
o

t to
 feel-

in
g

 m
o

re an
d

 m
o

re d
ep

ressed
. I 

g
o

t p
an

ic attacks again
 th

at I h
ad

 
b

een
 

relived
 

fro
m

 
sin

ce 
early 

recovery. I d
id

 n
o

t kn
o

w
 w

h
at to

 

d
o

. A
t th

e to
p

 o
f all th

is it b
ecam

e 
clear 

th
at 

m
y 

sp
o

n
so

r 
w

as 
o

n
 

m
ed

icatio
n

 
h

erself, 
sh

e 
d

id
 

n
o

t 
th

in
k 

th
is 

w
as 

an
 

issu
e, 

b
u

t 
at 

m
y co

re I felt so
m

eth
in

g
 else. In

 
th

e en
d

 I w
as d

rivin
g

 o
u

t in
 th

e 
co

u
n

try an
d

 I fi n
ally saw

 th
e tru

th
; 

sh
e w

as n
o

t th
e o

n
e to

 g
u

id
e m

e 
anym

o
re. I w

as at th
e state th

at 
I 

w
as 

co
n

tem
p

latin
g

 
g

ettin
g

 
o

n
 

m
ed

icatio
n

 m
yself sin

ce life w
as 

g
ettin

g
 so

 u
n

m
an

ag
eab

le again
. I 

su
rren

d
ered

 to
 th

e fact th
at I w

as 
g

o
in

g
 to

 h
ave to

 leave h
er an

d
 b

e 
o

n
 m

y o
w

n
.

B
u

t I w
as n

o
t o

n
 m

y o
w

n
, I h

ad
 

m
y h

o
m

eg
ro

u
p

 an
d

 th
ey h

elp
ed

 
m

e stay clean
 an

d
 fi n

d
 th

e m
o

tiva-
tio

n
 d

o
 recover fo

r m
y sake again

. 
T

h
e h

elp
ed

 m
e g

et a d
aily p

ro
g

ram
 

an
d

 th
ey carried

 m
e th

ro
u

g
h

 th
e 

h
ard

 tim
es. It to

o
k a co

u
p

le o
f 

m
o

n
th

s b
efo

re I g
o

t th
e o

p
p

o
rtu

-
n

ity to
 fi n

d
 m

y cu
rren

t sp
o

n
so

r. 
I h

ad
 d

ecid
ed

 th
at I w

an
ted

 w
h

at 
so

m
e o

f th
e m

em
b

ers in
 m

y h
o

m
e-

g
ro

u
p

 h
ad

 g
o

tten
 b

y th
is tim

e, a 
d

aily p
ro

g
ram

 an
d

 a n
ew

 w
ay o

f 
life. S

o
, I w

en
t to

 H
o

llan
d

 an
d

 I 
asked

 m
y cu

rren
t g

ran
d

 sp
o

n
so

r 
fo

r h
elp

. I kn
ew

 h
e co

u
ld

 h
elp

 m
e 

fi n
d

 so
m

eo
n

e th
at w

o
u

ld
 h

elp
 m

e 
fi n

d
 th

e recovery I w
an

ted
, an

d
 h

e 
cam

e th
ro

u
g

h
. 

To
d

ay 
I 

h
ave 

d
aily 

co
n

tact 
w

ith
 

m
y 

sp
o

n
so

r 
fo

r 
aro

u
n

d
 

7 
m

o
n

th
s. D

u
rin

g
 th

is tim
e, I h

ave 
fo

u
n

d
 

su
rren

d
er 

w
ith

 
h

er 
h

elp
 

an
d

 I h
ave fo

u
n

d
 a n

ew
 level o

f 
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D
o

n
a
tio

n
s
 fo

r th
e

 L
ite

ra
tu

re
 S

to
c
k
p
ile

W
e are seekin

g
 d

o
n

atio
n

s to
 b

u
ild

 a b
o

o
k sto

ckp
ile in

 th
e U

S
A

 fo
r th

e 
G

rey B
o

o
ks an

d
 th

e B
ab

y B
lu

es. T
h

is w
ay th

ere n
ever h

as a d
elay o

n
 

th
e b

o
o

k o
rd

er ever again
. In

 o
rd

er to
 b

u
ild

 th
is sto

ckp
ile w

e are lo
o

k-
in

g
 fo

r a fi rst sh
ip

m
en

t th
at co

n
tain

s 5000 B
ab

y B
lu

es an
d

 3000 G
rey 

B
o

o
ks. T

h
e to

tal co
st fo

r th
is o

rd
er in

clu
d

in
g

 sh
ip

p
in

g
 fro

m
 E

u
ro

p
e to

 
th

e U
.S

. is $8800.00. H
o

p
efu

lly G
ro

u
p

s w
ill h

elp
 in

 th
is area an

d
 also

 
in

d
ivid

u
al m

em
b

ers can
 d

o
n

ate fo
r th

is cau
se. T

h
e cu

rren
t b

alan
ce fo

r 
th

e S
to

ckp
ile is $3535.00 an

d
 w

e w
ill co

n
tin

u
e to

 keep
 G

ro
u

p
s p

o
sted

 
ab

o
u

t w
h

ere w
e are o

n
 raisin

g
 th

e m
o

n
ey. D

o
n

atio
n

s can
 b

e m
ad

e 
th

ro
u

g
h

 vario
u

s m
eth

o
d

s. 

1. 
S

en
d

in
g

 ch
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r m
o

n
ey o

rd
ers to

 th
e H

isto
rical Persp

ective 
G

ro
u

p
. 

H
isto

rical Persp
ective G

ro
u

p
 N

A
P.O

. B
ox 4404 

A
llen

to
w

n
 PA

 18105
2. 

PayPal. O
u

r ad
d

ress is h
isto

ricalp
ersp

ectiven
a@

g
m

ail.co
m

. 
M

ake su
re to

 u
se th

e Frien
d

s an
d

 Fam
ily o

p
tio

n
.

3. 
Z

elle. A
cco

u
n

t n
u

m
b

er is: 610-428-9923 (U
S

A
 o

n
ly)
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r any fu

rth
er q

u
estio

n
s p

lease feel free to
 co

n
tact u

s th
ro

u
g

h
 em

ail 
m

atrixm
atclu

b
@

yah
o

o
.co

m
 o

r b
y p

h
o

n
e: +14849513305.

In
 Lovin

g
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ervice,

T
h
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u
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in
 a

 s
p

ec
ifi 

c 
o

rd
er

. T
h

ey
 a

re
 n

u
m

b
er

ed
, n

o
t 

ra
n

d
o

m
 a

n
d

 u
n

st
ru

ct
u

re
d

. 
T

h
ey

 a
re

 o
rg

an
iz

ed
, 

b
u

t 
th

is
 i

s 
n

o
t 

th
e 

ty
p

e 
o

f 
o

rg
an

iz
at

io
n

 r
ef

er
re

d
 

to
 in

 t
h

e 
N

in
th

 T
ra

d
it

io
n

. F
o

r 
th

e 
p

u
rp

o
se

 o
f 

th
is

 T
ra

d
it

io
n

, “
o

rg
an

iz
ed

” 
m

ea
n

s 
h

av
in

g
 m

an
ag

em
en

t a
n

d
 c

o
n

tr
o

l. 
O

n
 th

is
 b

as
is

, t
h

e 
m

ea
n

in
g

 o
f 

Tr
ad

it
io

n
 N

in
e 

is
 c

le
ar

. W
it

h
o

u
t 

th
is

 T
ra

d
it

io
n

, o
u

r 
Fe

llo
w

sh
ip

 w
o

u
ld

 b
e 

in
 o

p
p

o
si

ti
o

n
 t

o
 s

p
ir

it
u

al
 p

ri
n

ci
p

le
s.

 A
 l

ov
in

g
 G

o
d

 a
s 

h
e 

m
ay

 e
xp

re
ss

 
h

im
se

lf
 in

 o
u

r 
g

ro
u

p
 c

o
n

sc
ie

n
ce

 is
 o

u
r 

u
lt

im
at

e 
au

th
o

ri
ty

.

T
h

e 
N

in
th

 T
ra

d
it

io
n

 g
o

es
 o

n
 t

o
 d

efi
 n

e 
th

e 
n

at
u

re
 o

f 
th

e 
th

in
g

s 
th

at
 

w
e 

ca
n

 d
o

 t
o

 h
el

p
 N

.A
. 

It
 s

ay
s 

th
at

 w
e 

m
ay

 c
re

at
e 

se
rv

ic
e 

b
o

ar
d

s 
o

r 
co

m
m

itt
ee

s 
to

 s
er

ve
 th

e 
n

ee
d

s 
o

f t
h

e 
Fe

llo
w

sh
ip

. N
o

n
e 

o
f t

h
em

 h
as

 th
e 

p
o

w
er

 t
o

 r
u

le
, c

en
so

r,
 d

ec
id

e,
 o

r 
d

ic
ta

te
. T

h
ey

 e
xi

st
 s

o
le

ly
 t

o
 s

er
ve

 t
h

e 
Fe

llo
w

sh
ip

, b
u

t t
h

ey
 a

re
 n

o
t a

 p
ar

t o
f N

ar
co

ti
cs

 A
n

o
ny

m
o

u
s.

 T
h
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 is

 th
e 

n
at

u
re

 o
f 

o
u

r 
se
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e 
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u
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s 
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n
d

 b
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 d
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e 

N
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fr
ee

d
o

m
 t

h
at

 I
 d

id
n’

t 
th

in
k 

w
as

 
p

o
ss

ib
le

. 
S

h
e 

h
as

 h
el

p
ed

 m
e 

se
e 

w
h

at
 I

 n
ee

d
 t

o
 c

h
an

g
e 

an
d

 w
h

at
 

I 
re

al
ly

 c
an

’t
 c

h
an

g
e 

at
 a

ll.
 S

h
e 

h
as

 g
o

tt
en

 m
e 

to
 t

h
e 

p
o

in
t 

w
h

er
e 

I o
n

ly
 s

ee
 a

n
 o

p
p

o
rt

u
n

it
y 

in
 e

ve
ry

-
th

in
g

 t
h

at
 h

ap
p

en
s 

in
 l

if
e.

