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m
is

ch
ie

f, 
b

u
t 

I 
st

ill
 h

av
e 

g
re

at
 f

ai
th

 i
n

 N
A

 a
n

d
 

th
e 

lo
vi

n
g

 G
o

d
 w

h
o

 c
ar

es
 fo

r 
u

s 
IN

 S
P

IT
E

 o
f 

th
e 

fo
o

lis
h

n
es

s 
an

d
 

se
lf

-w
ill

 w
e 

ex
h

ib
it

 e
ve

ry
 d

ay
. 

C
o

n
si

d
er

, t
h

o
u

g
h

, t
h

at
 fo

r 
so

m
e 

ad
d

ic
ts

, 
th

er
e 

is
 n

o
 s

u
ch

 t
h

in
g

 
as

 e
n

o
u

g
h

. 
It

’s
 n

o
t 

en
o

u
g

h
 t

o
 

h
av

e 
th

e 
p

o
w

er
 

an
d

 
p

re
st

ig
e 

o
f 

b
ei

n
g

 t
h

e 
re

g
io

n
al

 t
re

as
u

re
r;

 
th

ey
 a

ls
o

 w
an

t 
a 

vo
te

. 
It

’s
 n

o
t 

en
o

u
g

h
 t

o
 b

e 
an

 a
re

a 
H

&
I c

h
ai

r,
 

w
it

h
 c

o
n

si
d

er
ab

le
 i

n
fl

u
en

ce
, 

a 
vo

ic
e 

at
 a

re
a 

an
d

 t
h

e 
jo

y 
an

d
 

p
ri

vi
le

g
e 

o
f 

se
rv

ic
e;

 t
h

ey
 a

ls
o

 
w

an
t 

a 
V

O
T

E
. 

W
el

l, 
I’m

 s
o

rr
y,

 
th

ey
’r

e 
n

o
t 

g
et

ti
n

g
 m

y 
vo

te
, 

o
r 

th
at

 o
f 

m
y 

h
o

m
e 

g
ro

u
p

, a
re

a 
o

r 
re

g
io

n
. A

 lo
vi

n
g

 G
o

d
 s

ti
ll 

sp
ea

ks
 

th
ro

u
g

h
 th

e 
g

ro
u

p
s.

 T
h

an
k 

G
o

d
! 

A
n

d
 u

n
ti

l 
th

ey
 g

et
 t

h
e 

vo
te

, 
th

e 
tr

u
st

ed
 s

er
va

n
ts

 d
o

 n
o

t 
g

ov
er

n
.

W
ri

tt
e
n

 B
y
: A

n
 A

n
o

n
y
m

o
u

s
 

A
d

d
ic

t 
In

 t
h

e
 M

id
 N

in
e
ti

e
s

R
e
s
is

ta
n

c
e
 t

o
 O

u
r 

M
e
s
s
a
g

e

O
u

r 
Pr

im
ar

y 
Pu

rp
o

se
 

is
 

to
 

ca
rr

y 
th

e 
N

.A
. 

M
es

sa
g

e.
 

W
e 

ca
rr

y 
th

e 
M

es
sa

g
e 

an
d

 
G

o
d

 d
el

iv
er

s 
it

. T
h

at
’s

 a
n

 e
as

y 
en

o
u

g
h

 
co

n
ce

p
t 

to
 

U
n

d
er

-
st

an
d

 
an

d
 

A
cc

ep
t.

 
It

 
cl

ea
rl

y 
st

at
es

 o
u

r 
R

es
p

o
n

si
b

ili
ty

 in
 t

h
at

 
as

p
ec

t.
 O

u
r 

Li
te

ra
tu

re
 s

ay
s 

th
at

 
an

 
ad

d
ic

t 
ca

n’
t 

b
e 

fo
rc

ed
 

to
 

st
o

p
 u

si
n

g
. 

A
n

 a
d

d
ic

t 
w

ill
 s

to
p

 
w

h
en

 t
h

ey
’r

e 
re

ad
y.

 W
e 

p
la

n
t 

th
e 

se
ed

s 
an

d
 H

o
p

ef
u

lly
 i

t 
w

ill
 

ta
ke

 r
o

o
t 

w
h

en
 i

t 
su

p
p

o
se

d
 t

o
, 

if
 a

t 
al

l. 
S

o
m

e 
o

f 
u

s 
ca

m
e 

in
to

 
N

.A
. d

ec
ad

es
 a

g
o

. I
t 

se
em

s 
th

at
 

b
ac

k 
th

en
 a

d
d

ic
ts

 c
am

e 
in

 w
it

h
 

a 
d

es
p

er
at

io
n

, 
th

at
 t

h
ey

 w
er

e 
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F
u

ll P
a
rtic

ip
a
tio

n
 

R
e
v
is

ite
d

E
ver 

sin
ce 

I 
w

as 
a 

teeny 
tiny little b

o
y in

 service, I h
ave 

o
b

served
 o

ffi
cers b

ein
g

 q
u

es-
tio

n
ed

, 
co

m
in

g
 

b
ack 

w
ith

: 
“W

h
at’s th

e m
atter? D

o
n’t yo

u
 

tru
st 

yo
u

r 
tru

sted
 

servan
ts?” 

O
ften

 said
 in

 a to
n

e o
f vo

ice 
th

at 
m

ad
e 

th
e 

h
air 

stan
d

 
u

p
 

o
n

 th
e b

ack o
f m

y n
eck like fi

n
-

g
ern

ails o
n

 a b
lackb

o
ard

. T
h

e 
issu

e 
alw

ays 
cam

e 
u

p
 

w
h

en
 

o
ffi

cers (g
ro

u
p

, area o
r reg

io
n

) 
h

ad
 

m
ad

e 
d

ecisio
n

s 
w

ith
o

u
t 

co
n

su
ltin

g
 

g
ro

u
p

 
co

n
scien

ce. 
A

lm
o

st 
alw

ays, 
th

e 
ap

p
eal 

w
as m

ad
e th

at “th
e g

ro
u

p
s are 

u
n

in
fo

rm
ed

; 
th

ey 
d

o
n’t 

really 
care 

anyw
ay; 

an
d

 
w

e 
exp

e-
rien

ced
 

m
em

b
ers 

h
ave 

a 
far 

b
etter g

rasp
 o

f w
h

at’s g
o

o
d

 fo
r 

th
e fello

w
sh

ip
.” I h

o
p

e th
at b

y 
n

o
w

 th
e h

airs are stan
d

in
g

 u
p

 
o

n
 th

e b
ack o

f Y
O

U
R

 n
eck, to

o
. 

If th
ere’s o

n
e th

in
g

 w
e ad

d
icts 

h
ave in

 sp
ad

es -- th
at ch

arac-
terizes o

u
r very d

isease -- it’s 
d

en
ial. W

e can
 b

e in
 th

e very 
th

ick o
f ad

d
ictio

n
 an

d
 actu

ally 
b

elieve 
w

e’re 
d

o
in

g
 

th
e 

rig
h

t 
th

in
g

. T
h

e o
n

e th
in

g
 th

at acts 
as a ch

eck o
n

 th
is is th

e S
p

irit 
O

f W
e. G

o
d

 M
A

Y
 sp

eak th
ro

u
g

h
 

o
u

r g
ro

u
p

 co
n

scien
ce; an

d
 as 

H
e is o

u
r O

N
LY

 (i.e. “b
u

t o
n

e”) 
an

d
 u

ltim
ate au

th
o

rity, I alw
ays 

feel 
safer 

w
h

en
 

g
ro

u
p

 
co

n
-

scien
ce is co

n
su

lted
, h

o
w

ever 

m
ixed

 th
e resu

lts m
ig

h
t seem

, 
th

an
 w

h
en

 o
n

ly th
e certain

ty o
f 

a few
 exp

erien
ced

 m
em

b
ers is 

co
n

su
lted

.
Tru

sted
 

servan
ts 

serve 
at 

th
e p

leasu
re o

f th
e electo

rate; 
m

o
re u

rg
en

tly, th
eir service is 

a P
R

IV
ILEG

E
, N

O
T

 A
 R

IG
H

T. A
s 

to
u

g
h

 as service is, w
h

en
 w

e 
h

o
ld

 a p
o

sitio
n

 w
e h

ave b
een

 
en

tru
sted

 
w

ith
 

a 
p

o
sitio

n
 

o
f 

h
o

n
o

r! T
h

at in
 itself is a g

reat 
rew

ard
. A

n
d

 w
e are g

iven
 th

e 
ch

an
ce to

 serve th
e fello

w
sh

ip
 

th
at 

saved
 

o
u

r 
lives, 

an
o

th
er 

w
o

n
d

erfu
l b

lessin
g

 an
d

 rew
ard

; 
an

d
 w

e g
et to

 b
e in

 th
e m

id
d

le 
o

f in
terestin

g
 an

d
 excitin

g
 b

u
si-

n
ess w

h
ich

 is a g
reat train

in
g

 
fo

r 
co

p
in

g
 

w
ith

 
resp

o
n

sib
ility 

in
 everyd

ay life, w
h

ich
 is yet 

an
o

th
er rew

ard
!

A
s rew

ard
in

g
 as all th

is ser-
vice 

is, 
in

 
o

u
r 

arro
gan

ce 
w

e 
th

in
k th

at th
is is n

o
t en

o
u

g
h

; 
w

e 
w

an
t 

p
o

w
er 

to
o

! 
W

H
A

T
 

E
LS

E
 d

o
 yo

u
 d

escrib
e it w

h
en

 
o

n
e p

erso
n

 h
as th

e sam
e vo

t-
in

g
 p

o
w

er as a w
h

o
le area o

r 
reg

io
n

? H
o

w
 can

 it b
e m

istaken
 

as 
anyth

in
g

 
else 

b
u

t 
p

o
w

er? 
A

n
d

 
m

o
re 

im
p

o
rtan

tly, 
w

hy 
w

o
u

ld
 a tru

sted
 servan

t w
an

t 
th

at kin
d

 o
f p

o
w

er?
M

y reg
io

n
 o

f th
o

u
san

d
s o

f 
ad

d
icts, m

any o
f th

em
 h

ig
h

ly 
in

tellig
en

t 
an

d
 

w
ell-in

fo
rm

ed
, 

are 
ju

stly 
cu

rio
u

s 
as 

to
 

w
hy 

ju
st o

n
e w

o
rld

 tru
sted

 servan
t 

sh
o

u
ld

 h
ave b

o
th

 a little vo
te in
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E
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a
il 

E
-m

ail: 
Livin

g
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o
f1984@

...
S

u
b

ject: 
C

o
m

p
lete ab

stin
en

ce

M
essag

e:
H

ello
, 

w
e 

are 
ad

d
icts 

w
h

o
 

fo
rm

ed
 a literatu

re co
m

m
ittee 

an
d

 are u
p

d
atin

g
 th

e 1983 ver-
sio

n
 o

f Livin
g

 C
lean

. W
e w

o
u

ld
 

like to
 ad

d
 a n

ew
 sectio

n
 called

 
“co

m
p

lete 
ab

stin
en

ce” 
an

d
 

w
o

u
ld

 like to
 u

se m
u

ch
 o

f th
e 

co
n

ten
t fro

m
 yo

u
r IP

 C
o

m
p

lete 
A

b
stin

en
ce. M

ay w
e h

ave yo
u

r 
p

erm
issio

n
 to

 u
se th

is co
n

ten
t? 