 E
ve

n
 a

 
p

an
ic

 a
tt

ac
k 

tr
ig

g
er

ed
 b

y 
o

n
e 

o
f 

th
e 

b
ig

g
es

t 
tr

au
m

as
 o

f 
m

y 
p

as
t 

is
 w

it
h

 h
er

 h
el

p
 a

n
 o

p
p

o
rt

u
n

it
y 

to
 

le
ar

n
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In
 m

y 
re

co
ve

ry
 I

 h
av

e 
ex

p
er

i-
en

ce
d

 N
A

 i
n

 d
iff

er
en

t 
w

ay
s,

 b
u

t 
I 

kn
o

w
 to

d
ay

 in
 m

y 
h

ea
rt

 th
at

 I 
h

av
e 

fi 
n

al
ly

 f
o

u
n

d
 t

h
e 

re
al

 N
A

 w
ay

. 
In

 r
ec

ov
er

y 
is

 t
h

at
 w

e 
g

et
 t

o
 

kn
o

w
 o

u
rs

el
ve

s 
an

d
 s

ee
 t

h
at

 w
e 

h
av

e 
g

o
o

d
 p

ar
ts

, 
w

e 
g

et
 t

o
 e

xp
e-

ri
en

ce
 s

u
cc

es
s,

 fi 
n

d
 o

u
r 

se
lf

-w
o

rt
h

 
an

d
 t

h
at

 w
e 

ca
n

 c
o

n
tr

ib
u

te
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O
n

e 
p

o
w
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fu

l t
h
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g
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 th
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e 
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n
 s
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e 
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, w
e 

ar
e 

th
e 

o
n

ly
 o

n
es

 th
at

 c
an

 
h

el
p

 s
u

ff
er

in
g

 a
d

d
ic

ts
, i

t´
s 

u
p

 to
 u

s 
to

 h
el

p
 t

h
em

, 
it

´s
 o

u
r 

re
sp

o
n

si
b

il-
it

y,
 t

h
at

 is
 a

 g
ift

 t
h

at
 t

ru
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 is
 g

re
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, 
th

at
 m

ea
n

s 
w

e 
h
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e 

tr
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sf
o
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ed
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o
m
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o
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h
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 W
e 

sh
o

w
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p

le
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h
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 n
o

n
e 

o
f 

u
s 

ar
e 

w
o
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h
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, 
th
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 e

ve
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d

d
ic

t 
w

h
o

 w
an

ts
 t

o
 c
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 l

o
se

 t
h

e 
d
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u

se
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d

 
fi 
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d

 
fr
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o
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d

d
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 s
tu

d
y 

Tr
ad

i-
ti

o
n

s 
o

n
ce

 
a 

w
ee

k.
 

O
u

r 
H

o
m

e-
g

ro
u

p
 

co
n

si
st

 
o

f 
12

 
m

em
b

er
s.

 
O

u
r 

G
ro

u
p

 r
eg

is
te

re
d

 a
t 

A
si

s 
an

d
 

is
 t

o
ta

lly
 N

aw
s 

fr
ee

. 
W

e 
u

se
 a

n
d

 
g

iv
e 

o
u

t 
Tr

ad
it

io
n

al
 

lit
er

at
u

re
. 

P
I 

is
 i

n
 i

n
fa

n
t-

st
ag

e,
 w

e 
p

ri
n

te
d

 
fl 

ye
rs

, 
b

u
si

n
es

s 
ca

rd
s,

 w
e 

h
av

e 
p

h
o

n
e 

lin
e 

an
d

 w
eb

p
ag

e 
th

at
 is

 ru
n

 
b

y 
m

em
b

er
s 

fr
o

m
 m

u
lt

ip
le

 G
ro

u
p

s 
in

 
th

e 
N

et
h

er
la

n
d

s 
(N

A
h

el
p

.n
l)

. 
W

e 
h

av
e 

a 
m

em
b

er
 w

h
o

 tr
an

sl
at

es
 

w
ee

kl
y 

a 
p

ar
t 

o
f 

th
e 

G
re

y 
B

o
o

k.
 

O
u

r 
G

ro
u

p
 

(a
n

d
 

lik
em

in
d

ed
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G
ro

u
p

s) g
o

t a lo
t o

f h
eat an

d
 n

ega-
tive atten

tio
n

 fro
m

 N
aw

s stru
ctu

re 
an

d
 w

e are lab
elled

 N
o

n
-N

A
. T

h
is 

b
ecau

se o
u

r stan
ce o

n
 To

tal A
b

sti-
n

en
ce as d

escrib
ed

 in
 th

e B
asic 

Text 
an

d
 

b
ecau

se 
w

e 
u

se/p
rin

t/
d

istrib
u

te 
Trad

itio
n

al 
N

A
 

litera-
tu

re an
d

 d
o

n’t p
articip

ate in
 A

rea/
R

eg
io

n
. A

rea/R
eg

io
n

 h
as an

 active 
ap

p
ro

ach
 

o
n

 
tellin

g
 

m
em

b
ers 

an
d

 
o

u
tsid

e 
o

rgan
izatio

n
s 

(like 
treatm

en
t 

in
d

u
stry) 

to
 

n
o

t 
visit 

o
u

r m
eetin

g
s yet th

e ad
d

icts th
at 

visit o
u

r G
ro

u
p

s/m
eetin

g
s are in

 
g

en
eral 

very 
excited

 
ab

o
u

t 
o

u
r 

m
essag

e an
d

 o
u

r atm
o

sp
h

ere o
f 

recovery. 
O

u
r 

G
ro

u
p

 
(an

d
 

like-
m

in
d

ed
 

G
ro

u
p

s) 
to

o
k 

a 
b

eat-
in

g
, b

u
t w

e stan
d

 fi rm
. W

e h
ave 

stead
y 

atten
d

an
ce 

at 
o

u
r 

m
eet-

in
g

s, w
e g

et aro
u

n
d

 averag
e 6to

8 
m

em
b

ers at o
u

r m
o

n
th

ly G
ro

u
p

 
C

o
n

scien
ce/ 

B
u

sin
ess 

M
eet-

in
g

s. W
e 

are 
fi n

an
cially 

h
eathy. 

A
t o

u
r m

eetin
g

s w
e sh

are a p
u

re 
&

 
clean

 
N

A
 

M
essag

e 
o

f 
To

tal 
A

b
stin

en
ce. 

T
h

ere are a b
u

n
ch

 o
f co

m
m

it-
tees an

d
 w

o
rkg

ro
u

p
s th

at sp
u

n
 

o
f fro

m
 o

u
r H

o
m

eg
ro

u
p

. Pro
jects 

like; 
th

e 
E

FS
C

 
w

eeken
d

s 
(th

is 
year w

ill b
e o

u
r 4th

 an
n

u
al even

t), 
tran

slatio
n

s-d
ay fo

r th
e B

ab
y B

lu
e, 

w
e su

p
p

o
rt (an

d
 p

ro
d

u
ce) a lo

t o
f 

recovery literatu
re an

d
 sen

d
 th

ese 
o

u
t w

o
rld

w
id

e at co
st p

rice an
d

 
d

o
n

ated
 lo

ts o
f literatu

re to
 ad

d
icts 

&
 

G
ro

u
p

s 
w

o
rld

w
id

e. A
ll 

fu
n

d
s 

are u
sed

 to
 carry th

e m
essag

e. 

M
em

b
ers 

fro
m

 
o

u
r 

G
ro

u
p

 
are 

also
 

h
ig

h
ly 

invo
lved

 
in

 
th

e 
N

A
 

W
ay n

ew
sletter, w

ritin
g

s o
f d

iffer-
en

t p
ieces o

f literatu
re an

d
 th

e 
w

ritin
g

/ 
fo

rm
attin

g
/ 

re-stylin
g

 
Trad

itio
n

al 
literatu

re, 
an

d
 

w
e 

h
ave p

articip
ated

 in
 th

e d
ifferen

t 
Po

d
casts fro

m
 R

ad
io

 Free N
.A

.

O
n
e

 M
e

m
b
e

rs
 

R
e

fl e
c
tio

n
s
 o

n
 T

h
e

ir 

In
v
e

n
to

ry

A
 valu

ab
le to

o
l fo

r ad
d

icts w
h

o
 

ch
o

o
se to

 p
articip

ate in
 N

arco
t-

ics A
n

o
nym

o
u

s 
is 

th
e 

p
erso

n
al 

inven
to

ry. 
It’s 

also
 

o
n

e 
o

f 
th

e 
m

o
st d

estru
ctive to

o
ls w

e learn
 

in
 

recovery 
w

h
en

 
u

sed
 

in
co

r-
rectly. Fo

r m
any ad

d
icts, th

e typ
i-

cal ap
p

ro
ach

 is to
 atten

d
 m

eet-
in

g
s 

reg
u

larly, 
fi n

d
 

a 
sp

o
n

so
r 

an
d

 w
o

rk th
ru

 th
e step

s. S
o

m
e 

m
em

b
ers u

se a p
ro

cess o
f q

u
es-

tio
n

s an
d

 d
iscu

ssio
n

s to
 co

m
p

lete 
th

e step
s th

at h
ave b

een
 p

assed
 

o
n

 fo
r d

ecad
es. T

h
e N

A
W

S
 C

o
rp

o
-

ratio
n

 h
as p

ro
d

u
ced

 a step
 w

o
rk-

in
g

 g
u

id
e th

at is fo
r sale at m

any 
m

eetin
g

s w
h

ich
 is p

o
p

u
lar w

ith
 

n
ew

 p
eo

p
le. W

h
atever ro

u
te yo

u
 

h
ave taken

 I w
an

ted
 to

 sh
are m

y 
exp

erien
ces w

ith
 a step

 4 inven
-

to
ry.A

 lo
t o

f m
em

b
ers start th

e step
s 

in
 

treatm
en

t 
cen

ters. Treatm
en

t 
cen

ters d
o

 n
o

t alw
ays to

 u
n

d
er-

stan
d

 th
e n

atu
re o

f th
e p

ro
g

ram
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m
o

u
s. T

h
ere are tw

o
 b

asic typ
es o

f m
eetin

g
s: th

o
se w

h
ich

 are o
p

en
ed

 
to

 th
e g

en
eral p

u
b

lic an
d

 th
o

se clo
sed

 to
 th

e p
u

b
lic (fo

r ad
d

icts o
n

ly). 
M

eetin
g

s vary w
id

ely in
 fo

rm
at fro

m
 g

ro
u

p
 to

 g
ro

u
p

. S
o

m
e are p

artic-
ip

atio
n

 m
eetin

g
s, so

m
e sp

eakers, so
m

e q
u

estio
n

 an
d

 an
sw

er, so
m

e 
sp

ecial p
ro

b
lem

s d
iscu

ssio
n

.

D
esp

ite th
e typ

e o
r fo

rm
at a g

ro
u

p
 u

ses fo
r its m

eetin
g

s, th
e fu

n
ctio

n
 

o
f a g

ro
u

p
 is alw

ays th
e sam

e: to
 p

rovid
e a su

itab
le an

d
 reliab

le envi-
ro

n
m

en
t fo

r p
erso

n
al recovery an

d
 to

 p
ro

m
o

te su
ch

 recovery. T
h

ese 
Trad

itio
n

s are p
art o

f a set o
f sp

iritu
al p

rin
cip

les o
f N

arco
tics A

n
o

ny-
m

o
u

s, an
d

 w
ith

o
u

t th
em

, N
.A

. d
o

es n
o

t exist.

W
e say th

at fo
r N

.A
., au

to
n

o
m

y is m
o

re th
an

 th
is. It g

ives o
u

r g
ro

u
p

s 
th

e freed
o

m
 to

 act o
n

 th
eir o

w
n

 to
 estab

lish
 th

eir atm
o

sp
h

ere o
f recov-

ery, serve th
eir m

em
b

ers, an
d

 fu
lfi ll th

eir p
rim

ary p
u

rp
o

se. It is fo
r 

th
ese reaso

n
s th

at w
e g

u
ard

 o
u

r au
to

n
o

m
y so

 carefu
lly.

It w
o

u
ld

 seem
 th

at w
e, in

 o
u

r g
ro

u
p

s, can
 d

o
 w

h
atever w

e d
ecid

e regard
-

less o
f w

h
at anyo

n
e says. T

h
is is p

artly tru
e. E

ach
 g

ro
u

p
 d

o
es h

ave 
co

m
p

lete freed
o

m
, excep

t w
h

en
 th

eir actio
n

s affect o
th

er g
ro

u
p

s o
r 

N
.A

. as a w
h

o
le. Like g

ro
u

p
 co

n
scien

ce, au
to

n
o

m
y can

 b
e a tw

o
-ed

g
ed

 
sw

o
rd

. G
ro

u
p

 au
to

n
o

m
y h

as b
een

 u
sed

 to
 ju

stify th
e vio

latio
n

 o
f th

e 
Trad

itio
n

s. If a co
n

trad
ictio

n
 exists, w

e h
ave slip

p
ed

 aw
ay fro

m
 o

u
r 

p
rin

cip
les. If w

e ch
eck to

 m
ake su

re th
at o

u
r actio

n
s are clearly w

ith
in

 
th

e b
o

u
n

d
s o

f o
u

r Trad
itio

n
s; if w

e d
o

 n
o

t d
ictate to

 o
th

er g
ro

u
p

s, o
r 

fo
rce anyth

in
g

 u
p

o
n

 th
em

; an
d

 if w
e co

n
sid

er th
e co

n
seq

u
en

ces o
f o

u
r 

actio
n

 ah
ead

 o
f tim

e, th
en

 all w
ill b

e w
ell.

A
p

p
roval C

o
p

y 1981 9th
 Trad

itio
n

 essay

T
R

A
D

IT
IO

N
 N

IN
E

“N
.A

. as su
ch

 o
u

g
h

t n
ever b

e o
rgan

ized
; b

u
t w

e m
ay create 

service b
o

ard
s o

r co
m

m
ittees d

irectly resp
o

n
sib

le to
 th

o
se th

ey 
serve.”

T
h

is Trad
itio

n
 d

efi n
es th

e w
ay o

u
r Fello

w
sh

ip
 fu

n
ctio

n
s. W

e m
u

st fi rst 
u

n
d

erstan
d

 w
h

at N
.A

. is. N
arco

tics A
n

o
nym

o
u

s is ad
d

icts w
h

o
 h

ave th
e 

d
esire to

 sto
p

 u
sin

g
 an

d
 h

ave jo
in

ed
 to

g
eth

er to
 d

o
 so

. O
u

r m
eetin

g
s 

are a gath
erin

g
 o

f m
em

b
ers fo

r th
e p

u
rp

o
se o

f stayin
g

 clean
 an

d
 carry-

in
g

 th
e m

essag
e o

f recovery. O
u

r S
tep

s an
d

 Trad
itio

n
s are set d

o
w

n
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 T
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T

h
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 t
h
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h
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o
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N
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A

ll 
el

se
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o
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W
h
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h
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se
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o
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liz
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se
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p
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h
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h
e 

p
o

w
er

 t
o

 r
u
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, c
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 d
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d
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p
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b
y 

S
id

e 
co

m
p

ar
is

o
n

h
tt

p
s:

//
d

ri
v

e
.g

o
o

g
le

.c
o

m
/f

il
e

/d
/1

fP
S

7
0

B
Z

kf
F

u
C

y
U

K
8

4
R

q
m

v
g

-
m

o
-u

R
P

1z
b

S
/v

ie
w

?u
sp

=s
h

ar
in

g

A
p

p
ro

va
l C

o
p

y 
19

81
 4

th
 T

ra
d

it
io

n
 e

ss
ay

T
R

A
D

IT
IO

N
 F

O
U

R

“E
ac

h
 G

ro
u

p
 s

h
o

u
ld

 b
e 

au
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u
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o
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 G
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u

p
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 o
r 

N
.A
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w

h
o
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T
h
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o
m
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o
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o

u
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g
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u
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 f

o
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o
u

r 
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A
 d
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o
-

n
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d
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u
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n
o

m
o

u
s 
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h
av

in
g

 th
e 

ri
g

h
t o

r 
p

o
w

er
 o

f s
el

f-
g

ov
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n
-

m
en

t.
..u

n
d
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ke
n

 o
r 

ca
rr

ie
d

 o
n

 w
it

h
o

u
t 

o
u
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id

e 
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n
tr

o
l. 

“T
h

is
 m
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n
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o

u
r 

g
ro

u
p

s 
ar

e 
se

lf
-g

ov
er

n
in

g
 a

n
d

 a
re

 n
o

t 
su

b
je

ct
 t

o
 o

u
ts

id
e 

co
n

tr
o

l. 
E

ve
ry

 g
ro

u
p

 h
as

 h
ad

 t
o

 s
ta

n
d

 a
n

d
 g

ro
w

 o
n

 it
s 

o
w

n
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O
n

e 
m

ig
h

t 
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A
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 w
e 

tr
u

ly
 a

u
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n
o

m
o

u
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 W
h

at
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b
o

u
t 

o
u

r 
se
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co

m
m
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u
r 

o
ffi

 c
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, a
ct

iv
it

ie
s,

 h
o

tl
in

es
 a

n
d

 a
ll 

th
e 

o
th

er
 th

in
g

s 
th

at
 

g
o

 o
n

 i
n

 N
.A
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T
h

e 
an
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er
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s 
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h
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e 

th
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g
s 
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e 

n
o
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h
ey
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 w
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u

ti
liz
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to

 h
el
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 u

s 
in
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u

r 
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n
d
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h
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p
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m
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y 

p
u
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o
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o

u
r 
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u
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 o
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o
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 m
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 p
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 t
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b
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 t
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y 
to

 o
u

r 
fe

llo
w

sh
ip

. 
I 

n
ee

d
ed

 
an

 
u

n
d

er
-

st
an

d
in

g
 o

f 
th

e 
12

 t
ra

d
it

io
n

s 
in

 
o

rd
er

 t
o

 a
p

p
ly

 t
h

e 
w

o
rk

 t
h

at
 I

 d
id

 
in

 t
h

e 
st

ep
s.

 C
lie

n
ts

 w
ill

 a
b

an
d

o
n

 
th

e 
12

-s
te

p
 p

ro
ce

ss
 a

ft
er

 th
ey

 h
av

e 
co

m
p

le
te

d
 

st
ep

 
5,

 
w

h
er

e 
th

ey
 

sh
ar

e 
th

e 
p

er
so

n
al

 i
nv

en
to

ry
 t

h
at

 
th

ey
 t

ak
e 

in
 s

te
p

 4
 w

it
h

 a
n

o
th

er
 

in
d

iv
id

u
al

 o
r 

st
af

f. 
T

h
e 

ro
o

m
s 

o
f 

N
ar

co
ti

cs
 

A
n

o
ny

m
o

u
s 

ar
e 

fu
ll 

o
f 

tr
ea

tm
en

t 
ce

n
te

r 
vi

ct
im

s.
 T

h
is

 
en

d
le

ss
 c

yc
le

 o
f 

ab
u

se
 c

o
n

ti
n

u
es

 
w

h
en

 t
h

ey
 r

el
ap

se
 a

n
d

 g
o

 b
ac

k 
to

 
tr

ea
tm

en
t,

 
st

ar
ti

n
g

 
an

o
th

er
 

st
ep

 
se

ri
es

, a
lw

ay
s 

lo
o

ki
n

g
 a

t 
re

co
ve

ry
 

in
 N

ar
co

ti
cs

 A
n

o
ny

m
o

u
s 

as
 a

 s
el

f-
h

el
p

 
p

ro
g

ra
m

. 
I 

n
ev

er
 

b
el

ie
ve

d
 

th
e 

st
ep

s 
w

er
e 

n
ev

er
 

in
te

n
d

ed
 

to
 m

ak
e 

yo
u

 a
 b

et
te

r 
p

er
so

n
 b

u
t 

si
m

p
ly

 
to

 
ta

ke
 

th
e 

fo
cu

s 
aw

ay
 

fr
o

m
 

se
lf

-o
b

se
ss

io
n

 
to

 
a 

m
o

re
 

sp
ir

it
u

al
 

fo
cu

s.
 

C
le

ar
ly

 
a 

le
ss

 
se

lf
-o

b
se

ss
ed

 l
if

e 
m

ig
h

t 
im

p
ro

ve
 

m
y 

liv
in

g
 c

o
n

d
it

io
n

s 
b

u
t 

th
er

e 
ar

e 
n

o
 g

u
ar

an
te

es
. A

 s
p

ir
it

u
al

 li
fe

 c
an

 
in

vo
lv

e 
sa

cr
ifi 

ce
s 

o
f 

m
o

n
ey

, 
ti

m
e 

an
d

 s
el

fi 
sh

 d
es

ir
es

. 
S

o
m

e 
o

f 
m

y 
m

o
st

 d
es

tr
u

ct
iv

e 
tr

ai
ts

 t
o

o
k 

ye
ar

s 
to

 u
n

lo
ck

 a
n

d
 e

xp
o

se
 t

o
 t

h
e 

lig
h

t 
o

f 
a 

sp
ir

it
u

al
ly

 c
en

te
re

d
 li

fe
.

N
ar

co
ti

cs
 A

n
o

ny
m

o
u

s,
 I

P
 N

o
. 

6 
“R

ec
ov

er
y 

an
d

 
R

el
ap

se
”, 

T
h

e 
W

h
it

e 
B

o
o

k,
 a

n
d

 A
ny

 v
er

si
o

n
 o

f 
th

e 
B

as
ic

 Te
xt

 c
o

n
ta

in
s 

th
e 

p
h

ra
se

;

‘‘B
y 

th
e 

sa
m

e 
to

ke
n

 w
e 

h
av

e 
o

b
se

rv
ed

 
so

m
e 

m
em

b
er

s 
w

h
o

 
re

m
ai

n
 a

b
st

in
en

t 
fo

r 
lo

n
g

 p
er

io
d

s 

o
f 

ti
m

e 
w

h
o

se
 

d
is

h
o

n
es

ty
 

an
d

 
se

lf
-d

ec
ei

t 
st

ill
 p

re
ve

n
t 

th
em

 f
ro

m
 

en
jo

yi
n

g
 c

o
m

p
le

te
 r

ec
ov

er
y 

an
d

 
ac

ce
p

ta
n

ce
 w

it
h

in
 s

o
ci

et
y.