A
lso

, 
w

e 
w

o
u

ld
 

like 
to

 
kn

o
w

 
o

n
ce w

e h
ave fi

n
ish

ed
 w

ith
 o

u
r 

u
p

d
ate o

f th
e d

o
cu

m
en

t, if yo
u

 
w

o
u

ld
 b

e in
terested

 in
 h

elp
in

g
 

o
u

t b
y sen

d
in

g
 th

e d
o

cu
m

en
t to

 
all yo

u
r H

o
m

e G
ro

u
p

s fo
r feed

-
b

ack/in
p

u
t an

d
 fi

n
al ap

p
roval. 

T
h

at w
o

u
ld

 b
e g

reat! O
u

r g
o

al is 
to

 create a fello
w

sh
ip

 ap
p

roved
 

u
p

d
ated

 Livin
g

 C
lean

 (G
ettin

g
 

C
lean

) w
ith

o
u

t invo
lvin

g
 N

A
W

$. 
In

 L
o

v
in

g
 S

e
rv

ic
e

, L
iv

in
g

 P
ro

o
f 

T
h

is 
m

essag
e 

w
as 

su
b

m
it-

ted
 fro

m
 yo

u
r w

eb
site co

n
tact 

fo
rm

: h
ttp

://w
w

w
.an

o
nym

ifo
u

n
-

d
atio

n
.o

rg
/co

n
tact.h

tm
l

R
esp

o
n

se 
fro

m
 

a 
R

eq
u

est 
fo

r 
th

e 
A

n
o

nym
i 

Fo
u

n
d

atio
n

 
th

ro
u

g
h

 w
w

w
.n

ah
elp

.o
rg

 

A
n

o
nym

i Fo
u

n
d

atio
n

 
P.O

. B
ox 4404 

A
llen

to
w

n
 PA

 
18105

Yes, yo
u

 g
u

ys h
ave p

erm
is-

sio
n

 to
 in

clu
d

e co
m

p
lete ab

sti-
n

en
ce in

 yo
u

r in
p

u
t. H

o
p

efu
lly 

th
is 

w
e 

w
ill 

rise 
to

 
th

e 
to

p
 

w
h

ere it b
eco

m
es a w

o
rld

w
id

e 
in

p
u

t an
d

 review
 p

ro
cess an

d
 

ap
p

roval b
y ad

d
icts fo

r ad
d

icts 
th

ro
u

g
h

   N
 A

 H
o

m
e G

ro
u

p
s.  

W
e 

g
ran

t 
p

erm
issio

n
, 

alread
y 

fo
r rep

rin
t an

d
 u

se as lo
n

g
 as it 

is n
o

t fo
r p

ro
fi

t. H
o

p
efu

lly yo
u

 
g

u
ys w

ill g
ive cred

it to
 th

e I.P. 
Yo

u
 also

 m
ay u

se th
e A

n
o

nym
i 

Fo
u

n
d

atio
n

 fo
r co

p
y rig

h
t p

u
r-

p
o

se 
an

d
 

fo
r 

p
ro

tectin
g

 
yo

u
r 

m
aterial fo

r yo
u

r H
o

m
e G

ro
u

p
. 

A
n

o
nym

i 
Fo

u
n

d
atio

n
 

E
lected

 
A

g
en

t 
fo

r 
th

e 
Fo

u
n

d
atio

n
 

B
y 

N
A

 H
o

m
e G

ro
u

p
s T

h
ro

u
g

h
 th

e 
Fello

w
sh

ip
 S

ervice C
o

n
feren

ce  

B
ill A

llen
 

M
atrixm

atclu
b

@
...

1-484-951-3305 
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di
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A
n

o
ny

m
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o
u

n
d
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P.
O
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4 
A
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to
w

n
 P

A
 

18
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5

 
I 

al
so

 
n

ee
d

 
to

 
co

m
m

u
n

i-
ca

te
 t

h
is

 c
o

m
m

u
n

ic
at

io
n

 t
o

 t
h

e 
N

 A
 H

o
m

e 
G

ro
u

p
s 

w
h

o
 h

av
e 

el
ec

te
d

 m
e 

as
 t

h
er

e 
ag

en
t 

fo
r 

th
e 

A
n

o
ny

m
i 

Fo
u

n
d

at
io

n
 s

o
 i

t 
w

ill
 b

e 
p

o
st

ed
 o

n
 R

ad
io

 F
re

e 
N

A
 a

n
d

 s
en

t o
u

t t
o

 a
ll 

N
A

 H
o

m
e 

G
ro

u
p

s 
w

h
o

 p
ar

ti
ci

p
at

e 
in

 t
h

e 
Fe

llo
w

sh
ip

 S
er

vi
ce

 C
o

n
fe

re
n

ce
 

if
 t

h
er

e 
ar

e 
an

y 
is

su
e 

th
ey

 w
ill

 
d

ir
ec

t 
m

e 
to

 c
o

m
m

u
n

ic
at

e 
th

at
 

w
it

h
 y

o
u

r 
G

ro
u

p
’s

.  
 

A
g

en
t f

or
 th

e 
A

no
ny

m
i 

Fo
un

d
at

io
n 

 
In

 L
ov

in
g

 S
er

vi
ce

 B
ill

 A
lle

n 
 

I 
w

a
s
 a

s
k
e
d

 w
h

a
t 

R
e
c
o

v
e
ry

 m
e
a

n
t 

to
 m

e
.

R
ec

ov
er

y 
fr

o
m

 A
d

d
ic

ti
o

n
 i

s 
ab

o
u

t m
o

re
 th

an
 ju

st
 a

b
st

in
en

ce
 

fr
o

m
 

al
l 

m
o

o
d

- 
an

d
 

m
in

d
-a

l-
te

ri
n

g
 

d
ru

g
s.

 
O

b
se

ss
io

n
 

an
d

 
C

o
m

p
u

ls
io

n
 

st
ri

ke
 

w
h

en
ev

er
 

w
e 

co
n

fu
se

 o
u

r 
w

an
ts

 f
o

r 
o

u
r 

n
ee

d
s.

 W
e 

co
n

fu
se

 o
u

r 
w

an
ts

 
fo

r 
o

u
r 

n
ee

d
s 

w
h

en
ev

er
 D

en
ia

l 
o

b
sc

u
re

s 
o

u
r 

b
el

ie
f i

n
 o

u
r 

va
lu

e 
as

 h
u

m
an

 b
ei

n
g

s.
 O

u
r 

b
el

ie
f 

in
 

o
u

r 
va

lu
e 

is
 o

b
sc

u
re

d
 b

y 
D

en
ia

l 
w

h
en

ev
er

 
w

e 
ar

e 
ca

u
g

h
t 

u
p

 
in

 R
es

en
tm

en
ts

 o
f 

o
u

r 
Pa

st
 o

r 

Fe
ar

s 
o

f 
o

u
r 

Fu
tu

re
. L

ov
in

g
 o

u
r-

se
lv

es
 f

o
r 

w
h

o
 w

e 
ar

e 
se

em
s 

im
p

o
ss

ib
le

 w
h

en
 w

e 
ar

e 
d

en
ie

d
 

th
is

 p
re

se
n

t 
m

o
m

en
t.

 N
o

t 
lo

v-
in

g
 o

u
rs

el
ve

s 
le

av
es

 u
s 

fe
ar

in
g

 
th

e 
ju

d
g

em
en

t 
an

d
 w

ra
th

 o
f 

a 
Po

w
er

 g
re

at
er

 t
h

an
 a

ll 
o

f 
u

s,
 

th
at

 a
ll 

o
f 

u
s 

ar
e 

tr
u

ly
 t

o
o

 s
m

al
l 

to
 u

n
d

er
st

an
d

. 
Fe

ar
 b

lo
ck

s 
o

u
r 

re
la

ti
o

n
sh

ip
 

w
it

h
 

th
at

 
Po

w
er

. 
Tr

u
e 

H
u

m
ili

ty
, 

an
d

 S
el

f-
A

cc
ep

t-
an

ce
 h

el
p

 m
e 

re
co

g
n

iz
e 

th
e 

d
if

-
fe

re
n

ce
 b

et
w

ee
n

 a
 p

er
so

n
, 

an
d

 
a 

b
eh

av
io

r.
 N

o
t 

al
l o

f 
a 

p
er

so
n’

s 
b

eh
av

io
rs

 a
re

 l
ov

ab
le

, 
b

u
t 

th
ey

 
ca

n
 

b
e 

u
n

d
er

st
o

o
d

. 
H

u
m

ili
ty

 
an

d
 

S
el

f-
A

cc
ep

ta
n

ce
 

ar
e 

th
e 

ke
ys

 t
o

 R
ec

ov
er

in
g

 h
o

n
es

t 
an

d
 

g
u

ile
le

ss
 

re
la

ti
o

n
sh

ip
s 

w
it

h
 

m
ys

el
f, 

m
y 

C
re

at
o

r,
 a

n
d

 m
y 

fe
l-

lo
w

 c
re

at
io

n
s.

Fo
r 

n
o

 p
ar

ti
cu

la
r 

se
as

o
n

 o
r 

re
as

o
n

, I
 w

is
h

 y
o

u
 a

ll 
R

ec
ov

er
y.

B
y
: A

n
o

n
y
m

o
u

s
 m

e
m

b
e

r 
U

S
A

“W
e c

an
 o

nl
y  

ca
rr

y t
he

 m
es

sa
ge

,  
G

od
 d

el
iv

er
s i

t.”

Q
uo

te
 b

y R
ob

er
to

Th
e N

ew
/O

ld
 N

A 
W

ay
22se
lf

-s
ee

ke
rs

 s
o

o
n

 fi
n

d
 t

h
at

 t
h

ey
 

ar
e 

o
n

 t
h

e 
o

u
ts

id
e.

 c
au

si
n

g
 d

is
-

se
n

si
o

n
 a

n
d

 e
ve

n
tu

al
ly

 d
is

as
te

r 
fo

r 
th

em
se

lv
es

. 
M

an
y 

o
f 

th
em

 
ch

an
g

e;
 t

h
ey

 l
ea

rn
 t

h
at

 w
e 

ca
n

 
o

n
ly

 b
e 

g
ov

er
n

ed
 b

y 
a 

lo
vi

n
g

 
G

o
d

 a
s 

ex
p

re
ss

ed
 i

n
 o

u
r 

g
ro

u
p

 
co

n
sc

ie
n

ce
.