’’

H
o

w
 

ca
n

 
m

y 
d

is
h

o
n

es
ty

 
an

d
 

se
lf

-d
ec

ep
ti

o
n

 
m

an
if

es
t 

it
se

lf
 

in
 

d
ai

ly
 li

vi
n

g
? T

h
is

 c
an

 b
e 

d
iffi

 c
u

lt
 to

 
d

ia
g

n
o

se
 a

lo
n

e.
 I’

ve
 a

lw
ay

s 
fo

u
n

d
 

it
 c

ri
ti

ca
lly

 i
m

p
o

rt
an

t 
to

 h
av

e 
a 

sp
o

n
so

r a
n

d
 a

 g
ro

u
p

 I 
at

te
n

d
 re

g
u

-
la

rl
y.

 W
h

at
 

p
ar

t 
d

o
es

 
N

ar
co

ti
cs

 
A

n
o

ny
m

o
u

s 
p

la
y 

in
 t

h
e 

p
ro

ce
ss

? 
[B

as
ic

 T
ex

t,
 V

er
si

o
n

 2
 (

G
re

y 
B

o
o

k)
 

C
h

ap
te

r 
tw

o
, “

W
h

at
 is

 N
.A

.”
]

‘‘N
.A

. i
s 

a 
n

o
n

-p
ro

fi 
t 

fe
llo

w
sh

ip
 

o
r 

so
ci

et
y 

o
f 

m
en

 
an

d
 

w
o

m
en

 
fo

r 
w

h
o

m
 d

ru
g

s 
h

ad
 b

ec
o

m
e 

a 
m

aj
o

r 
p

ro
b

le
m

. 
W

e 
ar

e 
re

co
v-

er
ed

 a
d

d
ic

ts
 w

h
o

 m
ee

t 
re

g
u

la
rl

y 
to

 h
el

p
 e

ac
h

 o
th

er
 s

ta
y 

cl
ea

n
. T

h
is

 
is

 a
 p

ro
g

ra
m

 o
f 

co
m

p
le

te
 a

b
st

i-
n

en
ce

 f
ro

m
 a

ll 
d

ru
g

s.
’’

I 
b

el
ie

ve
 t

h
at

 w
e 

w
er

e 
re

co
v-

er
ed

 a
d

d
ic

ts
 w

h
en

 w
e 

h
el

p
 o

th
er

s 
an

d
 

re
co

ve
ri

n
g

 
w

h
en

 
w

e 
te

ll 
o

th
er

s 
w

h
at

 w
e 

w
an

t 
to

 d
o

 a
b

o
u

t 
o

u
r 

p
ro

b
le

m
s 

an
d

 h
o

w
 t

h
ey

 c
an

 
h

el
p

. 
N

ar
co

ti
cs

 A
n

o
ny

m
o

u
s 

w
as

 
a 

sa
fe

 p
la

ce
 w

h
er

e 
w

e 
co

-e
xi

st
 a

s 
eq

u
al

s,
 r

eg
ar

d
le

ss
 o

f c
le

an
 ti

m
e 

o
r 

in
te

n
ti

o
n

s 
b

ey
o

n
d

 a
 s

im
p

le
 d

es
ir

e 
to

 
st

o
p

 
u

si
n

g
. 

S
o

m
e 

m
em

b
er

s 
st

ru
g

g
le

 w
it

h
 a

ct
iv

e 
ad

d
ic

ti
o

n
 f

o
r 

a 
w

h
ile

 
o

r 
ta

p
er

 
o

ff
 

fr
o

m
 

d
ru

g
 

re
p

la
ce

m
en

t 
th

er
ap

ie
s 

lik
e 

su
b

ox
-

o
n

e 
o

r 
m

et
h

ad
o

n
e.

 I
 w

as
 t

au
g

h
t 

th
at

 t
h

e 
p

ro
g

ra
m

 b
eg

in
s 

as
 I 

w
o

rk
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th
e 

step
s 

co
m

p
letely 

ab
stin

en
t. 

M
y 

exp
erien

ces 
in

 
co

m
p

letin
g

 
th

e step
s m

im
ic w

h
at th

e b
asic 

text says; (B
asic Text, Versio

n
 2 

(G
rey 

B
o

o
k), 

S
tep

 
12) 

“H
avin

g
 

h
ad

 a sp
iritu

al aw
aken

in
g

 as th
e 

resu
lt o

f th
ese step

s, w
e tried

 to
 

carry th
is m

essag
e to

 ad
d

icts, an
d

 
to

 p
ractice th

ese p
rin

cip
les in

 all 
o

u
r 

affairs.” 
Fro

m
 

m
y 

o
b

serva-
tio

n
s, p

racticin
g

 th
ese p

rin
cip

les 
in

 all o
u

r affairs is a stru
g

g
le an

d
 

in
 so

m
e cases th

e p
rin

cip
les w

ere 
co

m
p

letely ab
an

d
o

n
ed

 in
 so

m
e o

f 
m

y affairs early in
 recovery. To

d
ay 

is a d
ifferen

t sto
ry an

d
 I feel clear 

in
 m

y m
in

d
 an

d
 su

rro
u

n
d

ed
 b

y 
th

e love o
f a h

ealthy an
d

 vib
ran

t 
fello

w
sh

ip
.

B
o

b
 S

to
n

e w
as n

o
t a m

em
b

er, 
b

u
t 

h
e 

w
as 

th
e 

fi rst 
execu

tive 
d

irecto
r 

o
f 

th
e 

W
o

rld
 

S
ervice 

O
ffi ce fo

r N
arco

tics A
n

o
nym

o
u

s 
w

h
ich

 
w

o
u

ld
 

m
o

rp
h

 
in

to
 

th
e 

N
A

W
S

 co
rp

o
ratio

n
. H

e rem
arked

 
in

 
h

is 
b

o
o

k 
(“M

y 
Years 

W
ith

 
N

arco
tics A

n
o

nym
o

u
s”, O

rig
in

ally 
p

u
b

lish
ed

 
an

d
 

co
p

yrig
h

ted
 

in
 

1997 b
y H

u
lo

n
 Pen

d
leto

n
 Pu

b
lish

-
in

g
 L.L.C

.) at h
o

w
 p

etty m
em

b
ers 

w
ith

 sig
n

ifi can
t clean

 tim
e w

ere, 
b

u
t 

h
is 

exp
erien

ce 
w

as 
w

ith
 

a 
sm

all seg
m

en
t o

f th
e fello

w
sh

ip
 

w
h

o
 

w
ere 

tryin
g

 
to

 
m

an
ag

e 
a 

rap
id

ly g
ro

w
in

g
 fello

w
sh

ip
 in

 th
e 

1980s an
d

 early 1990s. N
arco

tics 
A

n
o

nym
o

u
s is a sp

iritu
al m

ove-
m

en
t an

d
 g

ro
w

s o
rgan

ically every 

d
ay in

 o
th

er p
arts o

f th
e w

o
rld

 
w

ith
o

u
t th

e n
eed

 to
 b

e m
an

ag
ed

. 
I b

elieve m
em

b
ers acted

 d
ish

o
n

-
estly o

r allo
w

ed
 th

eir self-d
ecep

-
tio

n
s to

 in
fl u

en
ce ch

an
g

es in
 o

u
r 

fello
w

sh
ip

 th
at h

ad
 a far-reach

in
g

 
im

p
act. G

ro
w

th
 h

alted
 q

u
ickly in

 
N

o
rth

 A
m

erica. T
h

e so
lu

tio
n

 fo
r 

th
em

 w
as to

 m
ake service stru

c-
tu

res an
d

 even
ts p

art o
f N

A
 again

st 
th

e w
ish

es o
f th

e Fello
w

sh
ip

. T
h

e 
g

ro
u

p
s h

ad
 alread

y ap
p

roved
 th

e 
o

rig
in

al literatu
re w

h
ich

 referred
 

to
 anyth

in
g

 o
u

tsid
e a g

ro
u

p
 as n

o
t 

a p
art o

f N
A

.
W

ith
 

th
e 

ch
an

g
es, 

u
n

fo
rtu

-
n

ately, m
em

b
ers w

h
o

 h
ave n

ever 
fu

lly 
recovered

 
can

 
b

u
ilt 

en
tire 

lives in
sid

e th
e fello

w
sh

ip
 b

y fi ll-
in

g
 

th
eir 

tim
e 

w
ith

 
even

ts 
an

d
 

service w
o

rk. To
d

ay m
em

b
ers u

se 
th

e term
s like even

t-b
ased

 recov-
ery o

r service-b
ased

 recovery in
 

a d
ero

gato
ry fash

io
n

 to
 d

escrib
e 

th
ese 

b
eh

avio
rs. 

If 
even

ts 
an

d
 

service 
stru

ctu
res 

w
ere 

o
u

tsid
e 

en
terp

rises, th
en

 m
em

b
ers w

h
o

 
h

ave 
fu

lly 
recovered

 
w

o
u

ld
 

eag
erly 

p
articip

ate 
rath

er 
th

an
 

b
ein

g
 d

riven
 aw

ay b
y th

e lies an
d

 
d

ecep
tio

n
 th

at can
 exist. M

em
b

ers 
u

se 
th

e 
inven

to
ry 

p
ro

cess 
as 

a 
w

eap
o

n
 to

 d
rive aw

ay o
th

ers an
d

 
q

u
estio

n
 

th
eir 

m
o

tives. 
S

ervice 
b

o
d

ies sh
o

u
ld

 b
e fu

lly acco
u

n
t-

ab
le to

 an
d

 su
p

p
o

rted
 fi n

an
cially 

b
y 

th
e 

g
ro

u
p

s. 
S

o
m

e 
service 

stru
ctu

res 
fu

n
ctio

n
 

rem
arkab

ly 

19
O

ctober - Novem
ber 2019

h
ttp

://m
ag

sh
are.n

et/n
arch

ive/N
A

rch
ive/1983/01-22-1983_O

p
en

_
Letter_to

_th
e_Fello

w
sh

ip
.p

d
f

T
h

e A
ltered

 B
asic Text 1st E

d
itio

n
 w

as p
rin

ted
.