T
h

e 
m

o
st

 
si

g
n

ifi
ca

n
t 

ev
en

t 
in

 
N

ar
co

ti
cs

 
A

n
o

ny
m

o
u

s 
h

is
-

to
ry

 s
in

ce
 1

99
5 

is
 t

h
e 

en
ti

re
ly

 
in

d
ep

en
d

en
t 

d
ev

el
o

p
m

en
t 

o
f 

th
e 

Ir
an

ia
n

 
fe

llo
w

sh
ip

. 
 

T
h

e 
W

S
C

 
sh

o
u

ld
 

p
au

se
 

an
d

 
co

n
-

si
d

er
 w

h
at

’s
 w

o
rk

in
g

 a
n

d
 w

h
at

 

is
n’

t.
  

T
h

e 
si

g
n

ifi
ca

n
t 

ch
an

g
es

 
in

 t
h

e 
FI

P
T

 w
ill

 o
n

ly
 d

ee
p

en
 t

h
e 

ch
as

m
 b

et
w

ee
n

 N
A

W
S

 s
u

p
p

o
rt

-
er

s 
an

d
 t

h
e 

an
ti

-N
A

W
S

 m
ov

e-
m

en
t.

 C
le

ar
ly

 t
h

is
 i

d
ea

 o
f 

fr
ee

/
lo

w
 c

o
st

 l
it

er
at

u
re

 n
ee

d
s 

to
 b

e 
ev

al
u

at
ed

 
an

d
 

p
ri

o
ri

ty
 

sh
o

u
ld

 
b

e 
th

e 
re

u
n

ifi
ca

ti
o

n
 o

f 
al

l 
N

A
 

m
em

b
er

s.
 T

h
e 

W
S

C
 a

n
d

 N
A

W
S

 
re

p
re

se
n

t 
a 

d
w

in
d

lin
g

 n
u

m
b

er
 

o
f 

g
ro

u
p

s 
an

d
 t

h
ey

 a
p

p
ea

r 
to

 
b

e 
tr

yi
n

g
 t

o
 u

se
 t

ra
ve

l 
fu

n
d

s 
to

 
p

ro
m

o
te

 t
h

e 
N

A
W

S
 b

ra
n

d
.

W
ri

tt
e
n

 b
y
 A

n
o

n
y
m

o
u

s
 A

d
d

ic
t 

F
ro

m
 C

a
n

a
d

a
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in
 in

co
m

e fo
r th

e th
ree years 

listed
. 

T
h

e 
o

n
ly 

exp
en

ses 
N

A
W

S
 rep

o
rts o

n
 th

e co
n

so
l-

id
ated

 
statem

en
ts 

p
ro

d
u

ced
 

are 
$189,336 

fo
r 

d
istrib

u
tio

n
 

co
sts over th

at 3-year p
erio

d
. A

 
to

tal inven
to

ry an
d

 w
h

ere th
e 

rem
ain

in
g

 
p

ro
fi

ts 
o

f 
$584,239 

w
ere 

sp
en

t 
d

u
rin

g
 

th
e 

th
ree 

years is n
o

t rep
o

rted
. 

Iran
 is u

n
d

er san
ctio

n
s th

at 
p

reven
t 

Payam
 

O
m

ega 
fro

m
 

tran
sferrin

g
 

p
ro

fi
ts 

to
 

N
A

W
S

 
b

u
t th

ere are altern
atives. Iran

 
actively trad

es w
ith

 th
e E

u
ro

-
p

ean
 U

n
io

n
, C

h
in

a, Jap
an

 an
d

 
m

any A
sian

 co
u

n
tries an

d
 h

as 
a 

w
ell-ed

u
cated

 
p

o
p

u
latio

n
. 

Iran
ian

s are free to
 travel an

d
 

h
ave sig

n
ifi

can
t recen

t exp
eri-

en
ce w

ith
 Fello

w
sh

ip
 D

evelo
p

-
m

en
t.  N

A
W

S
 exp

en
ses fall in

to
 

4 categ
o

ries; E
ven

ts ($0.45 m
il-

lio
n

) C
o

n
feren

ce/W
S

C
 S

u
p

p
o

rt 
($2.02 m

illio
n

), Literatu
re Pro

-
d

u
ctio

n
/D

istrib
u

tio
n

 ($3.22 m
il-

lio
n

) an
d

 Fello
w

sh
ip

 D
evelo

p
-

m
en

t ($3.28 m
illio

n
). T

h
e W

S
C

 
co

u
ld

 assig
n

 any o
r a p

o
rtio

n
 

o
f th

ese to
 Payam

 O
m

ega an
d

 
red

u
ce literatu

re p
rices in

 N
o

rth
 

A
m

erica b
y as m

u
ch

 as 30%
.  

T
h

e W
S

C
 co

u
ld

 h
alt all travel 

co
sts fo

r N
A

W
S

 staff w
h

ich
 is 

an
 estim

ated
 $2-3 m

illio
n

 th
at is 

h
id

d
en

 in
 th

e 4 categ
o

ries w
h

ich
 

seem
s excessive g

iven
 th

e lack 
o

f resu
lts.  Iran

 h
as th

e larg
est 

co
nven

tio
n

s in
 th

e w
o

rld
, w

ell 
b

eyo
n

d
 th

e atten
d

an
ce o

f th
e 

N
A

W
S

 
sp

o
n

so
red

 
w

o
rld

 
co

n
-

ven
tio

n
. 

 
If 

N
A

W
S

 
co

n
tin

u
es 

to
 fu

n
d

 services u
sin

g
 p

ro
fi

ts 
o

f literatu
re sales, th

en
 th

e fair 
ap

p
licatio

n
 o

f th
at p

o
licy n

eed
s 

to
 b

e d
iscu

ssed
 b

y th
e W

S
C

 an
d

 
ad

o
p

ted
 fo

r th
e fu

tu
re. R

ed
u

c-
in

g
 overh

ead
s an

d
 o

p
eratin

g
 o

n
 

m
em

b
er 

co
n

trib
u

tio
n

s 
w

o
u

ld
 

allo
w

 th
em

 to
 red

u
ce th

e p
rice 

o
f 

literatu
re 

an
d

 
co

u
ld

 
ig

n
ite 

g
ro

w
th

 n
o

t seen
 sin

ce th
e 1980’s 

in
 N

o
rth

 A
m

erica.  A
ny versio

n
 

o
f th

e B
asic Text in

clu
d

es th
e 

fo
llo

w
in

g
 sectio

n
; (last tw

o
 p

ar-
ag

rap
h

s, T
R

A
D

IT
IO

N
 T

W
O

 “Fo
r 

o
u

r g
ro

u
p

 p
u

rp
o

se th
ere is b

u
t 

o
n

e u
ltim

ate au
th

o
rity-a lovin

g
 

G
o

d
 as H

e m
ay exp

ress H
im

self 
in

 o
u

r g
ro

u
p

 co
n

scien
ce. O

u
r 

lead
ers 

are 
b

u
t 

tru
sted

 
serv-

an
ts; th

ey d
o

 n
o

t g
overn

.”)
T

h
o

se o
f u

s w
h

o
 h

ave b
een

 
invo

lved
 in

 service o
r in

 g
et-

tin
g

 a g
ro

u
p

 started
 so

m
etim

es 
h

ave 
a 

h
ard

 
tim

e 
lettin

g
 

g
o

. 
E

g
o

s, 
u

n
fo

u
n

d
ed

 
p

rid
e, 

an
d

 
self-w

ill d
estro

y a g
ro

u
p

 if g
iven

 
au

th
o

rity. W
e m

u
st rem

em
b

er 
th

at o
ffi

ces h
ave b

een
 p

laced
 in

 
tru

st, th
at w

e are tru
sted

 serv-
an

ts, an
d

 th
at at n

o
 tim

e d
o

 any 
o

f u
s g

overn
. N

arco
tics A

n
o

ny-
m

o
u

s is a G
o

d
-g

iven
 p

ro
g

ram
, 

an
d

 w
e can

 m
ain

tain
 o

u
r g

ro
u

p
 

in
 d

ig
n

ity o
n

ly w
ith

 g
ro

u
p

 co
n

-
scien

ce an
d

 G
o

d
’s love.

S
o

m
e 

w
ill 

resist. 
H

o
w

ever, 
m

any 
w

ill 
b

eco
m

e 
th

e 
ro

le 
m

o
d

els fo
r th

e n
ew

co
m

ers. T
h

e 

Th
e New/O

ld NA W
ay

8

T
h

e
 M

o
s
t P

e
rfe

c
t V

e
h

ic
le

 

–
 G

ro
u

p
 R

e
p

o
rt. 

W
e 

fo
rm

ed
 

o
u

r 
g

ro
u

p
 

in
 

A
u

g
u

st 
o

f 
2019, 

w
e 

b
egan

 
search

in
g

 fo
r a p

lace to
 m

eet. 
W

e 
h

ad
 

o
u

r 
fi

rst 
m

eetin
g

 
o

n
 

S
ep

tem
b

er 10, 2019.
O

n
 th

at d
ay th

e facility gave 
u

s th
e keys, an

d
 w

e o
p

en
ed

 th
e 

d
o

o
rs.

W
e 

im
m

ed
iately 

started
 

p
rin

tin
g

 fl
iers an

d
 askin

g
 lo

cal 
b

u
sin

esses d
o

w
n

to
w

n
 if w

e can
 

p
o

st 
th

em
 

o
n

 
th

eir 
w

in
d

o
w

s 
an

d
 

b
u

lletin
 

b
o

ard
s. 

E
very-

o
n

e w
as very w

elco
m

in
g

 an
d

 
allo

w
ed

 u
s to

 p
u

t o
u

r fl
iers u

p
. 

W
e m

eet every Tu
esd

ay 7:00p
m

 
to

 8:30p
m

. W
e h

ave b
een

 stu
d

y-
in

g
 th

e G
rey B

o
o

k b
y read

in
g

 a 
p

arag
rap

h
 at a tim

e an
d

 o
p

en
-

in
g

 th
e fl

o
o

r fo
r sh

arin
g

 o
n

 th
e 

p
arag

rap
h

. W
e started

 w
ith

 fl
ip

 
fl

o
p

p
in

g
 th

e fo
rm

at fro
m

 a G
rey 

B
o

o
k stu

d
y o

n
 w

eek o
n

e o
f th

e 
m

o
n

th
 to

 a Literatu
re In

p
u

t an
d

 
R

eview
 m

eetin
g

 o
n

 th
e seco

n
d

 
w

eek, an
d

 th
en

 b
ack to

 th
e G

rey 
B

o
o

k 
o

n
 

th
e 

th
ird

 
w

eek. W
e 

later d
iscu

ssed
 th

e fo
rm

at an
d

 
ch

an
g

ed
 it to

 O
p

en
 Particip

a-
tio

n
 In

p
u

t &
 R

eview
 m

eetin
g

 o
n

 
th

e fo
u

rth
 w

eek o
f th

e m
o

n
th

. 
W

e are a C
lo

sed
 m

eetin
g

 fo
r 

ad
d

icts o
n

ly (n
o

 ch
ild

ren
) an

d
 

w
e 

d
o

 
n

o
t 

verify 
atten

d
an

ce 
p

ap
ers. 

W
e d

o
 n

o
t b

elo
n

g
 to

 an
d

 are 
n

o
t 

reg
istered

 
w

ith
 

an
 

area, 

reg
io

n
 o

r N
A

W
S

 in
c. 

W
e recen

tly h
ad

 an
 in

cid
en

t 
w

ith
 th

e lo
cal area id

en
tifyin

g
 

u
s 

as 
so

m
eth

in
g

 
th

at 
w

asn’t 
N

arco
tics A

n
o

nym
o

u
s. A

ll th
ey 

kn
ew

 w
as th

ere’s a n
ew

 m
eet-

in
g

 th
at d

id
 n

o
t reg

ister w
ith

 
th

em
, 

an
d

 
w

e 
d

o
 

n
o

t 
verify 

atten
d

an
ce p

ap
ers. O

n
e p

erso
n

th
reaten

ed
 to

 call o
u

r facil-
ity to

 see w
h

at w
e w

ere d
o

in
g

 
an

d
 

w
h

ere 
o

u
r 

m
o

n
ey 

w
as 

g
o

in
g

. 
W

e 
w

ro
te 

a 
letter 

to
 

th
em

 
exp

lain
in

g
 

o
u

r 
G

ro
u

p
s 

A
u

to
n

o
m

y an
d

 w
h

at w
e d

o
 at 

o
u

r G
ro

u
p

. W
e h

aven’t h
ad

 any 
issu

es w
ith

 th
em

 sin
ce. 

W
e 

are 
th

e 
o

n
ly 

g
ro

u
p

 
in

 
to

w
n

 
th

at 
b

elieves 
in

 
G

ro
u

p
 

A
u

to
n

o
m

y, 
To

tal 
A

b
stin

en
ce, 

an
d

 th
e 12 Trad

itio
n

s. 
W

e h
ave h

ad
 a stead

y th
ree 

in
 atten

d
an

ce an
d

 so
m

etim
es 

u
p

 to
 aro

u
n

d
 ten

. 
W

e’ve 
seen

 
a 

few
 

lo
cal 

ad
d

icts co
m

e, an
d

 o
n

e o
f th

em
 

w
as co

m
in

g
 w

eekly u
n

til recen
t. 

W
e are u

n
d

er th
e im

p
ressio

n
 

th
at so

m
e o

f th
e ad

d
icts fro

m
 

th
e lo

cal g
ro

u
p

s h
ave m

ad
e th

is 
ad

d
ict feel u

n
co

m
fo

rtab
le. H

e 
saw

 h
o

w
 th

e o
th

er g
ro

u
p

s w
ere 

cau
sin

g
 d

isu
n

ity fo
r n

o
 reaso

n
 

at all. T
h

ey w
o

u
ld

 co
rn

er h
im

 
o

u
tsid

e o
f th

e o
th

er g
ro

u
p

s an
d

 
ask h

im
 w

hy h
e w

as co
m

in
g

 
to

 o
u

r G
ro

u
p

. W
e h

aven’t seen
 

h
im

 in
 a few

 w
eeks, 

W
e 

try 
an

d
 

take 
a 

G
ro

u
p

 
Inven

to
ry as m

u
ch

 as p
o

ssib
le 
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Sp

ec
ia

l E
di

tio
n

an
d

 m
ak

in
g

 s
u

re
 w

e 
ar

e 
m

ak
-

in
g

 e
ve

ry
o

n
e 

fe
el

 w
el

co
m

e.
 W

e 
ar

e 
ca

rr
yi

n
g

 t
h

e 
m

es
sa

g
e 

to
 t

h
e 

ad
d

ic
ts

 w
h

o
 s

ti
ll 

su
ff

er
. 

In
 D

ec
em

b
er

, 
fo

r 
N

ew
 Y

ea
r’

s 
E

ve
 w

e 
ar

e 
p

u
tt

in
g

 o
n

 a
 S

p
ea

ke
r 

Ja
m

. 
W

e 
h

av
e 

fo
u

r 
sp

ea
ke

rs
, 

th
re

e 
fr

o
m

 
Pe

n
n

sy
lv

an
ia

 
an

d
 

o
n

e 
fr

o
m

 F
lo

ri
d

a.
 W

e 
ar

e 
p

la
n

-
n

in
g

 t
o

 g
et

 t
h

e 
lit

er
at

u
re

 t
ab

le
 

st
o

ck
ed

 w
it

h
 m

o
re

 B
ab

y 
B

lu
es

 
fo

r 
th

is
 e

ve
n

t.
 W

e 
w

ill
 b

e 
se

rv
-

in
g

 a
 f

re
e 

d
in

n
er

 a
n

d
 w

e 
w

ill
 

b
e 

Fe
llo

w
sh

ip
p

in
g

 
al

l 
n

ig
h

t.
 

W
e 

w
el

co
m

ed
 

al
l 

th
e 

ad
d

ic
ts

 
fr

o
m

 t
h

e 
lo

ca
l 

ar
ea

s 
to

 c
o

m
e 

o
u

t 
an

d
 h

ea
r 

th
e 

m
es

sa
g

e.
 W

e 
ar

e 
al

so
 lo

o
ki

n
g

 to
 g

et
 a

 H
is

to
ry

 
D

ay
 g

o
in

g
 in

 M
ar

ch
, a

n
d

 w
e 

ar
e 

g
o

in
g

 t
o

 s
it

 d
o

w
n

 w
it

h
 t

h
e 

H
is

-
to

ri
ca

l 
Pe

rs
p

ec
ti

ve
 

g
ro

u
p

 
an

d
 

d
is

cu
ss

 i
t.

 W
e 

ar
e 

al
so

 l
o

o
ki

n
g

 
fo

rw
ar

d
 t

o
 h

o
st

in
g

 a
 L

it
er

at
u

re
 

C
o

n
fe

re
n

ce
 

o
n

 
La

b
o

r 
D

ay
, 

as
 

lo
n

g
 a

s 
th

e 
fa

ci
lit

y 
w

ill
 a

llo
w

 u
s 

to
 u

se
 th

e 
fa

ci
lit

y 
o

n
 th

em
 d

ay
s.

 
T

h
er

e 
is

 a
 t
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 m
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 s
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ra
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b
y 

N
A

W
S

, 
th

e 
R

eg
io

n
al

 
su

m
m

ar
ie

s 
p

ro
-

d
u

ce
d

 b
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 b
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b
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 c
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 c
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 c
o

st
’ 

lit
er

at
u

re
 

is
 s

u
p

p
o

rt
ed

 b
y 

so
m

e 
m

em
b

er
s 

an
d

 h
as

 f
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n
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 m
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 t
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d
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ed

 
b

y 
th

e 
W

S
C

 o
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 p
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o
u
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n

)

T
h

e 
N

arco
tics 

A
n

o
nym

o
u

s 
W

o
rld

 S
ervice (N

A
W

S
) co

rp
o

-
ratio

n
 h

as released
 th

e ‘C
o

n
fer-

en
ce A

g
en

d
a R

ep
o

rt’ w
h
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 are 

a list o
f m

o
tio

n
s fo

r th
e Fello

w
-

sh
ip

 to
 review

 an
d

 vo
te o

n
 w

ith
 

so
m

e 
su

p
p

o
rtin

g
 

in
fo

rm
atio

n
.  

M
o

tio
n

s 
co

m
e 

fro
m

 
vario

u
s 

so
u

rces 
in

clu
d

in
g

 
th

e 
W

o
rld

 
B

o
ard

 w
h

o
 m

an
ag

e th
e affairs 

o
f th

e N
A

W
S
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rp

o
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n
 an

d
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o

d
ies w
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 p
articip
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in

 th
e b
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n
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W

o
rld

 
S

ervice 
C

o
n
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ce.  
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h
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h

e C
A

R
 in

clu
d

es sig
n

if-
ican

t 
ch

an
g

es 
in

 
th
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A
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o
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n
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n
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l th
e p
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d

u
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n
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d
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e N
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n
o

n
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o

u
s 

lo
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o
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f p
u

b
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p
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W
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u
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A

n
n
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al 
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n
lin
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A
W
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o
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n
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 o
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 d
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h
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A

R
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o
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n
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o
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b
u

t 
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g
le 
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p
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o
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n

 th
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A
R
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o
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w
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o
u

t Iran’ o
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 p
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T
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w
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o
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N
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o
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 p
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p
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 b
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o
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b
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p
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O
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p
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b
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g

h
t to
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n
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u
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llin
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p
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A
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a m
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e to
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d
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h
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 b
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d
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 d
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n

d
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le
a
n

 T
im
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I’ve b
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 o
n

 ch
em

o
th

erap
y 

o
n

 an
d

 o
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ce 2005, fo
r Leu

-
kem

ia. I d
o

n’t sh
are w
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o

n
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se 
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d
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n
e 

are 
p

art o
f th
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en
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o
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w
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n
d
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m

e o
f th

e m
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ey p
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 b
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B
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M
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 b
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M
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m
u
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 w
as so
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w
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g

h
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n

s 
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rcin
g

 m
e a tw

o
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o
n

th
 stay 

at th
e h

o
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ital. T
h
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e effects 

p
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s 
th

e 
an

tib
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tics 
cau

sed
 

a 
lo

t o
f p

ain
 an

d
 rash

es all over 
m

y b
o

d
y th

at w
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 p
ain

-
fu

l. I w
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rescrib
ed

 p
ain

 m
ed

s 
to

 lo
w

er p
ain

 an
d

 th
e stress to

 
m

y b
o

d
y, th

e p
ain

 w
as cau

sin
g

, 
m

akin
g

 m
y illn

ess w
o

rst. I lo
st 

50lb
s fro

m
 n

o
t eatin

g
 fo

r six 
w

eeks, alm
o

st d
ied

 if I d
id

n’t 
eat. 

I 
w

as 
released

 
w

ith
o

u
t 

b
ein

g
 d

etoxed
 b

ecau
se I w

as 
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takin
g

 
an

tib
io

tics 
an

d
 

b
y 

th
is p

o
in

t, I w
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 ad
d
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again
, an

d
 co

u
ld

n’t g
o

 th
ro

u
g

h
 

any w
ith

d
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en

t h
o

m
e 

w
ith
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u
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atien
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s, in
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d
in

g
 

th
e o

n
e p
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 m

ed
. M

y d
o

m
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tic p
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n
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lled
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e d
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p

en
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o
f 
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m
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m

ed
s 

an
d

 
h
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m
 

m
e. 