T
h

e fello
w

sh
ip

 w
an

ted
 to

 kn
o

w
 w

h
at w

as ch
an

g
ed

 sin
ce th

e G
ro

u
p

s 
C

o
n

scien
ce w

as n
o

t invo
lved

 in
 th

e d
ecisio

n
 to

 ch
an

g
e o

u
r b

o
o

k. T
h

e 
fi rst o

f m
any tim

es G
ro

u
p

 C
o

n
scien

ce w
as su

b
verted

. H
ere is th

e 
resp

o
n

se w
e g

o
t. 

M
arch

 15, 1983

To
: T

h
e W

o
rld

w
id

e Fello
w

sh
ip

 o
f N

arco
tics A

n
o

nym
o

u
s

Fro
m

: T
h

e W
S

C
 A

d
m

in
istratio

n
 C

o
m

m
ittee

In
 resp

o
n

se to
 m

any in
q

u
iries regard

in
g

 exactly w
h

at ch
an

g
es, 

d
eletio

n
s an

d
/o

r co
rrectio

n
s w

ere m
ad

e in
 Trad

itio
n

s Fo
u

r an
d

 
N

in
e o

f th
e B

asic Text (referred
 to

 in
 b

o
th

 th
e W

S
C

 Literatu
re 

C
o

m
m

ittee C
h

air’s letter o
f M

arch
 1, 1983 an

d
 th

e C
h

airm
an

 o
f 

th
e B

o
ard

 o
f Tru

stees letter o
f M

arch
 1, 1983), w

e are en
clo

sin
g

 
co

p
ies o

f th
e exact ch

an
g

es m
ad

e. T
h

ey are circled
 fo

r yo
u

r clar-
ifi catio

n
.

In
 lovin

g
 service,

B
o

b
 R

eh
m

ar, C
h

airm
an

W
S

C
 82-83

h
ttp

://m
a

g
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a
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.n
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a
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2
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A
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m
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T
h
e

 A
lt

e
ra

ti
o

n
 o

f 
th

e
 4

th
 &

 9
th

 T
ra

d
it

io
n
s
 i
n
 t

h
e

 

B
a
s
ic

 T
e

x
t 

b
e

tw
e

e
n
 t

h
e

 A
p
p
ro

v
a
l 
C

o
p
y
 &

 t
h
e

 1
s
t 

E
d
it

io
n
.

M
in

u
te

s 
fr

o
m

 B
O

T
 M

ee
ti

n
g

 o
n

 N
ov

em
b

er
 1

3,
 1

98
2

D
ea

r 
G

re
g

,

E
n

cl
o

se
d

 a
re

 th
e 

m
in

u
te

s 
o

f o
u

r 
la

st
 m

ee
ti

n
g

 a
lo

n
g

 w
it

h
 Tr

ad
it

io
n

 
4 

an
d

 9
. 

I 
fe

lt
 i

t 
im

p
o

rt
an

t 
en

o
u

g
h

 t
o

 a
g

re
e 

to
 t

h
e 

fo
llo

w
in

g
 c

h
an

g
es

 o
r 

d
el

et
io

n
s 

in
 t

h
e 

B
ig

 B
o

o
k.

A
s 

th
e 

Tr
ad

it
io

n
s 

su
p

er
se

d
e 

al
l o

th
er

 m
at

er
ia

l, 
I f

el
t i

t w
o

u
ld

 m
ak

e 
th

e 
se

rv
ic

e 
m

an
u

al
 w

o
rt

h
le

ss
 a

s 
w

el
l a

s 
ca

u
se

 s
er

io
u

s 
p

ro
b

le
m

s.
 

A
s 

it
 le

av
es

 th
e 

g
ro

u
p

 h
as

 th
e 

so
le

 p
o

w
er

 a
n

d
 a

s 
yo

u
 k

n
o

w
 s

o
m

e-
o

n
e 

w
o

u
ld

 p
ic

k 
u

p
 o

n
 t

h
at

 a
n

d
 t

el
l t

h
e 

fe
llo

w
sh

ip
 w

h
er

e 
to

 g
o

.

If
 t

h
e 

fe
llo

w
sh

ip
 t

h
in

ks
 t

h
at

 t
h

es
e 

ar
e 

im
p

o
rt

an
t,

 t
h

ey
 s

h
o

u
ld

 b
e 

in
 t

h
e 

se
rv

ic
e 

m
an

u
al

, n
o

t 
th

e 
Tr

ad
it

io
n

s.

In
 F

el
lo

w
sh

ip
, 

C
h

u
ck

h
tt

p
:/

/w
w

w
.n

au
ca

.u
s/

w
p

-c
o

n
te

n
t/

u
p

lo
ad

s/
20

15
/0

5/
19

82
-B

O
T-

A
lt

er
-

at
io

n
s-

o
f-

B
as

ic
-T

ex
t-

Tr
ad

it
io

n
s-

4-
9.

p
d

f

T
h

en
 w

e 
g

o
t 

th
is

.

Ja
n

u
ar

y 
22

, 1
98

3

TO
: O

P
E

N
 L

E
T

T
E

R
 T

O
 T

H
E

 F
E

LL
O

W
S

H
IP

FR
O

M
: B

O
A

R
D

 O
F 

D
IR

E
C

TO
R

S
/W

O
R

LD
 S

E
R

V
IC

E
 O

FF
IC

E

R
E

: N
A

R
C

O
T

IC
S

 A
N

O
N

Y
M

O
U

S
 T

E
X

T
B

O
O

K
 (

H
A

R
D

B
A

C
K

) 

In
 N

ov
em

b
er

 1
98

2,
 d

u
ri

n
g

 t
h

e 
p

ro
o

fr
ea

d
in

g
 o

f 
th

e 
ga

lle
ys

, i
t 

w
as

 
n

o
ti

ce
d

 t
h

at
 a

n
 e

rr
o

r 
w

as
 m

ad
e 

w
it

h
 r

es
p

ec
t 

to
 T

ra
d

it
io

n
s 

Fo
u

r 
an

d
 N

in
e.

 A
 s

p
ec

ia
l m

ee
ti

n
g

 w
as

 c
al

le
d

 o
f t

h
e T

h
re

e 
W

o
rl

d
 S

er
vi

ce
 

A
rm

s 
o

f 
N

ar
co

ti
cs

 A
n

o
ny

m
o

u
s,

 a
n

d
 t

h
e 

er
ro

r 
w

as
 c

o
rr

ec
te

d
.

11
O

ct
ob

er
 - 

No
ve

m
be

r 2
01

9

w
el

l 
an

d
 a

p
p

ea
rs

 r
el

at
ed

 t
o

 t
h

e 
st

re
n

g
th

 
o

f 
th

e 
u

n
it

y 
o

f 
th

o
se

 
g

ro
u

p
s 

w
h

o
 

p
ar

ti
ci

p
at

e 
fu

lly
 

o
r 

su
b

st
an

ti
al

ly
 w

it
h

o
u

t 
th

e 
n

ee
d

 t
o

 
in

ve
n

to
ry

 
ea

ch
 

o
th

er
. 

Lo
o

k 
an

d
 

se
e 

fo
r 

yo
u

rs
el

f 
th

e 
ef

fe
ct

iv
en

es
s 

o
f 

se
rv

ic
e 

st
ru

ct
u

re
s 

w
h

en
 t

h
ey

 
ar

e 
ac

co
u

n
ta

b
le

 
to

 
th

e 
g

ro
u

p
s.

 
S

o
ci

al
 m

ed
ia

 h
as

 o
p

en
ed

 th
e 

d
o

o
r 

to
 h

ea
lt

hy
 f

el
lo

w
sh

ip
s 

ar
o

u
n

d
 t

h
e 

w
o

rl
d

.
A

ll 
m

em
b

er
s 

ca
n

 f
re

el
y 

ex
is

t 
an

d
 p

ar
ti

ci
p

at
e 

in
 N

A
 a

s 
eq

u
al

s 
re

ga
rd

le
ss

 
o

f 
th

ei
r 

p
la

ce
 

in
 

th
e 

jo
u

rn
ey

 
to

 
co

m
p

le
te

 
re

co
ve

ry
. 

T
h

e 
p

er
so

n
al

 in
ve

n
to

ry
 I 

to
o

k 
la

id
 

th
e 

fo
u

n
d

at
io

n
 f

o
r 

th
e 

re
st

 o
f 

th
e 

w
o

rk
 I

 d
id

 i
n

 t
h

e 
st

ep
s 

an
d

 t
ra

d
i-

ti
o

n
s.

 T
h

e 
d

ai
ly

 p
ra

ct
ic

e 
o

f 
ap

p
ly

-
in

g
 s

p
ir

it
u

al
 p

ri
n

ci
p

le
s 

in
 a

ll 
m

y 
af

fa
ir

s 
co

n
ti

n
u

es
. W

h
en

 I 
st

ru
g

g
le

 
w

it
h

 t
h

is
 p

ra
ct

ic
e 

in
 s

o
m

e 
af

fa
ir

, 
I 

as
k 

fo
r 

h
el

p
 f

ro
m

 o
th

er
 m

em
b

er
s 

in
 t

h
e 

g
ro

u
p

 I
’m

 a
 m

em
b

er
 o

f. 
N

ew
 p

eo
p

le
 a

n
d

 a
 g

ro
w

in
g

 fe
llo

w
-

sh
ip

 s
tr

en
g

th
en

 m
y 

re
co

ve
ry

 a
n

d
 

o
ff

er
 m

e 
m

o
re

 f
re

ed
o

m
 w

it
h

 e
ac

h
 

p
as

si
n

g
 d

ay
. T

h
e 

d
iv

er
si

ty
 o

f 
m

y 
g

ro
u

p
 g

iv
es

 m
e 

th
e 

o
p

p
o

rt
u

n
it

y 
to

 
ap

p
ly

 t
h

e 
tr

ad
it

io
n

s 
in

 m
y 

lif
e 

an
d

 
fu

rt
h

er
 

st
re

n
g

th
en

s 
m

y 
p

ra
ct

ic
e 

o
f 

ap
p

ly
in

g
 

sp
ir

it
u

al
 

p
ri

n
ci

p
le

s.
 

T
h

e 
st

ig
m

a 
o

f 
b

ei
n

g
 

an
 

ad
d

ic
t 

is
 n

o
 l

o
n

g
er

 a
 b

ar
ri

er
. 

I 
ca

n
 f

u
lly

 
co

n
tr

ib
u

te
 t

o
 s

o
ci

et
y 

an
d

 p
ar

ti
ci

-
p

at
e 

in
 a

ll 
th

e 
w

o
rl

d
 h

as
 t

o
 o

ff
er

. 
T

h
e 

g
re

at
es

t 
fr

ee
d

o
m

 
is

 
fr

o
m

 
se

lf
-o

b
se

ss
io

n
 a

s 
I r

em
ai

n
 v

ig
ila

n
t 

in
 c

ar
ry

in
g

 a
 m

es
sa

g
e 

to
 t

h
e 

st
ill

 
su

ff
er

in
g

 a
d

d
ic

t.
A

n 
A

no
ny

m
ou

s 
A

dd
ic

t 
Fr

om
 C

an
ad

a 
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W
h
y
 a

re
 T

h
e

re
 S

e
v
e

n
 

E
d
itio

n
s
 o

f o
u
r B

a
s
ic

 

T
e

x
t?