I 
h
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b
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 h

o
m

e m
o

re th
an

 2 w
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b
efo
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in
g

 to
 th

e h
o
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i-
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r m

o
re ch

em
o

, so
 I’m

 still 
o

n
 a 12-h

r. slo
w

 release d
o

se 
o

f 15m
g

 o
f th

is p
ain

 m
ed

. I d
o

 
start to

 feel w
ith

d
raw

al ab
o

u
t 

th
e 14th

 h
o

u
r. I stru

g
g

le w
ith

 
m

y C
lean

 T
im

e. I’m
 w

illin
g

 to
 

ch
an

g
e m

y clean
 d

ate, b
u

t m
y 

S
p

o
n

so
r an

d
 m

any o
ld

er m
em

-
b

ers say I d
o

n’t h
ave to

 b
ecau

se 
I’m

 n
o

t u
sin

g
 it to

 rep
lace th

e 
S

tep
s. I sp

eak to
 m

y d
o

cto
rs 

ab
o

u
t g

ettin
g

 o
ff an

d
 th

ey say 
b

ecau
se 

o
f 

th
e 

extrem
e 

p
ain

 
o

f 
w

ith
d

raw
al 

u
n

d
er 

ch
em

o
 

an
d

 stem
 cell tran

sp
lan

t p
rep

a-
ratio

n
, 

m
y 

b
o

d
y 

w
ill 

p
ro

d
u

ce 
stress th

at w
ill m

ake m
y can

cer 
w

o
rst. 

I’m
 

p
lan

n
in

g
 

w
ith

 
m

y 
d

o
cto

r’s 
su

p
ervisio

n
 

to
 

w
ean

 
o

ff th
e p

ain
 m

ed
 b

efo
re Jan

u
-

ary. I w
ill m

ake th
at d

ecisio
n

 
w

ith
 G

o
d

 ab
o

u
t m

y C
lean

 T
im

e, 
after 

g
ettin

g
 

o
ff 

o
f 

th
em

. 
M

y 
clean

 d
ate is 2/25/90, alth

o
u

g
h

 
it’s a g

o
o

d
 m

ilesto
n

e th
e b

ig
 30, 

I n
ever w

o
re m

y clean
 tim

e o
n

 
m

y sleeve. I’ve alw
ays b

elieved
 

in
 “Ju

st fo
r To

d
ay” an

d
 “D

aily 
R

ep
rieve” so

 I d
o

n’t care ab
o

u
t 

w
h

at m
y eg

o
 is tellin

g
 m

e. I 
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Sp

ec
ia

l E
di

tio
n

kn
o

w
 i

n
 m

y 
H

ea
rt

 I
 d

id
n’

t 
u

se
 

o
r 

re
la

p
se

. 
B

u
t 

I 
d

o
 c

ar
e 

ab
o

u
t 

C
o

m
p

le
te

 a
n

d
 T

o
ta

l A
b

st
in

en
ce

. 
In

 m
y 

H
G

 i
f 

yo
u

 u
se

 m
ed

ic
a-

ti
o

n
 f

o
r 

th
e 

tr
ea

tm
en

t 
o

f 
ad

d
ic

-
ti

o
n

 
o

r 
an

y 
o

f 
it

s 
sy

m
p

to
m

s,
 

o
r 

ju
st

 u
si

n
g

 j
u

st
 t

o
 u

se
 t

h
en

 
th

at
’s

 a
 r

el
ap

se
. 

O
u

r 
Li

te
ra

tu
re

 
sa

ys
 u

n
d

er
 e

xt
re

m
e 

p
ai

n
 u

n
d

er
 

d
o

ct
o

r’
s 

ca
re

 w
e 

ca
n

 u
se

 m
ed

-
ic

at
io

n
. 

B
u

t 
it

 d
o

es
n’

t 
g

iv
e 

u
s 

a 
lic

en
se

 t
o

 u
se

. 
It

 m
en

ti
o

n
s 

to
 

st
ay

 i
n

 t
h

e 
h

o
sp

it
al

 a
n

d
 d

et
ox

 
b

ef
o

re
 

g
o

in
g

 
h

o
m

e.
 

It
 

w
as

 
u

n
fo

rt
u

n
at

e 
an

d
 

d
an

g
er

o
u

s 
th

at
 I

 c
o

u
ld

n’
t.

 I
 r

ea
lly

 r
es

p
ec

t 
S

p
ir

it
u

al
 P

ri
n

ci
p

le
s 

an
d

 I
 h

av
e 

to
 p

u
t 

Pr
in

ci
p

le
s 

b
ef

o
re

 m
y 

an
d

 
o

th
er

’s
 p

er
so

n
al

it
ie

s.
 A

lt
h

o
u

g
h

 
it

’s
 n

o
t 

a 
re

la
p

se
, 

m
y 

H
ea

rt
 s

ti
ll 

st
ru

g
g

le
s 

w
it

h
 m

y 
la

ck
 o

f A
b

st
i-

n
en

ce
 r

eg
ar

d
le

ss
 o

f 
th

e 
re

as
o

n
. 

I 
al

so
 h

av
e 

to
 r

em
em

b
er

 t
h

at
 

w
e 

ce
le

b
ra

te
 C

le
an

 t
im

e 
in

 N
A

 
n

o
t 

th
e 

ac
tu

al
 R

ec
ov

er
y.

 I
 k

n
ew

 
an

 
ad

d
ic

t 
th

at
 

ce
le

b
ra

te
d

 
20

 
yr

s.
 a

n
d

 r
o

b
b

ed
 a

 b
an

k 
a 

co
u

-
p

le
 o

f 
m

o
n

th
s 

b
ef

o
re

 h
e 

ce
le

-
b

ra
te

d
, 

o
th

er
s 

th
at

 
ce

le
b

ra
te

 
ar

e 
13

 
S

te
p

p
in

g
, 

so
m

e 
st

ill
 

b
ea

t 
th

ei
r 

w
iv

es
, 

an
d

 s
o

m
e 

ar
e 

st
ea

lin
g

, a
n

d
 th

ey
 s

ti
ll 

ce
le

b
ra

te
 

b
ec

au
se

 th
ey

 d
id

n’
t u

se
. S

o
, I

’m
 

fo
llo

w
in

g
 N

A
 p

o
lic

y 
an

d
 T

ra
d

i-
ti

o
n

 a
b

o
u

t 
C

o
m

p
le

te
 a

n
d

 T
o

ta
l 

A
b

st
in

en
ce

. 
R

eg
u

la
r 

an
ti

b
io

ti
cs

 
d

o
n’

t u
su

al
ly

 c
o

n
ta

in
 m

in
d

- a
n

d
 

m
o

o
d

-a
lt

er
in

g
 c

h
em

ic
al

s,
 s

o
m

e 
d

o
. 

I 
al

w
ay

s 
as

k 
al

l 
m

y 
d

o
ct

o
rs

 
ab

o
u

t 
th

e 
m

ed
s 

b
ef

o
re

 i
t’s

 p
u

t 

in
 m

y 
b

o
d

y.
 I

 a
ls

o
 G

o
o

g
le

 a
ll 

th
e 

m
ed

s,
 b

ef
o

re
 I 

ag
re

e 
to

 ta
ke

 
th

em
. S

o
m

et
im

es
 t

h
er

e’
re

 a
lt

er
-

n
at

iv
es

 t
o

 s
o

m
e 

m
ed

s 
th

at
 a

re
 

sa
fe

r.
 

In
 

fa
ct

, 
I’v

e 
ea

rn
ed

 
th

e 
n

am
e 

D
o

ct
o

r 
w

it
h

 m
o

st
 n

u
rs

es
, 

b
ec

au
se

 I 
as

k 
a 

lo
t o

f q
u

es
ti

o
n

s.
 

R
em

em
b

er
 o

u
r 

Li
te

ra
tu

re
 s

ay
s 

o
u

r 
R

ec
ov

er
y 

is
 o

u
r 

R
es

p
o

n
si

-
b

ili
ty

 n
o

t 
th

e 
D

o
ct

o
rs

. T
h

at
’s

 m
y 

E
S

H
A

n
o

n
y
m

o
u

s
 f

ro
m

 N
Y,

 U
S

A
 

Th
e N

ew
/O

ld
 N

A 
W

ay
18o
f 

o
u

r 
Tr

ad
it

io
n

s;
 i

f 
w

e 
d

o
 n

o
t 

d
ic

ta
te

 to
 o

th
er

 g
ro

u
p

s,
 o

r 
fo

rc
e 

an
yt

h
in

g
 u

p
o

n
 t

h
em

; 
an

d
 i

f 
w

e 
co

n
si

d
er

 t
h

e 
co

n
se

q
u

en
ce

s 
o

f 
o

u
r 

ac
ti

o
n

 a
h

ea
d

 o
f 

ti
m

e,
 t

h
en

 
al

l w
ill

 b
e 

w
el

l. 
A

p
p

ro
va

l 
Fo

rm
 

19
81

 
9t

h
 T

ra
-

d
it

io
n

 e
ss

ay
 T

R
A

D
IT

IO
N

 N
IN

E
 

“N
.A

. 
as

 s
u

ch
 o

u
g

h
t 

n
ev

er
 b

e 
o

rg
an

iz
ed

; 
b

u
t 

w
e 

m
ay

 c
re

at
e 

se
rv

ic
e 

b
o

ar
d

s 
o

r 
co

m
m

it
te

es
 

d
ir

ec
tl

y 
re

sp
o

n
si

b
le

 
to

 
th

o
se

 
th

ey
 s

er
ve

.”
 

T
h

is
 T

ra
d

it
io

n
 d

efi
n

es
 t

h
e 

w
ay

 
o

u
r 

Fe
llo

w
sh

ip
 

fu
n

ct
io

n
s.

 
W

e 
m

u
st

 
fi

rs
t 

u
n

d
er

st
an

d
 

w
h

at
 

N
.A

. 
is

. 
N

ar
co

ti
cs

 A
n

o
ny

m
o

u
s 

is
 a

d
d

ic
ts

 w
h

o
 h

av
e 

th
e 

d
es

ir
e 

to
 s

to
p

 u
si

n
g

 a
n

d
 h

av
e 

jo
in

ed
 

to
g

et
h

er
 t

o
 d

o
 s

o
. 

O
u

r 
m

ee
t-

in
g

s 
ar

e 
a 

ga
th

er
in

g
 o

f 
m

em
-

b
er

s 
fo

r 
th

e 
p

u
rp

o
se

 o
f 

st
ay

in
g

 
cl

ea
n

 a
n

d
 c

ar
ry

in
g

 th
e 

m
es

sa
g

e 
o

f 
re

co
ve

ry
. 