W
as 

it 
n

ecessary 
to

 
create 

seven
 ed

itio
n

s o
f o

u
r B

asic Text? 
W

ell, yes an
d

 n
o

.  “Yes an
d

 n
o

,” 
yo

u
 say, “th

at d
o

esn’t m
ake any 

sen
se.” Yo

u
’re 

rig
h

t, 
it 

d
o

esn’t. 
 

To
 

u
n

d
erstan

d
 

th
at 

“yes 
an

d
 

n
o” an

sw
er, w

e m
u

st lo
o

k at th
e 

h
isto

ry o
f h

o
w

 an
d

 w
hy th

e Text 
w

as 
ch

an
g

ed
, 

startin
g

 
w

ith
 

th
e 

First E
d

itio
n

.
T

h
e fi rst fello

w
sh

ip
 w

ritten
 an

d
 

g
ro

u
p

 co
n

scien
ce ap

p
roved

 B
asic 

Text w
as released

 fo
r a sh

o
rt tim

e 
(1983), th

en
 q

u
ickly recalled

 w
h

en
 

it w
as d

iscovered
 th

at in
d

ivid
u

als 
at th

e W
o

rld
 S

ervice O
ffi ce h

ad
 

m
ad

e 
u

n
au

th
o

rized
 

an
d

 
u

n
ap

-
p

roved
 

ch
an

g
es 

to
 

th
e 

4th
 

an
d

 
9th

 Trad
itio

n
s text. (2) C

learly, th
e 

u
n

au
th

o
rized

 
versio

n
 

co
u

ld
 

n
o

t 
b

e fu
rth

er d
istrib

u
ted

, an
d

 after 
th

e 
Fello

w
sh

ip
 

d
em

an
d

ed
 

th
at 

th
e co

rrect versio
n

 b
e p

rin
ted

 an
d

 
d

istrib
u

ted
, 

th
e 

S
eco

n
d

 
E

d
itio

n
 

w
as p

u
b

lish
ed

 im
m

ed
iately.  It’s 

w
o

rth
 n

o
tin

g
 th

at m
o

st in
fo

rm
ed

 
m

em
b

ers to
d

ay reco
g

n
ize th

at th
e 

2n
d

 ed
itio

n
 is/w

as th
e o

n
ly B

asic 
Text th

at w
as g

ro
u

p
 co

n
scien

ce 
d

evelo
p

ed
 an

d
 ap

p
roved

.
 N

o
t to

 b
e d

eterred
, th

e “p
o

w
ers 

th
at b

e” at th
e W

S
O

 an
d

 W
S

C
 still 

felt th
reaten

ed
 b

y th
e clear u

n
d

er-
stan

d
in

g
 

in
 

o
u

r Trad
itio

n
s 

th
at 

d
em

an
d

 
th

at 
N

.A
. 

g
ro

u
p

s 
h

ave 
“th

e p
o

w
er” in

 N
.A

. S
ervice. (3)

W
ith

o
u

t sen
d

in
g

 th
eir ed

itin
g

 
b

ack to
 th

e g
ro

u
p

s in
 th

e stan
d

ard
 

w
ay (d

istrib
u

tio
n

 to
 all reg

istered
 

N
.A

. g
ro

u
p

s w
ith

 am
p

le tim
e to

 
d

elib
erate, p

ray an
d

 m
ake d

eci-
sio

n
s), th

e W
S

O
 d

eleted
, th

ro
u

g
h

 
a m

an
ip

u
latio

n
 o

f accep
ted

 vo
tin

g
 

p
ro

ced
u

res o
f th

e W
S

C
, d

eleted
 

clear lan
g

u
ag

e d
efi n

in
g

 th
e 4th

 
an

d
 9th

 trad
itio

n
s. It w

as rep
o

rted
 

b
y th

e W
S

O
 th

at th
e g

ro
u

p
s h

ad
 

resp
o

n
d

ed
 (an

d
 ap

p
aren

tly really 
q

u
ickly) in

 favo
r o

f th
e d

eletio
n

s 
an

d
 

p
ro

d
u

ced
 

th
e 

3rd
 

E
d

itio
n

. 
W

h
at w

asn’t rep
o

rted
 b

y th
e W

S
O

 
th

at m
any g

ro
u

p
s an

d
 m

em
b

ers 
o

f N
A

 left th
e fello

w
sh

ip
 at th

at 
p

o
in

t, 
b

elievin
g

 
th

e 
W

S
C

 
h

ad
 

vio
lated

, an
d

 w
o

u
ld

 co
n

tin
u

e to
 

vio
late th

e Trad
itio

n
s. 

In
 

1985, 
th

e 
W

o
rld

 
S

ervice 
B

o
ard

 
o

f Tru
stees, 

w
ith

o
u

t 
any 

n
o

tice to
 th

e fello
w

sh
ip

, fo
rm

ed
 a 

clo
sed

 “literatu
re co

m
m

ittee” o
ff 

lim
its to

 fello
w

sh
ip

 in
p

u
t, w

h
ich

 
u

ltim
ately 

m
an

u
factu

red
 

th
e 

“Little W
h

ite B
o

o
k, n

ew
ly revised

.”  
T

h
is w

as o
ffered

 to
 th

e fello
w

sh
ip

 
fo

r ap
p

roval o
n

ly, w
ith

 n
o

 review
 

an
d

 in
p

u
t p

h
ase. B

u
t ap

p
rove it 

th
e fello

w
sh

ip
 d

id
, an

d
 th

e Little 
W

h
ite B

o
o

k ch
an

g
es w

ere ap
p

lied
 

to
 

th
e 

B
asic 

Text. 
T

h
u

s, 
w

as 
b

o
rn

 th
e T

h
ird

 E
d

itio
n

, R
evised

. 
(S

ee 
h

o
w

 
erro

rs 
in

 
th

at 
w

o
rk 

th
reaten

 recovery even
 to

d
ay. (4))

A
ro

u
n

d
 th

at tim
e, th

e W
S

O
 B

o
ard
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D
o

 w
e

 s
till b

e
lie

v
e

 th
is

 

to
d
a
y
?

N
arco

tics A
n

o
nym

o
u

s is b
u

ilt 
u

p
o

n
 

a 
few

 
id

eas 
th

at 
are 

n
o

t 
p

art o
f th

e tw
elve step

s w
e u

se 
to

 
recover 

fro
m

 
ad

d
ictio

n
. 

Fo
r 

exam
p

le: 
... 

"th
is 

is 
a 

p
ro

g
ram

 
o

f co
m

p
lete ab

stin
en

ce fro
m

 all 
d

ru
g

s", "w
e h

ave n
o

 d
u

es o
r fees, 

n
o

 p
led

g
es to

 sig
n

, n
o

 p
ro

m
ises 

to
 

m
ake 

to
 

anyo
n

e, 
w

e 
are" 

... 
ad

d
icts w

h
o

 m
eet reg

u
larly to

 h
elp

 
each

 o
th

er stay clean
 .... ". Part o

f 
th

e 
p

h
ilo

so
p

hy 
N

arco
tics A

n
o

n
-

ym
o

u
s w

as b
u

ilt u
p

o
n

 in
clu

d
ed

 
th

e id
ea th

at: " ... Jail d
id

 n
o

t h
elp

 
u

s at all, M
ed

icin
e, relig

io
n

 an
d

 
p

sych
iatry ... (h

ad
) n

o
 an

sw
ers fo

r 
u

s w
e co

u
ld

 u
se." To

 recover fro
m

 
ad

d
ictio

n
. O

u
r earliest an

d
 m

o
st 

b
asic 

co
m

p
reh

en
sive 

literatu
re 

w
as w

ritten
 b

y th
o

se ad
d

icts w
h

o
 

cared
 en

o
u

g
h

 to
 g

ive it aw
ay so

 
th

ey co
u

ld
 keep

 it. T
h

e w
ritin

g
 w

as 
o

p
en

 to
 any m

em
b

er w
h

o
 w

an
ted

 
to

 h
elp

 an
d

 all o
f it w

as review
ed

 
b

y th
e en

tire fello
w

sh
ip

 w
h

o
 w

ere 
en

co
u

rag
ed

 to
 in

p
u

t any ch
an

g
es 

o
r 

ad
d

itio
n

s 
th

ey 
th

o
u

g
h

t 
w

ere 
h

elp
fu

l. T
h

is m
eth

o
d

 m
u

st h
ave 

o
ffen

d
ed

 so
m

e fo
lks w

h
o

 seem
ed

 
to

 th
in

k th
ey w

ere m
o

re q
u

alifi ed
 

to
 w

rite th
an

 th
e en

tire fello
w

sh
ip

. 
A

 very lim
ited

 factio
n

 o
f m

em
b

ers 
re-w

ro
te p

art o
f o

u
r stated

 p
h

ilo
s-

o
p

hy to
: " ... M

o
st o

f u
s en

d
ed

 
u

p
 in

 jail, o
r so

u
g

h
t h

elp
 th

ro
u

g
h

 

m
ed

icin
e, relig

io
n

 an
d

 p
sych

iatry. 
N

o
n

e o
f th

ese m
eth

o
d

s w
as su

ffi -
cien

t fo
r u

s." C
h

an
g

in
g

 o
u

r en
tire 

relatio
n

sh
ip

 to
 th

o
se in

stitu
tio

n
al 

en
tities. N

o
w

 w
e are sad

d
led

 w
ith

 
th

is 
erro

n
eo

u
s 

p
ercep

tio
n

. 
W

e 
h

ave d
ru

g
 rep

lacem
en

t m
em

b
ers 

callin
g

 th
em

selves clean
 b

ecau
se 

so
m

e 
th

erap
ist 

to
ld

 
th

em
 

th
at 

th
ey w

ere. W
e n

eed
 to

 inven
to

ry 
o

u
r 

service 
erro

rs, 
p

articu
larly 

th
o

se w
e m

ad
e b

ecau
se o

f elitism
 

an
d

 clo
sin

g
 o

u
r services to

 fu
ll 

fello
w

sh
ip

 p
articip

atio
n

, an
d

 th
e 

d
ish

o
n

o
rin

g
 o

f co
m

p
lete review

 
an

d
 in

p
u

t. 
W

ritten by an N
A

 m
em

ber that 
goes by A

nonym
i
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co
m

m
itt

ee
 is

 f
o

rm
ed

 t
o

 p
u

t
o

n
 a

n
 a

ct
iv

it
y 

to
 r

ai
se

 f
u

n
d

s.
 

T
h

es
e 

ef
fo

rt
s 

h
el

p
 

an
d

 
w

it
h

o
u

t 
th

em
, w

e 
co

u
ld

 n
o

t h
av

e 
co

m
e 

th
is

 
fa

r.
 N

.A
. 

se
rv

ic
es

 r
em

ai
n

 i
n

 n
ee

d
 

o
f 

m
o

n
ey

, 
an

d
 e

ve
n

 t
h

o
u

g
h

 i
t 

is
 

so
m

et
im

es
 f

ru
st

ra
ti

n
g

, 
w

e 
re

al
ly

 
w

o
u

ld
 n

o
t 

h
av

e 
it

 a
ny

 o
th

er
 w

ay
; 

w
e 

kn
o

w
 t

h
e 

p
ri

ce
 w

o
u

ld
 b

e 
to

o
 

h
ig

h
. W

e 
al

l h
av

e 
to

 p
u

ll 
to

g
et

h
er

, 
an

d
 i

n
 p

u
lli

n
g

 t
o

g
et

h
er

 w
e 

le
ar

n
 

th
at

 w
e 

re
al

ly
 a

re
 p

ar
t 

o
f 

“s
o

m
e-

th
in

g
 

g
re

at
er

 
th

an
 

o
u

rs
el

ve
s.”

} 
T

h
es

e 
st

at
em

en
t 

in
 o

u
r 

B
as

ic
 T

ex
t 

o
n

ly
 d

ea
l w

it
h

 th
e 

N
A

 h
o

m
e 

G
ro

u
p

 
cr

ea
ti

n
g

 a
 c

o
m

m
itt

ee
 w

it
h

in
 t

h
e 

G
ro

u
p

 f
o

r 
th

e 
p

u
rp

o
se

 t
o

 f
u

lfi 
ll 

th
ei

r 
Pr

im
ar

y 
Pu

rp
o

se
 

o
f 

th
e 

H
o

m
e 

G
ro

u
p

 a
b

ili
ty

 t
o

 c
ar

ry
 t

h
e 

m
es

sa
g

e 
th

ro
u

g
h

 p
ro

vi
d

in
g

 in
fo

r-
m

at
io

n
 t

o
 t

h
e 

Pu
b

lic
 a

n
d

 H
-I

 i
n

to
 

Pr
is

o
n

 a
n

d
 r

eh
ab

ili
ta

ti
o

n
 c

en
te

rs
. 

H
o

w
ev

er
, 

th
e 

co
m

m
itt

ee
 s

h
o

u
ld

 
b

e 
d

is
so

lv
ed

 o
n

ce
 t

h
ey

 h
av

e 
fo

r 
fi 

lle
d

 
th

ei
r 

p
u

rp
o

se
 

d
ir

ec
te

d
 

b
y 

th
e 

N
A

 H
o

m
e 

G
ro

u
p

 …
H

o
w

ev
er

 
th

is
 s

h
o

u
ld

 b
e 

av
o

id
ed

 if
 a

ll 
p

o
ss

i-
b

le
, 

w
e 

sh
o

u
ld

 r
el

y 
o

n
 s

p
ir

it
u

al
 

d
ir

ec
ti

o
n

 o
f 

G
o

d
 i

nv
o

lv
ed

 i
n

 a
re

 
N

A
 

H
o

m
e 

G
ro

u
p

 
C

o
n

sc
ie

n
ce

, 
th

ro
u

g
h

 
p

ra
ye

r 
an

d
 

m
ed

it
at

io
n

. 
A

 S
u

rr
en

d
er

 t
o

 a
 G

re
at

er
 P

o
w

er
 

w
ill

 s
h

o
u

ld
 b

e 
th

e 
ex

am
p

le
 a

 N
A

 
H

o
m

e 
G

ro
u

p
 u

ti
liz

es
 f

o
r 

g
u

id
an

ce
 

co
n

ce
rn

in
g

 t
h

e 
is

su
e 

o
f 

m
o

n
ey

. 
A

ll 
th

e 
m

o
n

ey
 i

s 
su

p
p

o
se

d
 t

o
 

co
m

e 
fr

o
m

 m
em

b
er

s.
  

W
hy

 d
o

 
w

e 
n

ee
d

 t
o

 "
se

ll"
 s

h
in

y 
th

in
g

s 
to

 
o

u
rs

el
ve

s 
to

 g
et

 m
o

n
ey

 t
o

 p
ay

 

o
u

r 
b

ill
s?

  
R

ea
ch

 i
n

to
 t

h
e 

sa
m

e 
p

o
ck

et
s 

an
d

 p
ay

 o
u

r 
w

ay
. 

 Y
o

u
 

w
an

t 
to

 h
av

e 
a 

d
an

ce
 t

h
en

 h
av

e 
a 

se
lf

-s
u

p
p

o
rt

in
g

 d
an

ce
, 

ju
st

 t
o

 p
ay

 
fo

r 
th

e 
d

an
ce

. 
 Y

o
u

 n
ee

d
 m

o
n

ey
 

fo
r 

a 
sp

ec
ia

l 
P

I 
p

ro
je

ct
 t

h
en

 a
sk

 
th

e 
g

ro
u

p
s 

to
 a

sk
 th

e 
m

em
b

er
s.

  I
f 

th
ey

 w
an

t 
it

, t
h

ey
 w

ill
 p

ro
vi

d
e 

th
e 

m
o

n
ey

 &
 G

C
.

C
op

yr
ig

ht
 b

y 
A

no
ny

m
i F

ou
nd

at
io

n 
fo

r N
A

N
A 

H
om

e 
G

ro
up

s
P.

O
. B

ox
 4

40
4

A
lle

nt
ow

n 
PA

 1
81

05
Pe

rm
is

si
on

 G
ra

nt
ed

 fo
r t

hi
s 

M
at

er
ia

l 
to

 R
ep

rin
te

d
It 

m
ay

 n
ot

 b
e 

re
so

ld
 fo

r p
ro

fi t
In

pu
t a

nd
 R

ev
ie

w
Se

nd
 In

pu
t t

o 
na

he
lp

.o
rg

@
gm

ai
l.

co
m

TM
©

08
/2

5/
20
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�
�

13
O

ct
ob

er
 - 

No
ve

m
be

r 2
01

9

re
al

iz
ed

 t
h

at
 t

h
e 

Te
xt

 w
as

 a
 c

as
h

 
co

w
.  T

h
e 

b
o

o
k 

w
as

 s
o

ld
 fo

r 
a 

h
ig

h
 

p
ri

ce
, 

h
ig

h
er

 e
ve

n
 t

h
an

 w
as

 o
ri

g
-

in
al

ly
 

ag
re

ed
 

to
 

b
y 

co
n

fe
re

n
ce

 
p

ar
ti

ci
p

an
ts

. 
 L

o
o

ki
n

g
 f

o
r 

w
ay

s 
to

 
in

cr
ea

se
 p

ro
fi 

ts
, 

th
ey

 c
o

n
tr

ac
te

d
 

w
it

h
 th

e 
H

az
el

d
en

 F
o

u
n

d
at

io
n

, t
h

e 
la

rg
es

t 
su

p
p

lie
r 

o
f 

tr
ea

tm
en

t-
re

-
la

te
d

 m
at

er
ia

l, 
to

 s
el

l 
th

e 
b

o
o

k.
  

U
n

fo
rt

u
n

at
el

y,
 

H
az

el
d

en
 

d
id

 
n

o
t 

lik
e 

o
u

r 
g

ra
m

m
ar

 
an

d
 

co
n

te
n

t.
 

T
h

ey
 d

id
 n

o
t 

lik
e 

th
e 

‘a
d

d
ic

t 
to

 
ad

d
ic

t’
 c

o
n

te
xt

 t
h

at
 w

e 
ca

n
 r

el
at

e 
to

, a
n

d
 w

an
te

d
 t

h
e 

b
o

o
k 

ed
it

ed
 t

o
 

th
ei

r 
p

er
ce

p
ti

o
n

 o
f a

 “
p

ro
fe

ss
io

n
al

 
st

an
d

ar
d

,”
 i

n
cl

u
d

in
g

 t
h

ei
r 

p
er

ce
p

-
ti

o
n

s 
o

f 
th

e 
tr

ea
tm

en
t 

in
d

u
st

ry
.

S
o

 th
e 

cl
o

se
d

 W
o

rl
d

 L
it

 C
o

m
m

it
-

te
e 

an
d

 th
e 

W
S

O
 a

sk
ed

 th
e 

fe
llo

w
-

sh
ip

 f
o

r 
an

 o
ka

y 
to

 e
d

it
 t

h
e 

B
as

ic
 

Te
xt

 o
n

ce
 a

ga
in

, 
m

ak
in

g
 “

g
ra

m
-

m
at

ic
al

 c
h

an
g

es
” 

w
it

h
o

u
t 

d
is

to
rt

-
in

g
 

th
e 

m
ea

n
in

g
. 

(j
u

st
 

lik
e 

th
e 

“n
o

n
-s

u
b

st
an

ti
ve

” 
ch

an
g

es
 

th
ey

 
ar

e 
as

ki
n

g
 fo

r 
in

 th
e 

20
12

 C
A

R
).

 (5
) 

U
n

fo
rt

u
n

at
el

y,
 

th
e 

p
ro

fe
ss

io
n

al
 

w
ri

te
r 

th
ey

 h
ir

ed
 w

it
h

o
u

t 
a 

g
ro

u
p

 
co

n
sc

ie
n

ce
 

d
ec

is
io

n
 

fr
o

m
 

th
e 

fe
llo

w
sh

ip
 w

en
t m

u
ch

 fu
rt

h
er

 th
an

 
th

e 
W

S
C

 
m

o
ti

o
n

 
d

ir
ec

te
d

. 
 T

h
e 

re
su

lt
in

g
 4

th
 e

d
it

io
n

 w
as

 c
le

ar
ly

 
w

ri
tt

en
 

fo
r 

o
th

er
 

p
ro

fe
ss

io
n

al
s 

an
d

 c
h

an
g

ed
 th

e 
m

ea
n

in
g

 o
f m

u
ch

 
o

f 
th

e 
cl

ea
rl

y 
u

n
d

er
st

an
d

ab
le

 
la

n
g

u
ag

e 
w

e 
ad

d
ic

ts
 u

se
. 