O
u

r 
S

te
p

s 
an

d
 T

ra
-

d
it

io
n

s 
ar

e 
se

t 
d

o
w

n
 i

n
 a

 s
p

e-
ci

fi
c 

o
rd

er
. T

h
ey

 a
re

 n
u

m
b

er
ed

, 
n

o
t 

ra
n

d
o

m
 a

n
d

 u
n

st
ru

ct
u

re
d

. 
T

h
ey

 
ar

e 
o

rg
an

iz
ed

, 
b

u
t 

th
is

 
is

 n
o

t 
th

e 
ty

p
e 

o
f 

o
rg

an
iz

at
io

n
 

re
fe

rr
ed

 t
o

 i
n

 t
h

e 
N

in
th

 T
ra

d
i-

ti
o

n
. 

Fo
r 

th
e 

p
u

rp
o

se
 

o
f 

th
is

 
Tr

ad
it

io
n

, 
“o

rg
an

iz
ed

” 
m

ea
n

s 
h

av
in

g
 m

an
ag

em
en

t 
an

d
 c

o
n

-
tr

o
l. 

O
n

 t
h

is
 b

as
is

, t
h

e 
m

ea
n

in
g

 
o

f T
ra

d
it

io
n

 N
in

e 
is

 c
le

ar
. W

it
h

-
o

u
t 

th
is

 T
ra

d
it

io
n

, 
o

u
r 

Fe
llo

w
-

sh
ip

 
w

o
u

ld
 

b
e 

in
 

o
p

p
o

si
ti

o
n

 
to

 s
p

ir
it

u
al

 p
ri

n
ci

p
le

s.
 A

 l
ov

in
g

 
G

o
d

 a
s 

h
e 

m
ay

 e
xp

re
ss

 h
im

se
lf

 

in
 o

u
r 

g
ro

u
p

 c
o

n
sc

ie
n

ce
 i

s 
o

u
r 

u
lt

im
at

e 
au

th
o

ri
ty

. 
T

h
e 

N
in

th
 

Tr
ad

it
io

n
 g

o
es

 o
n

 t
o

 d
efi

n
e 

th
e 

n
at

u
re

 o
f t

h
e 

th
in

g
s 

th
at

 w
e 

ca
n

 
d

o
 t

o
 h

el
p

 N
.A

. 
It

 s
ay

s 
th

at
 w

e 
m

ay
 c

re
at

e 
se

rv
ic

e 
b

o
ar

d
s 

o
r 

co
m

m
itt

ee
s 

to
 s

er
ve

 t
h

e 
n

ee
d

s 
o

f 
th

e 
Fe

llo
w

sh
ip

. 
N

o
n

e 
o

f 
th

em
 h

as
 t

h
e 

p
o
w

er
 t

o
 r

u
le

, 
ce

n
so

r,
 

d
ec

id
e,

 
o

r 
d

ic
ta

te
. 

T
h

ey
 

ex
is

t 
so

le
ly

 
to

 
se

rv
e 

th
e 

Fe
ll
o
w

sh
ip

, 
b

u
t 

th
ey

 
ar

e 
n

o
t 

a 
p

ar
t 

o
f 

N
ar

co
ti

cs
 

A
n

o
ny

m
o

u
s.

 T
h

is
 is

 t
h

e 
n

at
u

re
 

o
f o

u
r 

se
rv

ic
e 

st
ru

ct
u

re
 a

s 
it

 h
as

 
ev

o
lv

ed
 

an
d

 
b

ee
n

 
d

efi
n

ed
 

in
 

th
e 

N
.A

. s
er

vi
ce

 m
an

u
al

. 

P
u

t 
To

g
e
th

e
r 

b
y
 C

o
n

c
e
rn

e
d

 

M
e
m

b
e
rs

 o
f 

th
e
 N

A
 F

e
ll

o
w

s
h

ip
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an
d

 are n
o

t su
b

ject to
 o

u
tsid

e 
co

n
tro

l. E
very g

ro
u

p
 h

as h
ad

 
to

 stan
d

 an
d

 g
ro

w
 o

n
 its o

w
n

. 
O

n
e m

ig
h

t ask, “A
re w

e tru
ly 

au
to

n
o

m
o

u
s? 

W
h

at 
ab

o
u

t 
o

u
r service co

m
m

ittees, o
u

r 
o

ffi
ces, 

activities, 
h

o
tlin

es 
an

d
 all th

e o
th

er th
in

g
s th

at 
g

o
 o

n
 in

 N
.A

.?”
 T

h
e an

sw
er 

is th
at th

ese th
in

g
s are n

o
t 

N
.A

. T
h

ey are services w
e u

ti-
lize to

 h
elp

 u
s in

 o
u

r recovery 
an

d
 to

 fu
rth

er th
e p

rim
ary p

u
r-

p
o

se o
f o

u
r g

ro
u

p
s. N

arco
tics 

A
n

o
nym

o
u

s 
is 

a 
Fello

w
sh

ip
 

o
f 

m
en

 
an

d
 

w
o

m
en

, 
ad

d
icts 

m
eetin

g
 in

 g
ro

u
p

s an
d

 u
sin

g
 a 

g
iven

 set o
f sp

iritu
al p

rin
cip

les 
to

 
fi

n
d

 
freed

o
m

 
fro

m
 

ad
d

ic-
tio

n
 an

d
 a n

ew
 w

ay to
 live. A

ll 
else is n

o
t N

.A
. T

h
o

se th
in

g
s 

w
e 

m
en

tio
n

ed
 

are 
th

e 
resu

lt 
o

f m
em

b
ers carin

g
 en

o
u

g
h

 to
 

reach
 o

u
t an

d
 o

ffer th
eir h

elp
 

an
d

 exp
erien

ce so
 th

at o
u

r ro
ad

 
m

ig
h

t 
b

e 
easier. W

h
eth

er 
w

e 
ch

o
o

se to
 u

tilize th
ese services 

is u
p

 to
 th

e g
ro

u
p

. A
 N

arco
tics 

A
n

o
nym

o
u

s g
ro

u
p

 is any m
eet-

in
g

 w
h

ich
 m

eets reg
u

larly at a 
sp

ecifi
c p

lace an
d

 tim
e fo

r th
e 

p
u

rp
o

se o
f recovery p

rovid
ed

 
th

at it fo
llo

w
s th

e Tw
elve S

tep
s 

an
d

 Tw
elve Trad

itio
n

s 
o

f 
N

ar-
co

tics 
A

n
o

nym
o

u
s. T

h
ere 

are 
tw

o
 

b
asic 

typ
es 

o
f 

m
eetin

g
s: 

th
o

se w
h

ich
 are o

p
en

ed
 to

 th
e 

g
en

eral p
u

b
lic an

d
 th

o
se clo

sed
 

to
 th

e p
u

b
lic (fo

r ad
d

icts o
n

ly). 
M

eetin
g

s vary w
id

ely in
 fo

rm
at 

fro
m

 g
ro

u
p

 to
 g

ro
u

p
. S

o
m

e are 
p

articip
atio

n
 

m
eetin

g
s, 

so
m

e 
sp

eakers, 
so

m
e 

q
u

estio
n

 
an

d
 

an
sw

er, 
so

m
e 

sp
ecial 

p
ro

b
-

lem
s 

d
iscu

ssio
n

. 
D

esp
ite 

th
e 

typ
e 

o
r 

fo
rm

at 
a 

g
ro

u
p

 
u

ses 
fo

r its m
eetin

g
s, th

e fu
n

ctio
n

 
o

f a g
ro

u
p

 is alw
ays th

e sam
e: 

to
 p

rovid
e a su

itab
le an

d
 relia-

b
le 

enviro
n

m
en

t 
fo

r 
p

erso
n

al 
recovery an

d
 to

 p
ro

m
o

te su
ch

 
recovery. T

h
ese Trad

itio
n

s 
are 

p
art o

f a set o
f sp

iritu
al p

rin
ci-

p
les o

f N
arco

tics A
n

o
nym

o
u

s, 
an

d
 

w
ith

o
u

t 
th

em
, 

N
.A

. 
d

o
es 

n
o

t exist. W
e say th

at fo
r N

.A
., 

au
to

n
o

m
y is m

o
re th

an
 th

is. It 
g

ives o
u

r g
ro

u
p

s th
e freed

o
m

 
to

 act o
n

 th
eir o

w
n

 to
 estab

lish
 

th
eir atm

o
sp

h
ere o

f recovery, 
serve th

eir m
em

b
ers, an

d
 fu

lfi
ll 

th
eir p

rim
ary p

u
rp

o
se. It is fo

r 
th

ese reaso
n

s th
at w

e g
u

ard
 o

u
r 

au
to

n
o

m
y so

 carefu
lly. It w

o
u

ld
 

seem
 th

at w
e, in

 o
u

r g
ro

u
p

s, can
 

d
o

 w
h

atever w
e d

ecid
e regard

-
less o

f w
h

at anyo
n

e says. T
h

is 
is p

artly tru
e. E

ach
 g

ro
u

p
 d

o
es 

h
ave co

m
p

lete freed
o

m
, excep

t 
w

h
en

 th
eir actio

n
s affect o

th
er 

g
ro

u
p

s o
r N

.A
. as a w

h
o

le. Like 
g

ro
u

p
 

co
n

scien
ce, 

au
to

n
o

m
y 

can
 

b
e 

a 
tw

o
-ed

g
ed

 
sw

o
rd

. 
G

ro
u

p
 

au
to

n
o

m
y 

h
as 

b
een

 
u

sed
 to

 ju
stify th

e vio
latio

n
 o

f 
th

e Trad
itio

n
s. If a co

n
trad

ictio
n

 
exists, w

e h
ave slip

p
ed

 aw
ay 

fro
m

 o
u

r p
rin

cip
les. If w

e ch
eck 

to
 m

ake su
re th

at o
u

r actio
n

s 
are clearly w

ith
in

 th
e b

o
u

n
d

s 
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A
 L

e
tte

r to
 a

 S
u

ffe
rin

g
 A

d
d

ic
t

Before you start to get all paranoid, this letter is sent to all 
suffering addicts, not only to you. Please give yourself a break 
and read it. 

suffering!”. 
I still want to take a few m

inutes of your tim
e to let you 

know that we care. “And who are you?” you m
ight ask. W

e 
are addicts who have found a new way of life, we call our-
selves Narcotics Anonym

ous.
But before I go into that, I would love to ask you som

e ques-
tions. 

-
ety and fear? Didn’t the Tony M

ontana plans com
e true? Are 

you hiding from
 the ones that love you? 

-
ence nor in life. It doesn’t have to be like this. W

hat you 
need to do is quietly surrender and believe just for a second 
that there is a way out, that there’s hope for you as well. 
W
e’re usually both feel and are being called hopeless. Society 

doesn’t understand our problem
 and I hate to tell you, you’re 

the problem
, not the drugs or other people, places and things. 

W
e have a disease you and I, and it’s called addiction. 

How m
any tim

es have your m
ind wondered off thinking about 

drugs during this short period of tim
e? It just doesn’t stop, 

does it? It’s called obsession and it’s one of the prim
ary 

sym
ptom

s of our disease. Do you have any control over how 

pill, drink or toke? Can you stop when you want to? Probably 
not. It’s called com

pulsion and it’s another prim
ary sym

ptom
 

of the disease of addiction. 
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Sp

ec
ia

l E
di

tio
n

It 
do

es
n’

t 
ha

ve
 t

o 
be

 l
ike

 t
hi
s. 

Th
er
e’s

 m
an

y 
ad

dic
ts

 w
ho

 
ha

ve
 f

ou
nd

 a
no

th
er
 w

ay
 t

o 
liv

e. 
W
e 

m
ee

t 
re
gu

lar
ly 

to
 h

elp
 

ea
ch

 o
th

er
 t
o 

st
ay

 c
lea

n.
 Y

ou
 d

on
’t 

ha
ve

 t
o 

wa
it 

fo
r a

no
th

er
 

jai
l s

en
te

nc
e 

or
 o

ve
rd

os
e 

to
 g

et
 h

elp
, w

e’r
e 

he
re
 f
or
 y

ou
 n

ow
, 

we
 n

ee
d 

yo
u. 

Yo
u 

ca
n 

su
rre

nd
er
 e

ve
n 

if 
yo

u 
ha

ve
n’

t 
los

t 
ev

er
yt

hi
ng

 t
ha

t’s
 p

re
cio

us
 t

o 
yo

u, 
bu

t 
if 

yo
u 

co
nt

in
ue

 t
o 

us
e 

be
 p

re
pa

re
d 

to
 lo

se
 e

ve
ry
th

in
g 

th
at

’s 
da

re
 t
o 

yo
u. 

Yo
u 

ca
n 

ge
t 

cle
an

 a
nd

 lo
os

e 
th

e 
de

sir
e 

to
 u

se
, a

ll 
yo

u 
ne

ed
 

is 
a 

de
sir

e 
to

 g
et

 c
lea

n 
an

d 
be

 w
illi

ng
 t

o 
try

 s
om

e 
sim

ple
 

su
gg

es
tio

ns
 o

n 
ho

w 
to

 g
et

 a
nd

 s
ta

y 
of

f 
dr

ug
s. 

Th
er
e’s

 e
ve

n 
m
or
e, 

we
 c

an
 e

ve
n 

re
co

ve
r! 

W
e 

ca
n 

ch
an

ge
 a

nd
 w

e 
ca

n 
liv

e 
an

d 
lov

e 
ag

ain
. 

an
d 

ge
t 

to
 a

 m
ee

tin
g. 

W
e 

ar
e 

wa
iti

ng
 f

or
 y

ou
. W

e 
lov

e 
yo

u 
an

d 
we

 c
ar
e. 

Ne
ve

r A
lon

e. 

An
on

ym
ou

s 
m
em

be
r o

f 
Na

rc
ot

ics
 A

no
ny

m
ou

s.

Th
e N

ew
/O

ld
 N

A 
W

ay
16T
h

en
 w

e 
go

t 
th

is
. 
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TO
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O
P

E
N

 
LE

T
T

E
R

 T
O

 T
H

E
 

FE
LL

O
W

S
H

IP
 

FR
O

M
: B

O
A

R
D

 O
F 

D
IR

E
C

TO
R

S
/

W
O

R
LD

 
S

E
R

V
IC

E
 

O
FF

IC
E

 
R

E
: 

N
A

R
C

O
T

IC
S

 
A

N
O

N
Y

M
O

U
S

 
T

E
X

T
B

O
O

K
 (

H
A

R
D

B
A

C
K
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In
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em

b
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2,
 d

u
ri

n
g

 t
h

e 
p

ro
o

fr
ea

d
in

g
 o

f 
th

e 
ga

lle
ys

, 
it

 
w

as
 n

o
ti

ce
d

 t
h

at
 a

n
 e

rr
o

r 
w

as
 

m
ad

e 
w

it
h

 
re

sp
ec

t 
to

 
Tr

ad
i-

ti
o

n
s 

Fo
u

r 
an

d
 N

in
e.

 A
 s

p
ec

ia
l 

m
ee

ti
n

g
 w

as
 c

al
le

d
 o

f 
th

e 
T

h
re

e 
W

o
rl

d
 S

er
vi

ce
 A

rm
s 

o
f 

N
ar

co
t-

ic
s 

A
n

o
ny

m
o

u
s,

 a
n

d
 t

h
e 

er
ro

r 
w

as
 c

o
rr

ec
te

d
. 

T
h

e 
fe

llo
w

sh
ip

 w
an

te
d

 t
o

 k
n

o
w

 
w

h
at

 
w

as
 

ch
an

g
ed

 
si

n
ce

 
th

e 
G

ro
u

p
s 

C
o

n
sc

ie
n

ce
 

w
as

 
n

o
t 

in
vo

lv
ed

 
in

 
th

e 
d

ec
is

io
n

 
to

 
ch

an
g

e 
o

u
r 

b
o

o
k.

 T
h

e 
fi

rs
t 

o
f 

m
an

y 
ti

m
es

 G
ro

u
p

 C
o

n
sc

ie
n

ce
 

w
as

 s
u

b
ve

rt
ed

.  

H
er

e 
is

 t
h

e 
re

sp
o

n
se

 w
e 

go
t.
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w
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o
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N
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ti
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A
n

o
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m
o

u
s 

Fr
o

m
: 

T
h

e 
W

S
C

 
A

d
m

in
is

tr
at

io
n

 C
o

m
m

itt
ee

 

In
 

re
sp

o
n

se
 

to
 

m
an

y 
in

q
u

ir-
ie

s 
re

ga
rd

in
g

 
ex

ac
tl

y 
w

h
at

 
ch

an
g

es
, 

d
el

et
io

n
s 

an
d

/o
r 

co
rr

ec
ti

o
n

s 
w

er
e 

m
ad

e 
in

 T
ra

-
d

it
io

n
s 

Fo
u

r 
an

d
 

N
in

e 
o

f 
th

e 
B

as
ic

 T
ex

t 
(r

ef
er

re
d

 t
o

 i
n

 b
o

th
 

th
e 

W
S

C
 L

it
er

at
u

re
 C

o
m

m
itt

ee
 

C
h

ai
r’

s 
le

tt
er

 o
f 

M
ar

ch
 1

, 
19

83
 

an
d

 t
h

e 
C

h
ai

rm
an

 o
f 

th
e 

B
o

ar
d

 

o
f 

Tr
u

st
ee

s 
le

tt
er

 
o

f 
M

ar
ch

 
1,

 
19

83
),

 
w

e 
ar

e 
en

cl
o

si
n

g
 

co
p

-
ie

s 
o

f 
th

e 
ex

ac
t 

ch
an

g
es

 m
ad

e.
 

T
h

ey
 a

re
 c

ir
cl

ed
 f

o
r 

yo
u

r 
cl

ar
i-

fi
ca

ti
o

n
. 

In
 l

ov
in

g
 s

er
vi

ce
, 

B
o

b
 

R
eh

m
ar

, C
h

ai
rm

an
 W

S
C

 8
2-

83
 

In
 T

ra
d

it
io

n
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, 
th

e 
ci

rc
le

d
 l

in
es

 
ar

e,
 

1.
 

T
h

e 
an

sw
er

 
is

 
th

at
 

th
es

e 
th

in
g

s 
ar

e 
n

o
t 

N
.A

. 
2.

 A
ll 

el
se

 is
 n

o
t 

N
.A

.
2.

 
W

h
et

h
er

 w
e 

ch
o

o
se

 t
o

 u
ti

-
liz

e 
th

es
e 

se
rv

ic
es

 i
s 

u
p

 t
o

 
th

e 
g

ro
u

p
.

In
 T

ra
d

it
io

n
 9

, 
th

e 
ci

rc
le

d
 l

in
es

 
ar

e,
 

1.
 

N
o

n
e 

o
f t

h
em

 h
as

 th
e 

p
o

w
er

 
to

 
ru

le
, 

ce
n

so
r,

 
d

ec
id

e,
 

o
r 

d
ic

ta
te

. 
2.

 
b

u
t 

th
ey

 a
re

 n
o

t 
a 

p
ar

t 
o

f 
N

ar
co

ti
cs

 A
n

o
ny

m
o

u
s.

H
er

e 
is

 a
 S

id
e 

b
y 

S
id

e 
co

m
p

ar
-

is
o

n
  

A
p

p
ro

va
l 
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rm
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1 
4t

h
 T

ra
d

i-
ti

o
n

 
es

sa
y 

T
R

A
D

IT
IO

N
 

FO
U

R
 

“E
ac

h
 G

ro
u

p
 s

h
o

u
ld

 b
e 

au
to

n
o

-
m

o
u

s,
 e

xc
ep

t 
in

 m
at

te
rs

 a
ff

ec
t-

in
g

 o
th

er
 G

ro
u

p
s,

 o
r 

N
.A

. 
as

 a
 

w
h

o
le

” 
T

h
e 

au
to

n
o

m
y 

o
f 

o
u

r 
g

ro
u

p
s 

is
 n

ec
es

sa
ry

 f
o

r 
o

u
r 

su
rv

iv
al

. A
 

d
ic

ti
o

n
ar

y 
d

efi
n

es
 a

u
to

n
o

m
o

u
s 

as
 “

h
av

in
g

 t
h

e 
ri

g
h

t 
o

r 
p

o
w

er
 

o
f 

se
lf

-g
ov

er
n

m
en

t.
..u

n
d

er
-

ta
ke

n
 

o
r 

ca
rr

ie
d

 
o

n
 

w
it

h
o

u
t 

o
u

ts
id

e 
co

n
tr

o
l. 