A
d

d
i-

ti
o

n
al

ly
, 

b
ef

o
re

 t
h

e 
re

-w
ri

tt
en

 4
th

 
ed

it
io

n
 w

as
 e

ve
n

 a
p

p
ro

ve
d

 b
y 

th
e 

fe
llo

w
sh

ip
, t

h
e 

W
S

O
 h

ad
 a

cc
ep

te
d

 
fu

n
d

in
g

 
fr

o
m

 
H

az
el

d
en

 
fo

r 
it

, 
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ay
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an
d

 
th

o
u

san
d

s 
o

f 
co

p
ies 

w
ere 

p
u

b
lish

ed
 an

d
 d

istrib
u

ted
 w

id
ely.

C
learly, 

th
e 

4th
 

E
d

itio
n

 
sh

o
u

ld
 

h
ave 

n
ever 

b
een

 
w

ritten
, 

m
u

ch
 

less 
re-w

ritten
 

b
y 

p
ro

fessio
n

als 
w

ith
o

u
t th

e fello
w

sh
ip

’s ap
p

roval.  
T

h
e fello

w
sh

ip
 certain

ly felt th
at 

w
ay an

d
 d

em
an

d
ed

 th
at it im

m
e-

d
iately b

e recalled
. In

 yet an
o

th
er 

u
n

p
reced

en
ted

 
m

ove 
b

y 
th

e 
m

an
ip

u
latio

n
 o

f co
n

feren
ce p

ro
ce-

d
u

re, th
e W

S
C

 co
m

b
in

ed
 th

e 3rd
 

R
evised

 an
d

 4th
 E

d
itio

n
, g

ivin
g

 
b

irth
 to

 th
e 5th

 ed
itio

n
, a co

m
p

ro
-

m
ise th

at satisfi ed
 H

azeld
en

.  T
h

e 
kicker is th

e fact th
at b

o
o

k d
istrib

-
u

to
rs like H

azeld
en

 p
ay a w

h
o

le-
sale p

rice fo
r o

u
r literatu

re – far 
less th

an
 yo

u
 an

d
 I, o

r o
u

r H
o

m
e 

G
ro

u
p

s, 
are 

req
u

ired
 

to
 

p
ay. 

H
azeld

en
 th

en
 tu

rn
s aro

u
n

d
 an

d
 

sells it fo
r a p

ro
fi t! It’s co

rp
o

rate 
m

o
n

ey, 
p

ro
p

erty, 
an

d
 

p
restig

e 
in

 actio
n

 – a w
alkin

g
, talkin

g
 6th

 
Trad

itio
n

 vio
latio

n
. 

T
h

e 5th
 ed

itio
n

 stayed
 w

ith
 u

s 
fo

r 
q

u
ite 

a 
w

h
ile. 

Fast 
fo

rw
ard

 
ab

o
u

t fi ve years, aro
u

n
d

 th
e sam

e 
tim

e th
at W

o
rld

 S
ervices in

fo
rm

ed
 

th
e fello

w
sh

ip
 th

ere w
ere sig

n
ifi -

can
t “fu

n
d

 fl o
w

” p
ro

b
lem

s, th
ey 

su
g

g
ested

 a 6th
 ed

itio
n

, ch
an

g
in

g
 

o
n

ly th
e sto

ries in
 th

e seco
n

d
 h

alf 
o

f th
e b

o
o

k.  H
o

w
ever, o

n
ce again

, 
th

is id
ea d

id
 n

o
t co

m
e as a req

u
est 

fro
m

 th
e fello

w
sh

ip
. N

o
r w

as it 
ever su

g
g

ested
 (o

r d
ream

ed
 o

f) 
b

y th
e fello

w
sh

ip
 th

at w
h

en
 n

ew
 

versio
n

s o
f th

e B
asic Text co

m
e 

o
u

t, th
at su

d
d

en
ly o

ld
er versio

n
s 

w
o

u
ld

 
b

eco
m

e 
u

n
accep

tab
le/” 

n
o

n
-ap

p
roved

” 
literatu

re. 
(N

o
t 

a 
b

ad
 

m
arketin

g
 

tech
n

iq
u

e 
to

 
R

E
A

LLY
 am

p
 u

p
 th

e sale o
f n

ew
 

versio
n

s.)   T
h

e fello
w

sh
ip

 w
as 

allo
w

ed
 to

 vo
te o

n
 w

h
at sto

ries 
w

o
u

ld
 b

e p
u

t in
 th

e 6th
 ed

itio
n

…
B

U
T

 w
e w

ere n
o

t asked
 to

 d
ecid

e 
o

n
 w

h
ich

 sto
ries w

ere taken
 o

u
t. 

O
n

ce again
, th

at kin
d

 o
f d

ecisio
n

 
fell 

to
 

th
o

se 
w

h
o

 
b

elieve 
th

ey 
kn

o
w

 b
etter an

d
 h

ad
 m

ad
e th

em
-

selves m
o

re p
o

w
erfu

l th
an

 G
ro

u
p

 
C

o
n

scien
ce.

W
e, in

 o
u

r p
ro

g
ram

s o
f recov-

ery, take inven
to

ries th
en

 ch
an

g
e 

o
u

r 
b

eh
avio

r 
to

 
su

p
p

o
rt 

o
u

r 
recovery. Perh

ap
s a clear view

 o
f 

a service inven
to

ry sh
o

u
ld

 in
clu

d
e 

so
m

e sim
p

le ad
ju

stm
en

ts to
 o

u
r 

literatu
re 

p
o

licy. A
n

 
ap

p
ro

p
riate 

actio
n

 b
y th

e R
D

’s at W
S

C
 2012 

w
o

u
ld

 
b

e 
to

 
d

eny 
th

e 
req

u
est 

fo
r u

n
b

rid
led

 ed
itin

g
 rig

h
ts to

 b
e 

g
iven

 
to

 
th

e W
B

. 
O

th
er 

ap
p

ro
-

p
riate actio

n
s m

ig
h

t in
clu

d
e th

at 
w

h
atever versio

n
 o

f th
e B

asic Text 
a m

em
b

er b
o

u
g

h
t fi rst b

e d
eclared

 
to

 b
e “A

p
p

roved
 N

A
 Literatu

re” 
fo

r th
at m

em
b

er.
In S
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A
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U

S
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W
h
a
t a

b
o

u
t F

u
n
d
ra

is
in

g
?

D
o

es 
Fu

n
d

raisin
g

 
h

ave 
any 

p
lace in

 th
e N

A
 C

o
m

m
u

n
ities? Let 

take a lo
o

k at th
e 7

th Trad
itio

n
 o

f 
N

arco
tics A

n
o

nym
o

u
s an

d
 w

h
at it 

says to
 u

s sp
iritu

ally.

“Trad
itio

n
 

S
even

 
E

very 
N

A
 

G
ro

u
p

 
o

u
g

h
t 

to
 

b
e 

fu
lly 

self 
– 

su
p

p
o

rtin
g

, 
d

eclin
in

g
 

o
u

tsid
e 

co
n

trib
u

tio
n

s.”

W
h

at 
d

o
es 

it 
m

ean
 

to
 

b
e 

self-su
p

p
o

rtin
g

, d
eclin

in
g

 o
u

tsid
e 

co
n

trib
u

tio
n

s? D
o

es b
e self-su

p
-

p
o

rtin
g

 
m

ean
 

w
e 

as 
th

e 
N

A
 

C
o

m
m

u
n

ities p
ay o

u
r o

w
n

 w
ay, 

h
o

w
ever th

at m
ean

s o
n

ly th
e N

A
 

G
ro

u
p

 p
ays it o

n
 w

ay. W
e h

ere so
 

o
ften

 th
at th

e 7
th trad

itio
n

 states 
th

at w
e p

ass th
e b

asket to
 p

ay 
are o

w
n

 w
ay th

an
 w

e also
 h

ear 
w

e are d
o

in
g

 a fu
n

d
raiser to

 fu
n

d
 

o
u

r services th
at th

e g
ro

u
p

s h
ave 

set u
p

, w
h

eth
er it b

e fo
r H

-I, P-I , 
a co

nven
tio

n
 are fo

r th
e g

ro
u

p
 to

 
p

ay its ren
t. 

A
re w

e really self-su
p

p
o

rtin
g

, 
d

eclin
in

g
 

o
u

tsid
e 

co
n

trib
u

tio
n

s 
w

h
en

 w
e are invo

lved
 in

 g
ettin

g
 

o
th

ers to
 b

e p
art o

f ch
arg

in
g

 fo
r 

are services th
ro

u
g

h
 a ch

arg
e fo

r 
th

e fu
n

ctio
n

? D
o

 w
e as a fello

w
-

sh
ip

 b
elieve in

 th
at statem

en
t in

 
th

e B
asic Text w

h
ere it states th

at 
if it is S

p
iritu

al th
at th

e m
o

n
ey w

ill 
b

e th
ere? D

o
 w

e Tru
st th

at G
o

d
 

w
ill b

e invo
lved

 in
 o

u
r sp

iritu
al 

p
ro

cess o
f g

ivin
g

 fro
m

 th
e h

eart? 
D

o
 w

e Tru
st o

u
r m

em
b

ersh
ip

 w
ill 

co
m

e th
ro

u
g

h
 to

 fu
n

d
 o

u
r services 

th
at th

ey h
ave co

n
scien

ce to
 set u

p
 

to
 assist in

 carryin
g

 o
u

r m
essag

e 
to

 th
e ad

d
ict w

h
o

 still su
ffers?  

D
o

 
w

e 
p

ray 
b

efo
re 

w
e 

p
ass 

th
e b

asket an
d

 m
ake it a sp

iri-
tu

al b
o

d
y o

f th
e m

eetin
g

?  D
o

 w
e 

stu
d

y th
e 7

th trad
itio

n
 so

 are G
ro

u
p

 
m

em
b

ers u
n

d
erstan

d
 w

h
at th

e 7
th 

trad
itio

n
 

actu
ally 

m
ean

s? 
D

o
es 

th
e 7

th trad
itio

n
 h

ave m
o

re th
an

 a 
fi n

an
cial m

atter in
 m

ean
in

g
 w

h
en

 
it co

m
es to

 b
ein

g
 self-su

p
p

o
rtin

g
? 

{“W
e 

n
eed

 
m

o
n

ey 
to

 
ru

n
 

o
u

r g
ro

u
p

: th
ere is ren

t to
 p

ay, 
su

p
p

lies an
d

 literatu
re to

 b
u

y. W
e 

take a co
llectio

n
 in

 o
u

r m
eetin

g
s 

to
 cover th

ese exp
en

ses an
d

 w
h

at-
ever is left over g

o
es to

 su
p

p
o

rt 
o

u
r services an

d
 to

 fu
rth

er o
u

r 
p

rim
ary 

p
u

rp
o

se. 
U

n
fo

rtu
n

ately, 
th

ere 
is 

little 
left 

over 
o

n
ce 

a 
g

ro
u

p
 p

ays its w
ay. S

o
m

etim
es a 