“T
h

is
 

m
ea

n
s 

o
u

r 
g

ro
u

p
s 

ar
e 

se
lf

-g
ov

er
n

in
g
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b
e o

f service.  Yet w
e n

eed
 to

 
rem

em
b

er o
u

r trad
itio

n
s.  A

n
d

 
I can’t let m

y o
w

n
 o

p
in

io
n

s b
e a 

p
art o

r o
u

r H
o

m
e G

ro
u

p
 d

o
esn’t 

m
atter h

o
w

 m
y G

o
d

 h
as b

een
 

p
layin

g
 

in
 

m
y 

p
erso

n
al 

life 
I 

h
ave alread

y seen
 th

at I h
ave 

reacted
 in

 a w
ay th

at I sh
o

u
ld

n’t 
h

ave.
A

n
d

 th
at I n

eed
 to

 step
 b

ack 
an

d
 seein

g
 m

y G
o

d
’s w

ill an
d

 
p

lan
. N

o
t o

n
ly fo

r m
yself, o

th
-

ers an
d

 m
y H

o
m

e G
ro

u
p

.  B
u

t 
to

 slo
w

 d
o

w
n

 an
d

 ju
st en

jo
y 

h
is w

ill fo
r m

e, fo
r o

th
ers, an

d
 

fo
r m

y H
o

m
e G

ro
u

p
.  T

h
is w

ill 
b

rin
g

 so
m

e co
n

sisten
cy in

 m
y 

ro
ller-co

aster o
f life an

d
 feelin

g
, 

b
u

t also
 w

ith
 m

y relatio
n

sh
ip

 
w

ith
 G

o
d

.  To
 w

h
en

 th
in

g
s m

ay 
g

et tu
ff in

 w
h

ich
 th

ey w
ill th

e 
h

o
p

e in
 G

o
d

 w
ill g

ive p
eace an

d
 

co
u

rag
e to

 su
rren

d
er an

d
 b

e o
k.  

W
h

en
 th

e u
p

s an
d

 d
o

w
n

s h
ap

-
p

en
 th

ere w
ill b

e tru
st in

 G
o

d
 

th
at w

o
n’t h

ave a reactio
n

 b
u

t 
an

d
 actio

n
 o

f G
o

d
s w

ill to
 it 

b
etters th

e w
h

o
le.  A

n
d

 faith
 to

 
b

elieve th
at so

m
e th

in
g

s n
eed

 
to

 h
ap

p
en

 so
 th

at G
o

d
 h

as m
ay 

h
ap

p
en

 in
 life.

G
o

d
 d

id
n’t w

an
t m

e to
 u

se 6 
m

o
n

th
s ag

o
 an

d
 d

o
esn’t w

an
t 

m
e to

 u
se ever again

, an
d

 n
ei-

th
er d

o
es N

.A
.  N

o
 M

atter W
h

at 
H

ap
p

en
s g

o
o

d
 o

r b
ad

.  T
h

ere is 
a G

o
d

 an
d

 w
e d

o
n’t h

ave to
 u

se.
P.S

.  G
ratefu

l to
 b

e clean
 an

d
 

h
ave a H

o
m

e G
ro

u
p

.  H
u

m
b

le 
to

 
h

ave 
a 

G
o

d
 

to
d

ay 
th

at 
is 

sh
o

w
in

g
 m

e to
 slo

w
 d

o
w

n
 an

d
 

p
ractice in

teg
rity.

T
h

e
 G

re
a
t M

a
n

ip
u

la
tio

n

H
ere is th

e m
an

ip
u

latio
n

 th
at 

to
o

k p
lace to

 create th
e B

asic 
Text - 1st E

d
itio

n
 an

d
 rem

ove 
“A

LL E
LS

E
 IS

 N
O

T
 N

A” fro
m

 th
e 

B
asic Text. 

M
in

u
tes fro

m
 B

O
T

 M
eetin

g
 o

n
 

N
ovem

b
er 13, 1982 

D
ear 

G
reg

, 
E

n
clo

sed
 

are 
th

e 
m

in
u

tes 
o

f 
o

u
r 

last 
m

eetin
g

 
alo

n
g

 w
ith

 Trad
itio

n
 4 an

d
 9.  

I 
felt 

it 
im

p
o

rtan
t 

en
o

u
g

h
 

to
 

ag
ree to

 th
e fo

llo
w

in
g

 ch
an

g
es 

o
r d

eletio
n

s in
 th

e B
ig

 B
o

o
k. 

A
s th

e Trad
itio

n
s su

p
ersed

e all 
o

th
er m

aterial, I felt it w
o

u
ld

 
m

ake 
th

e 
service 

m
an

u
al 

w
o

rth
less as w

ell as cau
se seri-

o
u

s p
ro

b
lem

s. A
s it leaves th

e 
g

ro
u

p
 h

as th
e so

le p
o

w
er an

d
 

as yo
u

 kn
o

w
 so

m
eo

n
e w

o
u

ld
 

p
ick u

p
 o

n
 th

at an
d

 tell th
e fel-

lo
w

sh
ip

 w
h

ere to
 g

o
. If th

e fel-
lo

w
sh

ip
 

th
in

ks 
th

at 
th

ese 
are 

im
p

o
rtan

t, 
th

ey 
sh

o
u

ld
 

b
e 

in
 

th
e service m

an
u

al, n
o

t th
e Tra-

d
itio

n
s. 

In
 Fello

w
sh

ip
, C

h
u

ck 

http://w
w

w
.nauca.us/w

p-content/
uploads/2015/05/1982-B

O
T-A

ltera-
tions-of-B

asic-Text-Traditions-4-9.
pdf 
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“
G

o
d

 H
a
s
 U

s
 E

v
e
n

, 

W
h

e
n

 W
e
 D

o
n

’t H
a
v
e
 

O
u

rs
e
lv

e
s
.”

S
o

, it h
as b

een
 said

 th
at “G

o
d

 
h

as u
s even

 w
h

en
 w

e d
o

n’t h
ave 

o
u

rselves.”  T
h

is h
as b

een
 p

lay-
in

g
 m

o
re an

d
 m

o
re tru

e to
d

ay 
to

 w
h

ere I can’t avo
id

 p
o

stin
g

 
th

is 
to

d
ay 

o
r 

avo
id

 
m

y 
G

o
d

 
anym

o
re.... ab

o
u

t 6 m
o

n
th

s ag
o

 
I h

ad
 g

o
t ah

o
ld

 o
f m

y o
ld

 d
ru

g
 

d
eal to

 m
ake arran

g
em

en
ts to

 
g

et 
h

ig
h

. 
 A

fter 
th

e 
situ

atio
n

 
d

id
n’t h

ap
p

en
 an

d
 I d

id
n’t g

et 
h

ig
h

 an
d

 talkin
g

 to
 m

y sp
o

n
-

so
r ab

o
u

t th
e situ

atio
n

. H
e said

, 
“M

y G
o

d
 h

ad
 m

e th
en

, even
 

th
o

u
g

h
 I d

id
n’t h

ave m
yself.”  I 

feel an
d

 th
in

k o
f m

y G
o

d
 in

 b
ig

-
g

er an
d

 d
ifferen

t w
ays to

d
ay, 

d
u

e to
 th

at situ
atio

n
.

To
d

ay 
anytim

e 
I 

d
ecid

e 
to

 
g

o
 

b
ack 

to
 

m
y 

o
ld

 
sto

m
p

in
g

 
g

ro
u

n
d

s I h
ave a p

lan
, w

h
ich

 
I u

su
ally g

et after p
rayer an

d
 

m
ed

itatio
n

. 
 

W
h

ich
 

th
e 

p
lan

 
u

su
ally is I set o

u
t w

h
ere I am

 
g

o
in

g
 an

d
 stick to

 it, to
 askin

g
 

m
y sp

o
n

so
r if h

e can
 o

r w
ill g

o
 

w
ith

 m
e b

ack to
 m

y o
ld

 h
o

m
e-

to
w

n
. O

r even
 if it is n

eed
ed

 fo
r 

m
e to

 g
o

 b
ack fo

r w
h

atever sit-
u

atio
n

, b
ecau

se a lo
t o

f tim
es it 

is m
y w

ill tellin
g

 m
e to

 g
o

 b
ack.  

Yet m
y G

o
d

 is so
 m

u
ch

 b
ig

g
er 

th
an

 th
at an

d
 h

as b
een

 d
o

in
g

 
so

 m
u

ch
 m

o
re fo

r u
s an

d
 m

e 
th

an
 th

at.

Lately m
y p

erso
n

al life h
as 

b
een

 a stru
g

g
le, n

o
t to

 w
h

ere I 
h

ave b
een

 w
an

tin
g

 to
 u

se.  B
u

t 
h

ard
 

to
 

h
ave 

faith
, 

tru
st 

an
d

 
h

o
p

e in
 G

o
d

.  Let’s p
u

t it th
is 

w
ay, m

y G
o

d
 lau

g
h

ed
 at m

e an
d

 
h

as sh
o

w
ed

 m
e w

hy I n
eed

 to
 

h
ave faith

, tru
st an

d
 h

o
p

e.  H
e 

h
as h

elp
 m

e w
ith

 m
y stru

g
g

les 
an

d
 fear, to

 w
h

ere stan
d

in
g

 in
 

th
e lig

h
t n

o
w

 it alm
o

st is to
o

 
m

u
ch

 an
d

 I w
an

t to
 react w

ith
 

excitem
en

t. 
 

M
akin

g
 

d
ecisio

n
 

th
at is still d

o
in

g
 th

e rig
h

t th
in

g
 

fo
r th

e rig
h

t reaso
n

.  Fo
rg

ettin
g

 
th

o
u

g
h

 to
 h

ave m
y loved

 o
n

es 
invo

lve 
an

d
 

fo
rg

ettin
g

 
ab

o
u

t 
th

eir 
feelin

g
s. 

 
S

o
, 

g
u

ess 
it’s 

o
n

e o
f th

o
se th

in
g

 to
 w

h
ere w

e 
can

 b
e h

u
m

b
led

 b
y o

u
r G

o
d

 yet 
still react in

 o
u

r w
ill.  T

h
at p

ro
b

-
ab

ly m
ake n

o
 sen

se o
r co

n
tra-

d
icts itself.

W
ith

 th
is h

ap
p

en
in

g
 in

 th
e 

p
erso

n
al life an

d
 seein

g
 th

is I 
d

o
n’t w

an
t it to

 refl
ect o

n
 m

y 
H

o
m

e G
ro

u
p

.  B
ecau

se th
ey d

o
 

an
d

 h
ave sh

o
w

n
 m

e o
n

 h
o

w
 to

 
act an

d
 live.  It h

as b
een

 seen
 

th
at o

u
r H

o
m

e G
ro

u
p

 h
as b

een
 

g
ro

w
in

g
 in

 a lo
t o

f w
ay.  N

o
t 

o
n

ly in
 th

e services th
at w

e are 
p

rovid
in

g
 b

u
t also

 in
 n

u
m

b
ers.  

T
h

ere h
as b

een
 ab

o
u

t 2 to
 4 

m
o

re 
ad

d
icts 

th
in

kin
g

 
ab

o
u

t 
jo

in
in

g
 o

u
r H

o
m

e G
ro

u
p

.  W
h

ich
 

is aw
eso

m
e, an

d
 w

e n
eed

 to
 

rem
em

b
er 

o
u

r 
trad

itio
n

s 
an

d
 

o
u

r in
teg

rity.  I feel th
at th

ey 
n

eed
 to

 h
ave a h

o
m

e an
d

 to
 


